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Get involved - this magazine is being produced to f ea-
ture stories and photos written by you the 4WDer. 
We need your input NOW for the next edition so dig out your old pictures or 
stories or start writing a new one. All submissions  welcomed, we only want 
your permission not the copyright. All articles wil l be published without edit-
ing as we want the stories to be in your own words.  The exception will be if 
you show or describe dangerous or illegal activitie s or not following the prin-
ciples of Tread Lightly. 
 

Any contributions can be emailed to:   a_hiscock@ho tmail.com   with “4WD” in the subject line 
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Cover Pix by Andrew Hiscock 
Cooper Creek 
Birdsville Racetrack 
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IMPORTANT STUFF 
All material contained within, and the idea behind, 4WHEELING SA is wholly copyright to me under Australian Copy-
right Act. Any private individual can use the magazine for their own non-commercial use. However, no part or design 
can be replicated or redistributed in any form whatsoever, or used for monetary or personal gain whatsoever, including 
use in personal or commercial web pages, magazine, book, brochure or any other media without my express written 
and signed consent (non-email). 

So, what does that all mean???? Read on- 
 
Overall copyright for this magazine is reserved and  any copying or printing 
for commercial purposes or financial gain is forbid den. 
 
Individual copyright for articles, stories, photogr aphs, etc. is the property 
of the persons listed. They have kindly given permi ssion for it to be used 
here. 
 
All stories, articles, etc. have been reproduced as  given to us, without 
modification, and this magazine does not accept res ponsibility for any 
comments or opinions or any copyright breaches or o wnership disputes. 
 
This magazine is prepared and distributed solely to  allow 4WDers to share 
their stories and photos and is done so without any  commercial gain by 
myself or anyone connected with this magazine. All contributors have do-
nated their services without any payment or inducem ent. 
 
All product reviews will be written without any com mercial consideration 
or bias. Anyone having evidence or suspicions about  this not being the 
case should advise me immediately. 
 
Thanks for reading down this far………  
 
Cheers 
 
Andrew Hiscock 
 
Email me at: a_hiscock@hotmail.com  with “4WD” in t he subject line. 
 
 
4wheelingSA magazine is supported by 4WDLINKS, 
Australias Online 4WD resource. 
If you're searching for web sites on 4WD's, we've g ot 
you covered. You'll find everything from Parts & Ac -
cessories, 4WD Events, Forums, Technical sites, 
Touring information, and more. We also have a range  
of 4WD videos and photos for you to enjoy. 
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Welcome back! We hope this second edition is as 
well received as the first. Over 6,000 people 
downloaded it plus I know many copies were 
shared around on either CD or printed. The ongo-
ing success of the magazine is entirely up to South 
Aussie 4WDers who contribute stories and photos. 
See page 2 for details on how to get involved. 
 

We had a very enjoyable 4WDing Christmas 
break, but you wont read any trip reports in this 
mag coz we left the state and went to the Victorian High Country. Eleven days of stunning 
scenery and challenging 4WDing with plenty of relaxing thrown in. We spent one night at 
Swan Hill on the way over, six nights in Bright, two nights in Dargo and three nights in Mans-
field. Highlights include the many water crossings of  Crooked River, the huts of the Bogong 
High Plains, camping on the bank of the Wonnangatta River and visiting Craigs Hut when 
completely enveloped in cloud. (and add visiting Brown Brothers winery at Milawa for lovers of 
good reds). 
 

As we were planning to move camp on a regular basis, and to give the 3 kids more room in-
side the Patrol, we joined the new world of camper trailers. These are incredibly popular 
amongst 4WDers and we thought we would forsake the tent this time and give it a go. We 
hired an Adventure Campertrailers “Daintree” camper from Paul Tabone on Daws Road in 
Adelaide (as a bonus I also got a story for the mag from Paul). The camper traveled very well 
on road behind the Patrol and when we left the blacktop both performed faultlessly on some 
very steep loose tracks suck as Twin Jeeps, Basalt Knob, Brewery Creek and McMillan 
Tracks. 
 

The setup time on these units is good and we loved the easy access to the huge storage area 
and the ability to use the kitchen area without unpacking or setting up. This trip was a wel-
come contrast to last years’ holiday to Robe and Melbourne where the 3 little ones quickly 
tired of being side by side. This year we had 2 in the middle row of seats with plenty of room 
between them and Mitch in the third row with only the fridge to argue with. Santa helped out 
too with Gameboys and their Nanna came up with a winner with CD Walkmans for the kids 
(onya Elaine) so we were able to listen to big peoples music! All of this lead to a MUCH more 
relaxed holiday and a renewed willingness to travel long distances with children. 
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4wheelingSA does not have paid advertising, however  we will accept either 
New 4WD related Products from SA companies or genui ne offers of dis-
counted products. These are placed here in the NEWS  section for the benefit 
of readers. 

CMI Toyota are pleased to offer Mag-
num Winches that we can sell for $1100 
inc GST and freight to readers of 
4wheelingSA. Come in and see David 
Sheridan and the CMI parts and acces-
sories team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Adelaide Truck & 4WD Spares are pleased to 
offer readers Terrain Tamer 2" suspension lift 
kits to suit most popular coil sprung vehicles 
for $775.00 inc GST. 
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Feedback from the 4wd out of  Adelaide Webgroup 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/4wd_out_of_adelaide) 

I'm usually just a lurker here but let me be the first to 
say what a great effort this is.  Really cool.  I haven't 
read it in detail yet but I will be soon.  Thanks to those 
who contributed and put it together. 
Cheers, 
Mark 

Great informative magazine, as a newbie to 4WD I look 
forward to the next addition and may be contribute as 
an inexperienced 4WD person. 

I've just joined this group after having been sent a mes-
sage about the new magazine.  So far, it looks good, 
and obviously a lot of effort has gone into it. 
Thanks again. 
Gwen 

Just downloaded magazine and what a great effort, all 
those involved take a bow. I will try to find time put to-
gether a trip report for the next mag. 
 
Cheers Pesty 

Just want to congratulate you on a fantasic job you did 
on the Magazine, was very good reading.  
Can't wait for next edition, Keep up the fantastic work 
and give everyone a pat on the back who was involved 
in helping. 
Cheers 
Shane 

Yep, 
Fantastic effort by all the contributors.  Makes the 
popular mags look rather boring :-)))) 
Looking forward to the next edition! 
Cheers 
Phil 

Yep I agree , gunna have to print it out and take it to 
work for a read  
Neil 

Congratulations fellas on putting a great read together. 
The photos and layout are easy on the eye. I'm sure a 
lot more of us will contribute to the next mag after see-
ing what it's all about. Willem, 102 vehicles! That has to 
be some kind of record. No wonder it has been quiet on 
the forum lately with all of the background work. 
Rick 

What a great idea, have just had a look through it after 
letting it download, (unfortunatly in the country I dont 
have access to broadband) and found that the file sizes 
were not to big for dial up. It is great to see someone 
doing something for SA. 
Keep up the great work and hopefully I might be able to 
contribute to the Autumn edition. Well done to all con-
cerned. 
MalleeTreker 
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Glynn Taylor sent in these photos. 
This was at a 4x4 funday which are organised events occurring quite regularly in the UK (pay entry and do what 
you like) for anyone who wants to play. Shame they don’t have them here, great fun!! I know a lot of the readers 
are ‘cross the desert’ type 4wd’ers, but hopefully the sight of the suzy ‘getting air’ wont upset them too much. 
 
Maybe an enterprising local Club could organize something similar. It could be run to raise money for charity 
(RFDS, etc.). As is the norm these days, I’m sure the issue of Public Liability would raise its head. 
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Story and photos by Greg Bulling 

Easter 2000 saw us on the road again with family friends (in their Prado), to explore some of the sights of South 
Australia's west coast. 
 
Day 1  With Easter in the school holidays we decided to wait until Saturday to head off, in the hope that some of 
the crowds may have moved off by the time we got down near Coffin Bay. 
The destination for night one was to be in the Hincks Conservation Park. After stopping for lunch at the bakery at 
Pt Augusta it was an uneventful trip down the Eyre Peninsula through Whyalla, Cowell and Arno Bay. The locust 
plague was in full swing and the Surf was getting splattered by swarms coming across the road. 
 
Just out of Arno Bay we headed 
west on a road that lead to-
wards Wharminda. With the 
most obvious campsite at 
Wharaminda Soaks taken we 
headed into the park to look for 
a suitable spot. The maps we 
had did not really show all the 
tracks and after heading down 
one particularly tight sandy track 
(and scratching the car!) we 
back tracked and headed north. 
Finally, we came to spot which 
gave us some room and set up 
camp for the night. The wind 
was howling by this stage but 
the kids amused themselves ex-
ploring around camp for the rest 
of the evening. 
 
 
 
Day 2  We packed up and off headed towards Pt Lincoln by about 9am. After stopping for fuel in Pt Lincoln we 
were soon on our way to Coffin Bay, 46 kilometres further on. The usually quiet town was full of people but still a 
pretty place. Our destination for the next few days was to be the Coffin Bay National Park but exactly where was 
undecided.  
 
The designated camping area at Little Yangi Bay was a bit too crowded and 'organised' for our liking so we left 
the bitumen and continued west along a sandy 4 wheel drive track. A few kilometres on we came to fork and 
turned right to check out Big Yangi Bay. To our surprise there were only a few campers there and the area had 
plenty of room. The lack of facilities was no concern to us but probably kept a few groups way. 
 
We chose a spot quite close to the beach, but with shelter from the wind, and set up camp. This proved to be 
harder than we thought it would be, for two reasons. Firstly, the hard limestone rock close to the surface made 
getting tent pegs in very difficult. However, more importantly, the Crows come from behind win in the 
"Showdown" against Port made listening to the radio commentary more of a priority! Once set up the rest of the 
day was spent checking out the bay and exploring around our camp area. 

Big Yangi Bay campsite  
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Day 3 Being Easter Monday the first 
job was for the kids to collect Easter 
eggs that seemed to have been left 
around the campsite. The last group of 
campers in the bay packed up early 
and we soon had the whole place to 
ourselves. The aim of the day was to 
take lunch and head for the tip of the 
Coffin Bay Peninsular, checking out 
the sites along the way. 
 
After initially following the coast the 
track soon cut inland and became 
quite rocky in spots. The next main 
turn off was to Black Springs camping 
area which, although quite good, had a 
host of people staying there. Soon it 
was down with the tyre pressures and 
onto Seven Mile Beach. This great 
stretch of coastline has beautifully clear water and clean white sand. We stopped about half way along near a 
large sand dune and had lunch on the beach. The climb up to the top of the dune proved to be worthwhile with a 

great view along the coast.  
 
After lunch we continued along 
the peninsular and were lucky to 
see some of the famous wild 
brumbies that inhabit the area. 
We passed by camping areas at 
Morgan's landing and "The Pool" 
before we eventually reached Pt 
Sir Isaac where a lighthouse is 
situated. 
 
There was a four wheel drive 
club in the car park so we went 
for a walk down to the edge of 
the rocky coast for a closer look. 
We took a slightly different route 
on the return back to camp but 
found much of the inland area to 
be pretty dry. 
 

Day 4  The plan for the day was to explore Gunyah Beach which is south of Coffin Bay. We took the road back 
towards Coffin Bay from our camp at Big Yangi Bay and then turned south on a clearly marked four wheel drive 
track. To access the beach you first 
must cross some wide sand blows 
(follow the markers) before coming 
down onto the wide soft beach. The 
sand here was pretty soft so low tyre 
pressures were needed. 
 
We took out the fishing rods but the 
salmon that this beach is famous for 
were not biting on the day. We spent 
the rest of the day on the beach before 
heading back to camp in the late after-
noon. 
 
Once back at camp we threw the lines 
into the water and found that tommies, 
gar and small whiting were easy to 
catch just a stones throw from our tents! 

Heading across the sand blows to Gunyah beach  

Pt Sir Isaac  

Seven Mile Beach  
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Day 5   Today was designated to be a 
lazy day around camp and to check out a 
few sights close by. We went in to the 
Coffin Bay township and had a walk 
around, as well as visiting the coastline 
around Point Avoid. Once again the scen-
ery was quite spectacular and there was 
plenty to keep us occupied. 
 
Day 6   We left early and headed back to 
Coffin Bay and then on to Pt Lincoln. Our 
aim today was to explore some of the Lin-
coln National Park. The first stop was the 
main wharf where a number of large 
boats were moored. We then checked out 
some of the new harbour side housing de-
velopments which indicated there was a 
lot of money in the town! 
 
There is a key required to access the four wheel drive track to Memory Cove (booking needed) and we picked it 
up from the tourist information centre in town. There is a limit of 15 vehicles per day and there are only 5 desig-

nated campsites. The track out to the 
cove followed an interesting route 
through a variety of different country, 
much of which was along side the 
rugged coastline. The information 
sheet that is provided with the key has 
a map and 10 points of interest which 
correspond to markers on the track. 
This is a great idea and makes the 
drive a lot more interesting. 
 
Memory Cove itself is quite small but 
the campsites are well tucked away 
and only a short stroll to the sheltered 
beach. We used the picnic table that 
is provided for day visitors and had an 
enjoyable lunch before taking a walk 
around the cove. Once along the 
rocky shoreline a short distance the 
hunt was on for an inscription carved 

in one of the granite rocks which acted as the Whalers Post Office. Messages were left here by crews of early 
ketches for sailors on other boats. The return journey to our camp was uneventful but we did vow to return one 
day and stay at this idyllic little location. 
 
Day 7   Our final day was the long haul 
home from our camp at Big Yangi Bay to 
Adelaide. We packed early and endured a 
howling head wind until we got to Pt Au-
gusta and turned south. Finally we arrived 
home, covered in dead locusts, after a great 
trip away! 

Pt Avoid  

The view from part of the track to Memory Cove  

Memory Cove in the background  
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My Truck is a 1994 GLS Pajero with 
the 3.0l V6 motor and Auto Trans. 
It is basically stock standard except 
for the Tow bar. 
I have only owned it since the middle 
of Jan this year. 
 
 
Plans for it include new 2 inch sus-
pension kit, winch bar and winch, front 
diff lock and interior mods. 
 
 

 
 
Here are a few pics of my Pajero. 
These pics were taken on a trip out at 
Peake on a private property not far 
from Talem Bend. A few of us from the 
4WD Monthly Forum got together late 
last month and spent a day up there, 
more can be found at: http://
www.4wdmonthly.com.au/forum/
index.php?
board=4;action=display;threadid=6797 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As I’m new here to Adelaide the trip to 
Peake was my first in SA. 
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 � Story by Willem Kempen 

We were making our way north through the western plains of inland South West Africa, now known as the country of 
Namibia. This was to be our last great trip in Southern Africa before returning to Australia. 
 

We had spent 18 months in my home town of Victoria West in the Cape Province due to foreign exchange restric-
tions after coming for a visit to South Africa to sort out some family business matters. The then Foreign Exchange 
Department had refused me permission to move money or goods purchased in South Africa to an overseas country 
unless the money had been earned in South Africa. The fact that the money had been sitting in our trust account did 
not make the slightest bit of difference. Bloody mindedness, we thought. So we had opted to stay for a while to sort 
things out. It was 1982 and as luck would have it, Video Movies and Video Players and Video Cameras were now 
becoming part of the daily life of South Africa and an opening to establish a Video business in Victoria West came 
about. We went about that business for around 18 months and had many adventures, but that is another story. The 
day came when a fellow showed interest in the business and we sold out to return to Australia. But first we had to go 
on an adventure. 
 

Driving along the broad, occasionally graded gravel road, with our destination for the day being the mystical desert 
valley of Sossusvlei I noticed a red haze in the distance. We were in our little silver Suzuki 4x4. I had manufactured a 
steel bull bar and side rails myself and had fitted it to the Suzuki a la Aussie style and had painted it black. The prime 
aim of the bulbar was to protect the little car from antelope and other nightly creatures which dash across ones path 
from time to time at unsuspecting moments... 
 

Soon the red haze was approaching us and I realised that it was a dust storm. Up until that time there had been calm 
outside with no wind recorded. I slowed down instinctively. Suddenly the storm was upon us throwing our little car 
sideways as the first winds buffeted. Within seconds the black paint was stripped from the bulbar and the windscreen 
and side windows pitted by small grains of sand. We shut down all vents and crawled along at a slow pace while the 
storm raged. Having read about dust storms in the Sahara Desert  I had learned that they could last up to twenty four 
hours. I had hoped that this was only a flash in the pan but it was not to be. After half an hour and very slow progress 
I started to worry about the air intake on our vehicle and that the engine could be filled with sand grit. 
 

At about that same moment I saw through the haze some desert palms and some old buildings which looked like ru-
ins and we decided to seek some shelter behind them. I drove through an open gate and around the leeward side of 
the building. There, parked under a tree was a huge truck but that was all. I could hear a generator running in a 
nearby building. I made my way from the car, staggering through the dust with a rag covering my face and knocked 
on the door of the farm building. 
 

An African man opened the door and then spoke with someone inside the room to tell of impending visitors. A man 
spoke from within and invited me inside and the door was closed hastily. I introduced myself and explained our situa-
tion and he invited us in to wait the storm out. I ran back over to the car and fetched Judith. 
 

Jacques Du Plooy was a businessman from Pretoria who also conducted a hunting business and he and others in a 
consortium owned the farm in this remote part of Namibia. He was expecting hunters from the United States of 
America to arrive within two days and was at present cutting up an Oryx which he had shot earlier in the day, before 
the storm. This was in preparation for the visitors. He said that he was happy to have company and that maybe we 
could help him with the evisceration of the dead animal whilst waiting for the storm to abate. We did just that and the 
job took most of the day. Numerous coffees and biscuits later we finished the job in the late afternoon and hung the 
meat in a freezer which had been installed in one of the bedrooms. The old farm house had four bedrooms, a 
lounge, a dining room and a kitchen. The bathroom and toilet were outside. The property was only used for hunting 
purposes. 
 

The storm continued. Every hour or so Jacques instructed Hendrik, the African worker, to gather up the sand which 
had blown in under the kitchen door and through cracks in the windows elsewhere in the old house. Each time al-
most a wheelbarrow full of sand was relocated outside where it joined forces with more dust swirling around and only 
to be blown back in to the house again. The day wore on and the wind never let up. 
 

That night we were had supper with our host and drank most of his booze on his insistence. He was very interested 
in things Australian and we related many of our experiences of the outback. We were given the Master Bedroom. 
Trouble was it had a small triangle piece missing from the glass window and the sadn filtered through there through-
out the night. Sleeping in a bed full of sand is something else. 
 

The wind abated around four o’clock in the morning and stillness settled across the plains. We were able to have a 
warm water wash the following morning and after helping rid the house of most of the sand. Then I had to dismantle 
the whole air filtration system on our vehicle and clean that out thoroughly before starting up. 
 
We bade our goodbyes and continued on our journey. 
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After three years of searching, organisers of the ARB Warn Outback Challenge have found an outback station which 
offers plenty of mud for the eager competitors. Since the famed 'Wilga' station was sold three years ago the drought 
has meant that competitors were forced to tackle dams in an effort to add a water feature to this arduous event. In 
2005 the 60 competitors will be traversing the lagoons of a property which backs on to the infamous Darling River. 
 
Event Organiser Paul Vanderhorst said of his recent find  "We just couldn't believe our luck. We have been looking 
for a place like this for the past couple of years and the recent rains, along with 'word of mouth' and the help of locals 
has enabled us to design some fantastic mud stages." A large swampy area and lagoons will form the basis of the 
special stages. "We will incorporate four wheel driving with GPS navigation for these stages" said Paul. "It is certain 
to be a great area for spectators." 
 
There is not only mud on offer for competitors, they must also deal with large sand dunes, cumbersome boulders, 
night navigational stages and the infamous sheer rock walls of the Poolamacca Gorges.This year's event is directed 
at spectators with a 'spectator village' being formed at Eldee Station, just out of Silverton. From here spectators can 
choose where they wish to go and watch the action incorporating either mud, sand, rocks or gorges. There will be 
night stages for viewing at some areas and plenty of fun for kids and adults.Australia's  best four wheel drivers will be 
at the event including Mike Smith,  Kym Bolton, Chris Nash and Roger Smith to name just a few. Overseas competi-
tors are heading down under from Scotland, England and South Africa. 
 
Come along and cheer on your favorite entrants, or just sit back and watch the world's best off roaders in the com-
pany of other travellers.Spectators are based at a central camp on Eldee Station, near Silverton.Eldee Station is a 
typical outback station property located less than 45 minutes from Broken Hill and is an ideal base for this years 
event. Camping is under the treed canopy of a dry creekbed and each night spectators will join in on the activity of 
HQ as the 'Spectator Village' comes alive. There will be activities for the kids, sponsors happy hour and plenty of talk 
of the days activities. A communal fire and update of the competitors progress will complete the evening.Choose 
which competition area you wish to visit each day, mud, rocks, sand, gorges. 
No need to travel all the way to Central Australia, The Outback is closer than you think and on this adventure you get 
the opportunity to traverse private station properties highlighting the best of the Barrier Ranges and beyond.Why not 
make it a club trip? We give discounts to clubs and groups. Bring your club banner, there will be a presentation for 
the best represented club. 
 
Friday May 13th  Welcome and registration 
Saturday 14th    Show and Shine and a night stage 
Sunday  15th Broken Hill motorkhana stage 
Head to HQ late afternoon and set up camp 
Monday 16th Competition stages round-robin style on stations 
Friday  20th Competitors all head to HQ vicinity 
Saturday 21st Stage results released in morning 
Competitors grouped in three based on current position 
Round-robin style stages on the HQ property 
Presentation in evening 

 
 
There are still a couple of positions available for competitors and plenty of spectator 
passes on offer. The event is held from Friday 13th to Saturday 21st of May.If you 
want to see the best 4wd action in Australia and have a great holiday jump online at 
www.outback4x4challenge.com where you can find the information or contact Austra-
lian 4wd Events on 03 9725 3806 or info@outback4x4challenge.com. 
The first 200 spectator vehicles will receive a special off road calendar which features 
awesome pics of Australia's best off roaders. Don't delay, book now. 



 

 

�����"�� 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � �

���������	
����

��
August 2004 �

Story and photos by Geoff Taylor 

It was a cold and cloudy morning when two vehicles departed for the club trip to the Old Ghan Line. Four vehi-
cles were scheduled to depart, but work commitments and mechanical problems prevented two from departing. 
With Nick Seindanis and his father John in one car, and Mick Baldock and myself in the other, we made our way 
up the Stuart Highway. The weather did not look too promising after Port Augusta, and I had to keep reassuring 
Nick & John that we will soon see some sunshine. But alas, it wasn’t long and the rain started to fall. 
 
We passed Pimba, and still the rain kept coming, and even when stopping for morning tea at Glendambo it was 
cold and wet. We had to have some warm food at Glendambo to keep the mind alive. On we pushed until finally 
about 100km’s from Coober Pedy the sky began to clear. And from then on we were blessed with great weather, 
28 & 29 degrees for a few days. 
 
Our first camp was at Cadney Park and the B-B-Q in the camp kitchen didn’t work, so out with our own. From 
here we drove on to Kulgera before turning east and leaving the hardtop behind for a week. A visit in to Lambert 
Centre gave us an amazing display of wild flowers, and the scent from these flowers was invigorating. The old 
hat is still up in the flag structure. Does anyone know who changes the flag here? 
 
On we pushed to bypass Finke then 
to New Crown station where we 
crossed the imposing sandy Finke 
River. Our second camp was on the 
edge of the river about 4 or 5 km’s 
past New Crown. The next morning 
we headed for Old Andado to pay 
Molly Clarke a visit. Unfortunately she 
wasn’t at home, or so it seemed. So 
after knocking on all doors and calling 
out several times, and taking a few 
photos we continued on to the Mac 
Clarke Acacia Peuce Reserve, named 
after Molly’s deceased husband. 
These trees are reputed to be so hard 
you can’t even drive a nail into them. 
They are only found in Australia, (on 
the western end of the Simpson De-
sert (Mac Clarke Reserve) and the 
eastern end of the desert near Boulia 
and Birdsville.) 
 
Making good time we kept driving to Alice Springs for our third camp (in a caravan park to get a shower). Nick 
and his father caught up with family while there, and Mick and I kept the drinks company at camp. Next morning 
we started down the Old Ghan Line. The first stop was Ewaninga Rock Carvings where a small group of NT gov-
ernment people were doing what I thought was against the law, picking wild flowers. 
Unless it was for scientific purposes. 
 
The weather was still perfect for tee shirts and shorts. Down the line we continued to Maryvale before the trip 
into Chambers Pillar. The road has not improved out to the pillar. We were lucky to get a camp site with several 
groups already camped there. 
 
It was quite a cold night, but with a good fire and a good drink it doesn’t seem to matter. After a quick look at the 
early explorers carved inscriptions at the base of the pillar we made our way back to the Old Ghan Line track. 
After returning to Maryvale, we drove back to the start of the Old Ghan Line heritage trail, which commences at 
the old Rodinga siding. You take your pick of tracks from here on, and it is a slow drive if you follow the side 
track that is used for the Alice - Finke desert race.  This sandy track has been pushed up into mini sand dunes 
by the force of the racing vehicles, which makes driving a slow roly-poly affair. It is much faster (approx 60 kph) 
to use the old rail alignment, but you need to keep a sharp watch for the dog spikes that litter the track. 
 

Acacia Peuce (Waddi trees) at Mac Clarke Reserve 
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There are several old sidings to explore along this track, but the jewel is the old Alice Well ruins. These ruins 
were an old overland telegraph repeater station and later a supply of water for the old ghan trains and is on the 
wide Hugh River. They are not sign posted. Turn near the Bundooma siding over the sand dune if you wish to 
drive out there. It is a good drive over several medium sized sand dunes, and is a very scenic spot to have 
lunch. 
 

We continued on down the line to once 
again cross the mighty Finke River north 
of Finke before heading south to make 
camp along the track several km’s south 
of New Crown station homestead.  It 
was fairly easy going from here on pass-
ing many sights including Charlotte Wa-
ters, Abminga, the full Eringa Waterhole 
and ruins, Hamilton Station, Mt Sarah 
before arriving at Oodnadatta to look up 
an old family friend who runs the hotel 
with her partner. He informed us that 
there is some large yellow belly in Alge-
buckina Waterhole, and the locals make 
many camping trips there to catch them. 
Unfortunately we didn’t come prepared 
for fishing, so we just made the most of 
a relaxing camp alongside the huge wa-
terhole with a drink or two. 
 

 
After a quick look once again at the bridge, we headed off to explore the rest of the Oodnadatta Track. A trip into 
the old Peake Overland Telegraph Repeater Station almost had me stranded for a couple of hours or more after 
reversing within inches of a rather nasty and deep ditch near the old graves. It was going in to Peake where we 
crossed paths with another group, which included people from our hometown Pirie. Edward Creek siding is now 
locked with no access allowed. Still moving down the track we called into the William Creek pub for a drink be-
fore heading on down to Beresford siding, Coward Springs and the Blanche Cup and Bubbler springs. All were 
worth another visit. It was now time to find a campsite, and with this type of country there are not too many op-
tions, so we made use of the bushes next to a creek on Lake Eyre South that we used once before coming 
home from a Simpson Desert trip. It was another good camp. 
 
All that was left to see now was Plane Henge, Marree, Farina ruins, the ochre pits near Lyndhurst and the old 
township of Beltana. Many historical places of interest were visited on this trip and we also saw many camels, a 
dingo, brolgas and a bustard to name a few wildlife sightings. With the abundance of wildflowers, animals, bird 
life, full waterholes and great company on this trip, it was well worth the effort. 

Chambers Pillar 

Eringa Waterhole 
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�������	���	���� a tech article by COLLYN RIVERS�
As with all of Collyn's writings, this article is protected under the Commonwealth Copyright Act. No part may be 
produced in any form without the written permission of the copyright holder (Caravan and Motorhome Books, 
Broome WA). Collyn Rivers.   Visit Collyns Website at http://www.caravanandmotorhomebooks.com 

Ideally a vehicle would ride completely smoothly despite surface irregularities, but to do this requires a pro-active suspension 
system that anticipates potholes and bumps and raises or lowers the wheels by exactly the right amount, at exactly the right 
time. It's been done experimentally, but right now, commercial suspension systems are reactive - they minimise the after ef-
fects. 
 
Bumps and holes each have different effects on ride behaviour.  
 
As a wheel encounters a bump, its associated spring is compressed. Wheel and bits of suspension thrust upwards, reacting 
against the mass of the remainder of the vehicle. 
 
A wheel encountering a hole behaves quite differently. A compressed spring stores most of the energy that caused it to be 
compressed (in this case because the vehicle's sitting on it, and more so immediately after a bump). So the energy in the 
spring wallops the wheel down the hole, imparting a fair old blow to the tyre, and whatever's at the bottom of the hole. (This is 
one of the reasons why corrugations deepen.) 
 
The lighter the wheels and the moving bits of the suspension assembly, and the heavier the rest of the vehicle, the smoother 
the ride. This is the only (but inadequate) reason for alloy wheels on off-road 4WDs. 
 
Shock Absorbers  
To prevent wheels thrashing up and down like hyperactive kids on pogo sticks, the so-called 'kinetic energy' imparted by road 
shocks to the springs needs to be less violently released. Since energy can neither be created nor destroyed but only turned 
into a different form, (at least by carbon-based bipeds) the only realistic alternative is to turn it into heat. That's what shock ab-
sorbers do. 
 
Despite their name, shock absorbers do not absorb shocks: that's done by the tyres and springs. Shock absorbers are heat 
pumps that 'dampen' spring action. It's more correct to call them 'dampers'. From here on we will. 
 
Damping 
The simplest damping is inter-leaf friction in leaf spring suspensions: vintage sports car owners bind the springs with cord to 
enhance the effect. Many large trucks have multi-leafed springs and rely entirely on interleaf friction for spring damping. So, 
regrettably, do some caravans and trailers - but with less engineering justification. 
 
Next in damping sophistication were Hartford dampers. Used until the mid-1930s, they consisted of adjustably clamped friction 
discs that rotated one against another. 
 
Hartford dampers were simple and reliable, but their static resistance exceeded their dynamic resistance, and bounce and re-
bound resistances were identical. Together, these effects resulted in a very jiggly ride. 
 
Dampers need the opposite characteristic, i.e. initially soft, and becoming progressively harder with wheel travel. And with 
harder rebound resistance. 
 
Such dampers enable the soft, long travel suspension required for passenger comfort (and were quite customary pre-World 
War 1, before balloon tyres massively increased suspension loadings). 
 
The answer lay in hydraulics, manifest initially with vane-type units actuated by moving arms, and first used by General Motors 
and others in the mid to late 1920s. 
 
Whilst a major improvement on friction mechanisms, the high working pressures, small oil reservoirs, and small surface areas 
of vane-type dampers limited their effectiveness. An advanced version fitted to 1930-1960 Rolls-Royces and Bentleys used oil 
pressurised by a transmission-driven pump so that damping increased with road speed. 
 
The continuing quest for softer long-travel springs and the development of coil, and torsion bar suspension (which have virtu-
ally zero self-damping) resulted in the development of today's tubular dampers. 
 
The Right Dampers 
Vehicle makers fit dampers suited to the vehicle's most probable use - which, for most of the world's RVs, is travelling over flat 
urban bitumen roads in the USA. Hence, standard dampers are rarely adequate off-road. 
 
Replacement dampers must be selected or modified for the vehicle's make and type, for spring modifications, and for the vehi-
cle's intended usage. This requires specialist help, but the vendor needs more information than 'the bloody shocks are stuffed'.  
 
Off-road, standard dampers may overheat and fade, have insufficient resistance, or (often) both, and to assist fix the problem/
s, we need first to establish what the existing dampers are doing, or not doing. 



 

 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � �����" �

SHOCK ABSORBERS (cont) by Collyn Rivers 
Identifying Fading 
If, after a time, corrugations seem to be worsening, and/or the suspension begins to crash against the bump stops, which you'll 
feel and hear, (and assuming the corrugations aren't progressively worsening), the shocks are probably overheating and fad-
ing. They should be hot, but if they're too hot to touch for more than a fraction of a second, they are too hot to work. 
 
Here's what's happening. In tubular dampers, a piston displaces oil as it moves inside a tube. Restricting the oil's passage, via 
valves (often just holes) in the piston, provides the damping action. Heat is generated as this happens. 
 
Because the moving piston alters overall volume, the oil compresses or expands pressurised air or gas held in a second, outer 
tube. However as your frying pan will demonstrate, oil exposed to air bubbles (froths) when it get hot. This is what causes fade 
in dampers - the oil becomes hot, and froth begins to be generated. Froth passes more readily than oil through the valves, thus 
lessening damping action. 
 
To reduce or eliminate fade, we must reduce frothing, or the cause of frothing - commonly by better dissipating heat. 
  
Solutions that better dissipate heat include: fitting dampers that are physically larger; duplicating the existing dampers (which 
will stiffen damping also); fitting shocks that have an external oil reservoir to provide greater cooling capacity.  
 
Another approach is to reduce frothing at source, e.g. the single-walled de Carbon type damper uses a second free-floating 
piston to isolate the oil from the air or gas. The de Carbon company reasonably claims its single-tube construction dissipates 
heat more effectively. “Possibly” say de Carbon's competitors, “but twin tube construction better protects against flying rocks”. 
Both arguments seem valid! 
 
Inadequate Resistance 
With inadequate bounce resistance the dampers, even when cold, allow the suspension to crash against the bump stops (e.g. 
over speed humps). Inadequate rebound resistance causes the vehicle to pitch upwards (e.g. just after a speed hump). 
 
Here, the solution is to fit dampers with 'harder' valving, or that harden more progressively. Gas-filled shock absorbers provide 
a generally softer ride, and harden up automatically when required. Several manufacturers, of which Koni is probably the best 
known, have a range of dampers with adjustable resistance.  
 
Choosing Replacements 
With dampers, you get more or less what you pay for, but it may help to know that many 'brand-name' dampers are mass-
produced (mostly from one large manufacturer) and sold under different brand-names via a process aptly called 'sticker-
engineering'. De Carbon, Koni, Gabrielle, Monroe et al manufacture their own products, but some of them also supply the 
sticker engineers. 
 
Whatever the source, the first essential is to have dampers of adequate physical size and correctly valved for your usage. A 
correctly specified 'sticker-engineered' damper may do as good a job as its more costly equivalents, but possibly not as relia-
bly, nor perhaps for as long. 
 
Bushes 
Dampers usually outlast their mounting bushes, particularly after extensive off-road use. Replacing these bushes is cheap and 
relatively painless. It is well worth doing routinely every two or three years. 
 
Steering Dampers 
These are horizontally mounted dampers that restrict steering backlash when a front wheel hits a rock - or probably more typi-
cally a kerb in St Kilda or St Ives. Backlash can spin the steering wheel with such violence as to sprain or break the driver's 
wrist or scaphoid if they hook their thumbs around the rim. 
 
Steering dampers are essential on off-road vehicles with beam front axles. With these, precessional forces cause the front 
wheels to turn sharply if one wheel rises suddenly over a severe bump. The dampers are even more necessary if wheel offset 
has been altered - when backlash forces can be huge. 
 
Steering dampers are unlikely to fade, but 'heavier' damping may be required to cure excess kick-back after fitting larger or 
heavier tyres. Be aware that inadequate suspension damping increases 'kickback'. Check this first before upgrading the steer-
ing damper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the author 
Originally a research engineer with General Motors, Collyn Rivers switched careers in 1970 to become a technical magazine 
editor and publisher. He personally founded over a dozen magazines, and in more recent times was Technical Editor of The 
Bulletin, and Australian Business. He wrote the Federal Govt’s Guide to Information Technology. He is best known nowadays 
for his four top-selling books. Full details, plus a mass of useful articles etc, are on his website: 
www.caravanandmotorhomebooks.com 
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Story and photos by Greg Bulling 

After spending the last two July holidays trekking across the Simpson Desert we decided this year to take things 
easy and head up to the Flinders Ranges for a few days. This time we left the "Surf" at home and took Paul's Hilux 
Dual cab. Things became a bit more complicated when Paul's foot and a chainsaw came together a few weeks be-
fore we left.... 
Day 1 (Sunday July 18) We got an early start and were on the road by 6:30 am. Traffic was light at that time of the 
morning and we soon found our way on to Pt Wakefield Road. We stopped for fuel at Pt Augusta and then turned off 
towards Quorn. Lunch was scheduled for the tavern at Leigh Creek but being a Sunday things were pretty slow 

there, so we opted for the cafe instead. After both devouring a 
1/2 chicken hot pack we had a parting beer and then hit the road 
to Lyndhurst. From there it was on to the Strzelecki Track, which 
was in pretty good condition. After recent rains the area just east 
of Lyndhurst was quite green, especially near the roadside. 
After about 75 kilometres we turned off the Strzelecki and 
headed east towards Mt Freeling Station, on the Moolawatana 
Rd. When we arrived we spent some time catching up with the 
manager Jon Fraser and his delightful family. The property is a 
working sheep station but they have diversified and for a modest 
fee provide accommodation for tourists in the shearer's quarters 
(which have been re-
cently upgraded). 
Bush camping is also 
allowed with prior ar-
rangement.  

The property is over 1000km2 and has numerous interesting highlights in-
cluding; buildings that date back to 1866 when a Police Station was pre-
sent on the property, the historical Yudnamutana mine area, Yellow 
Footed Rock Wallaby colonies and of course picturesque gorges and huge 
creek beds that the Flinders Ranges are famous for. 
Our plan was to camp the first night out in the Mt Fitton area, so as the af-
ternoon wore on we headed back on to the Moolowatana Rd and travelled 
east once more. Along the way the road skirts the edge of the working Mt 
Fitton Talc Mine before the ruin of Mt Fitton Homestead is reached 42 kilo-
metres past Mt Freeling Homestead. Here we branched off into the creek 
bed and found a campsite a few kilometres in from the road. 
By this stage it was getting on towards dark and there was a very cold 
wind howling through the area. It was so strong that it made lighting a fire 
rather difficult! Dinner was soon underway but with two jumpers, a jacket 
and a balaclava on - I was still freezing! Although the temperature was a 
reasonable 8oC, the wind chill made even sitting close to the fire ineffec-
tive, so it was soon into the swags for an early night. 

 

Day 2 �The wind was still blowing strongly early on, so it 
was nice to be able to lie in the swags and enjoy the 
warmth for a while. With a fairly casual schedule planned 
for this trip we had plenty of time on our hands. Initially, 
we had planned to also bring up our Yamaha XT motor-
bikes which we have been doing on the property for 
many years. Unfortunately, we had to shelve those plans 
when Paul severed a tendon in his foot during an acci-
dent on his farm while chopping wood with a chainsaw. 
With his foot still in a cast it meant the bikes were no 
longer an option and I had to drive the whole way! Of 
course what it did do was give us a fantastic conversa-
tion starter whenever we stopped and met people. With 
the cast wrapped up in a piece of canvas to protect it, he 
hobbled around like the Elephant Man!  



 

 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � �

After a leisurely breakfast we packed up our swags and travelled back towards Mt Fitton.  We then picked up one of 
the station tracks that head out past Mt Livingstone towards Livingstone Spring. After checking this area for a while it 
was back to Mt Fitton and then on to another station track that heads south west right across the property. A few kilo-
metres along, there is a side track that leads to Hamilton Creek, where we knew there were lots of good campsites. 
With very little rain over the last few seasons there was no water in the creek. However, at others times we have vis-
ited this area the large sweeping bends of the creek have held quite large pools of water.  
 
We explored a few tracks in the general area of Hamil-
ton Creek that we had been on before with the bikes. 
One climbs steeply to an old abandoned mine, while an-
other begins over the creek and ascends sharply up a 
rutted slope towards the western corner of the property. 
 
After wandering around for a bit we made our way back 
to the creek and set up the swags amongst some me-
laleuca trees to try and avoid the wind that was still 
blowing strongly. The fire was soon started and one of 
our famous roast legs of lamb was quickly underway in 
the camp oven. 
 
Day 3 �Finally, after two days of strong winds, we awoke 
to a clear and calm morning. The overnight tempera-
tures had been quite mild for this time of the year ( 5o C) 
but it had seemed much colder with the wind blowing.  
The plan today was to head off to Arkaroola via the Yudnamutana mines. After packing up we headed back to the 
main south west station track and made our way towards Valley Bore. The track is in pretty good condition and pro-
vides some good views out towards Mawson Plateau. After passing the old Mt Shanahan diggings we came to 
Greenhill Well where there is a fork in the track. We chose to take the longer route which passes Tindelpena Hut and 
Well before joining again near Daly Bore. 
 
After stopping for lunch at Daly Bore it was off again to Yudnamutana. It's amazing to think that back in the late 
1800's this area was a hive activity. Even more surprising is that the smelting plant (of which ruins are still present) 
was completed in 1910 but never went into production after a dramatic fall in the price of copper. There was even a 
proposal to put a train line in from Leigh Creek to Yudnamutana! 
Once past the mine area a track heads off to a waterhole where we stopped for a break before heading back to the 
main track that leads to Arkaroola. 
 
A few kilometres further on we passed through the Arkaroola/Mt Freeling boundary gate and made our way towards 
the Arkaroola Village. Once there we fuelled up and checked on the whereabouts of Doug Sprigg. We were keen to 
catch up and have a chat with Doug since it had been some time since we had seen him. Doug is the son of the leg-
endary Reg Sprigg who built Arkaroola from the ground up in the 1960's.  
 
With Doug still flying back from Adelaide we decided to have a shower and make a few phone calls before catching 

up with him after tea. Our plan was to head 
south through the Gammon Ranges to 
Angepena and then on to Warraweena Con-
servation Park. After some initial confusion re 
the status of the tracks (we mistakenly 
thought some of our proposed route was part 
of a Public Access Route) we found it neces-
sary to get in touch with the landowners at 
Angepena, Mulga View and Narrina stations 
to get permission to cross their land. After 
much searching we got all the correct phone 
numbers and they were happy to grant us ac-
cess. 
After tea we eventually found Doug Sprigg 
and had had chat with him and others around 
the fire that had been lit after the weekly 
BBQ. With a few beers under our belt it was 
then off to our campsite in The Gammon 
Ranges and into the swags. 
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Day 4 Without the wind the morning was crisp but fine. After spend-
ing the night camped in Bolla Bollana Creek we packed up and fol-
lowed a track that took us to the main track between The Needles 
and Yadaninna. The passage through the creek beds was a little 
rough at times but once out in the open it was easier going. Soon 
we came to a track junction and we veered right to check out the 
ruin of Old Illinawortina. With open barren hills the country side was 
in stark contrast to the de-stocked area of Arkaroola. The ruins of 
the homestead sit right atop the riverbed and it must have been an 
impressive place when the creek was flowing and the seasons were 
good. Unfortunately, the good times were never common enough 
and like much of the rugged country in this area the land is only 
marginal for keeping stock.  
As we picked our way around the homestead ruins we found the re-
mains of at least 4 kangaroos that had used one of the rooms as a 
last resting place instead of the caves or natural overhands they 
normally seem to find. 
Soon it was back to the track junction where we turned towards 

south towards 
the Yadaninna 
Homestead. This 
leg didn't take 
long and once at 
the homestead 
we found it to be 
vacant as well. From there the track turned into a road and we 
were soon on our way south. We passed close by Yankaninna 
Homestead and then on past Owieandana Outstation before fi-
nally arriving at Mt Serle Station. After skirting around the station 
buildings we took the left road fork and were soon out on the main 
Copley to Balcanoona road.  
The turn off to Angepena Station is only a few hundred metres 
east of the Mt 
Serle road. Hav-

ing spoken to the landowner the night before we thought he may 
not be in, and that turned out to be the case. So we picked up the 
track south and headed off towards Mudlapena Gap where we 
stopped for lunch. This was a nice spot with water flowing from the 
nearby spring. 
The track continued on past Evan Outstation before passing the 
Angepena Goldfields. This area was a little confusing, with several 
tracks being present that were not marked on the 1:50000 topog-
raphic map for the area (Angepena). After a few false starts we 
eventually picked up the correct track that heads south east past 
some ruins at Angepena Treasure. A native well is then seen before 
the track passes a gate and ownership changes to Mulga View Sta-

tion.  
The track from this point follows numerous creek beds and becomes quite rough 
with lots of large boulders. The going was pretty slow through this area with a num-
ber of track detours around washed out sections. 
The track then briefly passes into Narrina Station before a turnoff to the west is 
reached. A couple of rock cairns indicated the turnoff and we soon skirting around 
Mt Hack through Main Gap. Not far on and we arrived at the boundary gate to War-
raweena Conservation Park. This fantastic place is leased by Wetlands and  Wild-
life , a non profit public company dedicated to conservation. They acquired the 
lease back in 1996 and the property was de-stocked. Later on, in 2003, the land 
surrounding the Sliding Rock Historical Site was also acquired and added to the 
Conservation Park.  
The park is managed by Stoney and Gina Steiner. Stoney is a native of Austria 
who fell in love with Australia while holidaying here some years ago. He has qualifi-
cations in a number of areas including Conservation and Park Management and he 
is passionate about Warraweena.  
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Having made initial contact by phone Stoney was aware we were on our way and provided us with the combination 
to the boundary gate. The lock was soon open and we were through on our way towards the homestead. 
 

On thing that is striking about War-
raweena are the large numbers of 
native pine stands that occur on 
the property. The track was in 
pretty good condition, with a num-
ber of washouts having been fixed 
up by Stoney's constant work. 
 
Soon we were at an intersection 
that led to the camping area at 
Black Range Spring. This was a 
fantastic spot alongside Sliding 
Rock Creek. There were grassy 
camp areas as well as fire rings 
and a long drop toilet. After check-
ing the spot out for a bit it was 
back to the main track. Not long 
after, a second track junction is 
reached.  
 
The left track heads south down 
towards Old Warraweena Home-
stead but we continued on. All of 
the major track junctions that we 

passed on the property were well sign posted by Stoney's unique drums. After passing a few more tracks off to our 
left we finally arrived at the Homestead by late afternoon and met up with Stoney.  
 
After a bit of a chat we decided to stay at 'Lambing Camp', the turnoff of to which we had passed a few kilometres 
back along the track. The rate was $10 per night which was very reasonable considering it gave us the freedom to 
check out some of the spectacular countryside on offer the next day. 
Soon our swags were set up and we collected some firewood from along the creek. The campground also had a long 
drop toilet and fire rings and was in good condition. After another roast in the camp oven it was soon into the swags 
after a long but rewarding day. 
 
Day 5 �We had organised with Stoney the 
previous day to do a 4WD loop trip that took 
in some of the highlights of the property. We 
left our gear at the camp and went back to 
the homestead early in the morning and 
went through the details with him. He kindly 
lent us a map that showed the intended 
route and we were soon off towards Cocka-
too Well Hut. After passing through areas of 
rocky outcrops we came to a large native 
pine forest before arriving at Cockatoo Well 
Hut. It's possible to stay at this hut and it's 
an impressive spot, not far from the base of 
Mt Gill (at 914 mt it's one of the highest 
peaks in the area). There is a rugged track 
that winds its way to the peak of Mt Gill and 
Stoney has just opened it to experienced 4 
Wheel Drivers. It involves a 35 kilometre 
loop from the homestead and there are 
some minimum vehicle requirements. For 
more information see here. There was a couple staying at the hut so we only stopped briefly to say hello before 
backtracking to our main route. Soon we turned off towards Dunbar Hut, via Yellow Well. This section of track is not 
marked on the 1:50000 map (Cadnia) but Stoney had included it on his copy.  Yellow Well was soon reached and we 
stopped to check out an old goat trap that surrounds a reedy section below the well. The goats are attracted to the 
water in summer and are led over a fence before becoming trapped. The trap was not in use but eradication of feral 
pests, including goats, is still a high priority at Warraweena. 
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The track soon passes the old Blinman copper diggings with an old ruined hut still visible. From there it's a short dis-
tance on to a track intersection that gives you a choice of which way you would like to enter the valley below.  
To the left, 'Suicide Track' heads steeply down a spur to the hut. There is a sign that warns drivers as you approach 
the start of the descent and it's worth stopping and admiring the view at 
this point. Dunbar Hut can be seen directly below, with Warrioota Creek 
winding its way east towards its headwaters. This track requires low 
range four wheel drive and needs some care. To make thinks safer, and 
to protect the track, it is only to be travelled one way - down. If steep 
tracks are not your thing there is an alternative way into the valley that is 
not quite as daunting.  
We chose the 'Suicide Track' option and the Hilux had no trouble in gen-
tly idling down the hill in low range. Once at the bottom we headed over 
and had a look at Dunbar Hut (which is also available to stay in) before 
heading east along the valley and into Warrioota Gorge. The track fol-
lowed the creek bed and after a short while we came to a section where 
another creek entered on our right. As directed by Stoney, we left the car 
at this point and walked up along the creek in search of some rock pools 
and a waterfall. 

With some water still 
around we walked the 
short distance along the 
creek and passed a num-
ber of pools before reach-
ing the waterfall. 
Although only flowing 
slightly over the rocky 
edge it was a great spot to stop and enjoy the surrounding area. 
After a few photos along the creek it was back to the car and on our 
way once more. We decided to continue on along Warrioota Creek 
and followed a faint track in the creek bed that got rougher the further 
in we went. After a couple of kilometres we stopped and had some 
lunch before deciding to turn and head back out. 
Soon we were back at Dunbar Hut and onto the main track that leads 
back to Warraweena Homestead. After a few kilometres the property 
boundary fence is reached and the track swings northward. The final 
spot of interest on the loop is the lookout near the base of Mount Stu-
art (881mt). A short track branches off to the right and a great view 
can be obtained of the countryside to the east as well as the Sliding 
Rock Ruins to the north. 
After getting back on to the main track it wasn't long before we were at 
Warraweena 
Homestead. All 
in all, the loop 

had been an excellent way to see some of the highlights of the 
property. For a detailed description of this route click here. 
On our return we had a long chat to Stoney and then gave the 
showers a test before making our way back to our campsite 
and cooking our final dinner. With an early departure planned it 
wasn't long before we were into the swags. 
Day 6 With a long trip back we made an early start and were 
away before dawn. The return trip to Adelaide was uneventful, 
except for the rain. It started near Pt Pirie and continued all 
day! 

Despite some windy weather the Flinders Ranges once again 
provided some excellent four wheel driving and great camping! 
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What a can of worms this topic can open from the sublime to the ridiculous. 
Yes I can hear you all saying it right now. “But trailers are not allowed or able to be taken across the Simpson desert 
“Or“ it is strongly advised against “. However people do take them across and I am one of those who has and I might 
add with ease on my particular trip from Mount Dare to Birdsville covering a combined route which still included most 
of the French Line. The reason I say on my particular trip is that the conditions can change rapidly in this part of our 
country. 
I myself was driving a 100 series Turbo diesel Landcruiser with Adventure camper trailer in tow. We also had in our 
group another 100 series Turbo diesel Landcruiser fully loaded and a Ford F250 6 cylinder Turbo diesel with an Ad-
venture Tray Top camper on the back of this vehicle. I might just mention now that the fuel consumption for all was 
approximately 140 litres the vehicle with the trailer being the least. The fully loaded TLC did on one occasion get it-
self caught on top of one of the many dunes requiring a gentle snatch backwards to have a second attempt which 
was done with ease. The Ford was another story having had new truck tyres fitted with a recommended inflation 
pressure of 80 psi yes that’s right 80 the question was how low do you go? Well the low tyre pressures for desert 
driving were the same as the other vehicles being around 16 psi or less  
But what about the vehicle with the trailer in tow I hear you asking. Well no assistance was required at all for the 
main trip except for Big Red all that was needed was sensible driving and respect for the track and those to follow. If 
a dune was not conquered on my first attempt we simply reversed the trailer back down, reassessed our gear selec-
tion and made it over with ease. Yes we did have more second and the odd third attempt but this was due to our de-
sire to make the point that trailers do not and are not damaging the dunes. I felt as though the trailer was smoothing 
over the tracks that we were driving over and this was agreed to by all other parties in our group. To prove my point 
even further I thought what the hell maybe BIG RED can stop me and my trailer. Well to a degree it did but I was so 
close to the top that with a light snatch, I was over the center track on big red with trailer in tow point made!!. 
What we should be doing is educating more diligently to all users of the desert the need for correct tyre pressures. In 
my line of work of camper trailer hire and sales I hear of people thinking they are super hero’s because they didn’t 
need to deflate their tyres or even use 4wd for there trip across the desert. Spinning highly inflated tyres in 2wd does 
a lot more damage to the tracks and dunes. This is what is doing the damage NOT trailers. Lets be realistic for a 
minute also if you think that you can just go out and buy a new 4wd and so called off road trailer and simply drive 
across the Simpson desert your asking for trouble. As Dave from Mount Dare Homestead mentioned to our group 
this is a real test track it will test everything. He also mentioned that an experienced person with trailer in tow will not 
have too many dramas. A very experienced tour operator out of Alice Springs is often at Mount Dare and he takes 
his trailer everywhere including the Simpson. 
Another consideration in the education process should be that those wanting to tow a trailer should be at least with 
one other vehicle with or without a trailer and they should know how to reverse their trailer and I mean confidently re-
verse too. You should also be aware of your vehicles performance capabilities in sand .Go somewhere close to 
home for a weekend and put yourself and vehicle through its paces to see what works best. By this I mean tyre pres-
sures high range or low range 4wd and be honest with yourself is the vehicle up to the trip with a trailer in tow. I my-
self had a 1989 2.8 Litre diesel Hilux and know that this vehicle would not have managed a crossing of the desert 
with a trailer in tow and I am sure to this even others may and will disagree.  
The debate can go on and on with someone even saying “why would you even want to take a trailer across the 
Simpson?” Well I believe that this is up to each individual to decide for themselves using the Think, Assess and De-
cide principals of 4wdriving. There are many remote tracks in our country on which trailers are taken with out such 
controversy and still the chances of major trailer damage and costly recovery expenses to the owners. My findings 
are that the majority of negative feed back in relation to trailers and the Simpson are from those who have done the 
trip without a trailer or not even done it at all.  
Perhaps they are disappointed that: 
They didn’t take their trailer along. 
Or 
They unfortunately do not own a capable off road camper trailer or own one at all. 
Or 
They themselves do not have the experience required to take a trailer along with them. 
I have looked closely on my trips to this area and seen those ready for the SD crossing and am bewildered at how 
much weight some have put on their roof racks and vehicles alike. Not to mention keeping the vehicle within it’s 
gross vehicle mass capacity and what this is doing to the vehicles center of gravity increasing the possibility of a roll-
over. 
Trailers are a much safer means of seeing our great country with out having camping gear packed in tightly around 
the kids and other passengers. Stop the nonsense I say and start to be realistic that there are quality off road camper 
trailers manufactured today that are more than capable for these types of trips. Lets begin to educate more strin-
gently the precautions that should be taken rather than the current response of “ No you cant “ because “yes you 
can“.            Keep on towing  
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THE SIMPSON DESERT AND TRAILERS!   
By Paul Tabone 



 

 

The group: 
Andrew, Mitchell & Austin Hiscock – Patrol 
Vaughan Moldenhauer, Alvin & Pam Charlesworth – Discovery 
Trevor & Shirley Beck – Patrol 
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Vaughan, Pam & Alvin left Whyalla at 6:00pm on the Thursday and headed to Parachilna. Deciding it was too 
early for bed, and not keen on the roadside campsite location, they continued north to the familiar and sheltered 
Farina campground North of Lyndhurst.  
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The Hiscocks and Becks departed Whyalla at 5:00am and travelled through the Flinders Ranges to Lyndhurst. 
After filling Trevors’ portable long range tank and deciding that the Discovery was ahead of us, we continued on 
to our first fuelling point at Marree where we topped up the kids too with chocolate ice creams. 
The wind at Marree was only marginally less than the howling winds of Lyndhurst. Not a good day for those 
strange tourists on bicycles. 
 
North bound on the Birdsville Track we crossed the Dog Fence just past Lake Harry and had a quick look at the 
excellent new campground facilities at Clayton. The lower part of the Track was in excellent condition and made 
the driving easier. The only rough section was the 10kms through the Cooper Creek floodplain where speeds 
were down as low as 40km/h in places. We stopped for a drink break here but it was fairly rushed due to the flies. 
Continuing on through the Natterannie Sand hills that caused Harry Ding and Tom Kruse so much grief, we ar-
rived at Mungerannie and met up with Vaughan, Alvin & Pam and had lunch. 
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The rest of the drive to Birdsville was uneventful with the Track seemingly improving, if that’s possible, with just 
the occasional toilet/drinks/tyre check stops to break up the trip. About 30kms from Birdsville we came across a 
couple with a flat tyre on their Landcruiser. After Vaughan stopped and check that they were OK, I made the com-
ment on the radio that I would hate to have a puncture so close to my destination. Right on cue Murphy kicked in 
and 13km from Birdsville I felt the rear of the Patrol go loose and I immediately pulled over. The passenger side 
rear tyre was almost flat. Trevor pulled in behind me and Vaughan turned back to come and help. When Vaughan 
got back to us he found that he also had a slow leak in a rear tyre. I pumped my tyre back up and found the hole 
in the centre of the tread. Trevor got his tyre repair kit out and put a temporary plug in the hole, which slowed the 
loss of air down to a trickle. We pumped the tyre up to 40psi and made a dash for town. 
 

 
Arriving in town we headed straight to the Birdsville Caravan Park, signed in and set up our tents overlooking the 
billabong. Vaughan, Pam & Alvin headed off for a pub dinner while the rest of us cooked up a feast. A few beers 
and early to bed as it had been a LONG day. 
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Early start to the day due to the Galahs/Corellas/Crows/noisy birds that greeted sunrise. 
Vaughan and I removed our sadly deflated tyres and headed off to the Mobil to get them repaired. Once we had 
this done it was off into the Simpson for the day. 

 We took the graded but rocky track out to the base of Big Red and deflated our tyres (I went down to 21psi rear 
and 19psi front) and noticed that the recommended tyre pressures have been removed from the info board. 

Obviously fear of litigation has forced the Parks people to be less specific and has probably lead to increased 
track and dune damage due to people running too high a pressure. 
We went over Big Red on the Southern Bypass crossing (about 3kms south of the higher and more challenging 
crossing) and entered the Simpson dune country. 

The first few dunes after Big Red were steep but after that they became less challenging (or were we in that dune 
driving “groove” already) and we were surprised by how dry it was on this side of Birdsville. 
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About 50kms into the desert we started crossing Eyre Creek tributaries and 57km in we arrived at Eyre Creek it-
self. The creekbed was bone dry so we took a right turn and drove upstream for 3kms. 

This was a first for all of us, especially considering when I went across the Simpson in 1997 it was a couple of 
metres deep. We backtracked along the creekbed to the main track and as the area around Eyre Creek is still full 
of thorns we went another couple of dunes west and stopped for lunch. 

A pleasant lunch (more fritz sandwiches for Austin) and we headed east back towards Birdsville. 
 
Arriving first at Big Red (the high, soft and steep crossing) we drove three quarters of the way up and got out to 
walk the rest. Few vehicles had been over it since the desert reopened so we wanted to check the other side 
(and check for oncoming vehicles). The left track was impossible due to a large sand blow creating a three or 
four metre high vertical face at the top. The right track was heavily chopped up and corrugated (those tyre pres-
sures?) so the hardly used centre track was our choice. This required a tight left turn about ten metres from the 
top in VERY soft sand. On my first attempt at going over I was doing 50km/h when I reached the base and hit the 
hump, which seems to be growing not wearing down, and made it around the bend at the top but stopped about 
two metres from the ridge. 
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With pride dented I reversed back down and deflated the tyres to 17psi front and back. This small reduction in 
pressure made a big difference and I went up and over quite easily. Vaughan in the Discovery was next and with 
his tyres at 12psi(!) he also did it easily. 

 
Trevor & Shirley had decided before we got 
there that with the camper on the back they 
would take the bypass track back to Birdsville. 
I guess it was the sight of us going over the 
top, and memories of their old 40 series 
shorty making many attempts in the early 
1990s, they got a rush of blood and decided 
to give it a go. Hitting the bump at the bottom 
as hard as they dared the Patrol made it to 
the ridge but stopped within spitting distance 
of the other side.  
 

Not wanting to back the camper down the 
dune for a second attempt, Trevor accepted 
a gentle tow over the ridge and we were all 
on the Birdsville side again. We were all im-
pressed given the camper unit weighs one 
tonne. 
 
A few photos were taken including Vaughan 
parking brochure style on the highest point 
with desert in the background. 

Back in Birdsville at about 4pm we had 
missed the afternoon guided tour of the mu-
seum so we lazed around camp and generally 
teased the neighbours who got stuck on the 
bypass track and abandoned their desert day-
trip. They were truly horrified when I showed 
them the through the windscreen racecam 
video of us doing the real Big Red crossing. 
Vaughan, Pam and Alvin did the pub dinner 
thing again while we stayed at the caravan 
park and did it rough with camp cooking. 
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We were awoken again by the chorus of birds (what would you expect in a town called Birdsville) on Anzac Day 
and it seems that even in outback Queensland its bitterly cold for the Dawn Service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alvin attended the service and joined in the dubious Anzac Day local custom of drinking Bundy and milk at 6am. 
After breakfast we packed up ready to drive south on the journey home. The kids and I explored the billabong 
area while the others did the morning museum tour. 
A quick photostop at the Birdsville racecourse and then down the track to the Diamantina. 
The river was quite wide but barely flowing. 
This side of Birdsville was very green as you’d expect so soon after the floods and in complete contrast to the 
Simpson the day before. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further south we detoured after Clifton Hills station onto a track to the Warburton Creek. 
The creek had obviously been at leat two metres deeper as recently as a few days before as the bank were very 
damp and muddy.  
Tossing a stick into the water you could see how quickly it was flowing towards Lake Eyre. We hadn’t pack our 
snow skis so we didn’t venture as far as the two men who had recently been stranded in the area while canoeing 
(it takes a lot of logical planning to pack snow skis when canoeing in the Australian desert). 
Next stop on the cannonball run was Mungerannie waterhole and wetlands for a break and a few more photos. 
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Mungerannie looks like a great place to camp, but we had plenty of time to get to our planned campsite at Clay-
ton Station Wetlands. 

 
The campground facilities are excellent and well worth the donation to stay there. The wetlands they have set up 
2kms from the campground is also worth a look. 
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The drive home from Clayton was 
uneventful. We stopped in at Copley bakery for lunch 
then a leisurely drive home through the Flinders Ranges. 
We arrived home in Whyalla on the Monday afternoon. 
On Tuesday night/Wednesday morning there was light 
rain on the Birdsville Track north of Mungerannie and the 
track was closed for two days. Only luck prevented us 
from being trapped in Birdsville for an extra couple of 
days. Whether it was good luck or bad is subjective as an 
extra couple of days would have been nice but I wouldn’t 
have been looking forward to making that call to the of-
fice……. 
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(photos captured from video - sorry about the quality) 
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As you can gather we spent many hours preparing for our "big trip" I guess I spent time over a period of almost 
three years gleaning information, gathering comments either first hand from other travellers, reading every cara-
van mag I could and collating information and clippings until we had an enormous amount of disjointed pieces. 
The four of us then sat down over a beer and listed all the places that each of us thought we might have an inter-
est in. Once we had this we dragged out the map and jotted down an initial route. This started me off on the 
spreadsheet that shows the distances, stopovers, mileage travel time etc. We started by saying we didn't want to 
spend the entire trip looking at white lines or potholes so we set down some criteria. Our prime objective was to 
see the Kimberley 
 
We would try to average no more than 150 km a day at an arbitrary 70 kph or say just over two hours over  the 
entire journey. In reality this meant that if we travelled for eight hours on anyone day then we would stop for 3 
days in the one place to make up for the excess travel. This proved to be a reasonable guide although we finally 
averaged  about 190/day for the entire trip including side/daytrips. We averaged  just 130 km/day with the van in 
tow.  In many of the more remote areas there is really nothing to do but keep on trucking eg Broome to Port Hed-
land where the country is mile after mile of mallee type scrub, dead kangas and horses, interspersed with salt 
bush and mallee scrub. This plan of attack enabled us to calculate approx how long we needed to complete the 
trip and thereby plan our leave accordingly. Our friends had over eighteen weeks to spare whilst I had just on 14 
weeks leave. Our initial plan showed that we really didn't see enough time to include Darwin and south of Perth. 
As we plan to go to Darwin via the Gulf in the future we didn't have any problem with this approach (our friends 
had been there previously) and we felt that as it would be too cold south of Perth in August we would do that in a 
couple more years and include the South Australian peninsulas in an eight week trip in warmer 
weather. 
 
With this mind set we then started to obtain up to date maps, area activities and things to see from all the major 
tourist information centres along the route. This involved writing to them, faxes, emails, or gathering info from the 
net. WA Tourism have an excellent site which lead to WA Roads and all the local info bureaus. Over the months 
we gained a pretty good idea of what was there to explore and what interested us as a group.  
 
Further information gathering at the various caravan shows in Melbourne armed us with a huge information 
source. I purchased a number of books/maps from the the Melbourne Map Centre in 738-740 Waverley Road 
Chadstone. Ron & Viv  Moon's books on the Kimberley were invaluable and provided a vast amount of informa-
tion and directions. I then called on resources from workmates in our SA/WA offices and obtained all the RAA 
pouring maps I could - these proved extremely useful in conjunction with the localised information centre area 
booklets. 
 
Gradually as we refined the "plan of attack" and a base plan eventuated on our spreadsheet and so the calcula-
tions commenced. We assumed a base of 5 km/litre of fuel at an average of $1 litre ( Fuel was then a miserable 
70c/litre in Melbourne and gas just 20-25c/litre. - oh how that's changed!)  We then said parks would cost us say 
$20/night and we would spend say $50 per head per day on everything (meals, entertainment, grog, tours, entry 
fees etc) - This meant we would need to budget say $2500 for fuel, $2000 for accommodation and say $10000 
for the rest. We felt that if we could not afford this then there wasn't much point in going until we could.  
When we started our planning I still had two kids at university costing us well over  $20000 a year so the budget 
was a real consideration. 
 
Once we saw this barrier was overcome then it was down to the real thing. Set the dates and lets go. My mate's 
wife is DON of a local nursing home so time off was a problem for a while due to extensive new accreditation 
rules - once settled we then looked at what was on where and collectively decided to leave no later than the end 
of May which put us about two weeks ahead of "the pack". It proved a wise decision as we had very little trouble 
with sites anywhere except Broome. We did not want to book ahead any more than say a week as this would 
simply have created too many time restraints. The spreadsheet enabled us to gain a rough idea of where we 
might be at a given date IF we stuck to the plan. It enabled us to make forward decisions as to when  we could 
extend, shorten, or simply eliminate a stay.  
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By Ron Holland 

This article was originally written for Badgers’ 
excellent Australian Caravan Parks Report 

website. It’s well worth a visit at: 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~badger04 



 

 

Through a combination of research of what we wanted to see and calculating roughly how long it might take, we 
were able to set out a plan that proved to be fairly close to the mark. Most importantly though we did not let it 
override the day to day decisions of what/where we would go - that would be crazy and result in missing many 
exciting places. If time is not a restriction then you really don't need it other than to log the places that are of in-
terest. Before we left I felt my time frame was more than adequate and largely this was true. The only thing I did 
not think about before we left was just how far away from home we were time wise. To go back to Darwin or 
Perth again now means we will retrace the same ground for almost a month - in retrospect it may have been a 
better thing to have allowed the extra time and covered these places.  Derby and the Gibb River Road were won-
derful places but it is almost 6500 km from home  and two months travelling before you start to reach the dirt 
roads. Due to the abnormal wet the previous year we could not get into a number of places and roads to Mitchell 
Falls, Bells Gorge and Kalumbaru were still closed when we arrived so it looks like we'll have to back track at 
some stage in the future. 
 
The 'bush telegraph" also proved to be a real source of information and sometimes mis-information. Superb 
places like Shothole Canyon and Turquoise Beach near Exmouth  don't appear on the local tourist brochures but 
are simply not to be missed. We would not have spent so much time at Exmouth had we relied on brochures. We 
learnt of them at 80 mile Beach. On other occasions we were told this place or that was marvellous e.g. Mill-
stream NP near (?) Karratha- it proved to be pretty ordinary. But one man's castle is another man's chook house! 
 
Over the years we have planned our trips in a similar manner but not let the plan over-ride the enjoyment. We 
have travelled together throughout Victoria and along the east coast as far as Brisbane, usually choosing some-
where as a base then fanning out from there to see everything we could. It took us fifteen years to get north of 
Sydney with repeated trips to Merimbula, Bateman's Bay, Nowra, Kiama, and Shoalhaven Heads 
all causing lengthy delays each year. 
 
In recent years our holidays have changed to more a nomadic style. Partly because we no longer have the kids 
to contend with and partly because time has not been such a constraint. Now we tend to be a bit more feral 
(more bush camping) and have become a bit more aboriginal in our stays - we are always on the move, a bit of  
hunting (mainly fish) and lots of gathering (mainly rubbish but girls will be girls!). If we like a place we stay until 
we have run out of interest then move on for an hour or two and repeat the process. 
 
The attached   trip summary evolved over recent months because a couple of my long time workmates are about 
to retire and asked me for details of our trip so that they might use these in a simple trip later this year. I had 
scanned a number of photos for posterity and one thing led to another and now I'm getting quite a few requests 
for copies – perhaps I'd better get into the publishing business! My main hope is that others can get some help in 
planning there trip.  
 
Only recently have I discovered the Internet and the opportunities that this medium presents. It  was only by acci-
dent that I discovered two really helpful sites that have prompted me to supply them with most of the information 
attached. Have a look at these great information bases for fellow travellers and I wish I had known of it when we 
started planning our stays. -"live" descriptions of the various parks often prove more accurate than the "rated" 
opinions in the various Big 4/Top Tourist type publications -and they don't have many of the out of the way spots. 
Try these sites:- 
 
http://www.geocities.com/flourpower.geo/caravan.htm 
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~adryan/caravan/home.htm 
 
Another thing worth mentioning is communications - mobile phones might be ok in the big centres but our OP-
TUS/VODAPHONE system were as useless as an ashtray on a motor bike - a carrier pigeon is more reliable. 
Our friends had a TELSTRA pre paid which  seemed to be ok close to most of the more remote roadhouses. 
Phone cards were often unusable on those yellow or orange pay phone in many parks. We used email via a free 
Hotmail address and the local library in most towns - worked well with sometimes a small fee for the time or a 
need to book a time for use. We bought a small short wave radio which proved invaluable in many places where 
local AM/FM radio is non-existent.  
 
I trust this gives you an insight into the work behind the summary and I hope this can help others "on the wallaby"  
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The camper trailer has become a very popular mode of camping accommodation in the last few years. Traditional 
campers who have been car based camping for years using a tent & roof racks are now beginning to see the 
benefits of a camper trailer. So what are the benefits of dragging a camper trailer all round the country behind 
you. 
 
Firstly we enjoy the freedom which a camper trailer gives you when packing for a weekend away. There is no 
need to pack your vehicle on Friday afternoon after work, carrying heavy boxes between the house & vehicle, 
drive the couple of hours to your destination & then unpack to make camp. Those who own a camper enjoy the 
freedom of leisurely packing the camper during the week. This gives rise to a more relaxing & less stressful time. 
 
On the other side of the weekend is the unpacking. In most cases the camper trailer owner can unhitch the 
camper on Sunday night & leave it to be unpacked at a later & more convenient time, like during the week. You 
can then stay later in camp & have tea there, instead of driving home to baked beans on toast in front of the news 
after unpacking the car for work the next morning. Again a less stressful time for all involved. 
 
The next consideration would have to be setting up. How fast do those flip over camper trailer owners set up an 
overnight camp. They undo a couple of clips & swing the floor over & that’s it. No pegs required, kitchen swings 
out & bed already made. Beats putting up a tent & unpacking everything from the back of the 4wd & a roof rack. 

by Robert Sanderson 

Most camper trailer owners have the basic food items 
permanently included in the camper & only consum-
ables are added as needed before the trip. I don’t 
know how many times we have run out of something 
in the house & have had to raid the camper.  
 
 
There is a place for every-
thing & everything in its 
place in the camper trailer. 
BBQ plate, cooking gear, 
spade, axe, backpacks, ta-
ble & chairs can all be left in 
storage ready for the next 
outing. It is also very tempt-
ing to load the camper up 
with more than you really 
need. Careful planning & 
noting of what you do & 
don’t use over the weekend 
can avoid this situation. It 
all comes down to experi-
ence.  
 
The kitchen is the hub of a 
camper trailer & if the cook 
is happy, then so is every-
one else. Kitchens can be 
rear pull outs, side mounted or even in a specially 
built box off the A frame, as well as internal. An easy 
accessible kitchen is a very handy item for those road 
side stops for smoko or lunch when on the move. 
Water, stove & food is all at hand which makes meal 
preparation an easy task. Another consideration is a 
wind & rain proof kitchen in camp under the awning 
with walls attached. Some Kitchens are designed to 
be portable & can be erected away from the camper 
altogether.  

A bed up off the ground is far warmer, cozier & more 
comfortable than sleeping on the ground in a swag, 
on foam or an airbed. Your bed in the camper can 
even be a queen size inner sprung mattress if you 
like, essential for those bad backs. You also get a 
good nights sleep in sheets with a dunna just like 
your bed at home. 

 
Towing a camper trailer will 
also put less strain on your 
vehicle, instead of loading 
up the roof racks & rear 
cargo area with gear for an 
extended holiday into the 
outback. Then there is the 
extra fuel, water, gas bot-
tles etc. All these items are 
safely stored in racks & 
holders on the camper.  
 
You can’t compare the 
modern canvas types with 
the old. They are now light-
weight & more waterproof 
than ever. Gone is the the-
ory the heaver the better. 
These modern canvases 
are made from a light 

weight cotton impregnated with silicones & polymers. 
They are easy to handle when erecting or packing the 
camper up ready for travel. 
 
The camper trailer gives you the freedom & easy life-
style in our great outdoors. They will go most places 
a 4wd can. No wonder people are moving towards 
them  
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Ceduna to Tarcoola�

Googs Track is named after Goog Denton, the man responsi-
ble for creating the track in the 1970s. The track from Ceduna 
to Mount Finke was built by John (Goog) and Jenny Denton, 
their children Martin, Debbie and Jeffrey and Jenny's brother 
Denis Beattie between June 1973 and August 1976.  
 
Googs Track travels through Yumbarra Conservation Park and 
Yellabinna Regional Reserve. Googs Track forms part of the 
National Parks group, please read the National Parks Code 
before embarking on your journey 
 
 
Things to know before traveling Goog's Track: 
 

The Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) advise vehicles to travel north along the track, due to 
safety concerns. 

 
The nearest fuel stop is at Ceduna prior to the trip or Glendambo on the Stuart Highway. 
 
Recommended campsites are at Googs Lakes and Mount Finke. 

Firewood can be collected at intervals along the track and should only be used sparingly. 
Vehicles are prohibited from driving off track and on the lake.  

 
Vehicles should engage 4WD and lower tyre pressures as this helps by making travel easier and protecting 

the track from becoming severely corrugated.  
Vehicles should also carry the appropriate recovery gear, including shovel and air compressor.  
 
Mount Finke is the highest landform at 369 metres. 

Begin the climb from car park and sign the visitor's book located beneath the trig point. 
The view from the summit of the surrounding sea of mallee, is spectacular.  

Visitors planning to visit Childara Rock-hole or travel through Lake Everard Station strictly need prior ar-
rangement with station management - Phone: (08) 8648 1884.  

 
Respect Aboriginal Cultural sites and please do not remove any artefacts.  
 
Please contact DEH in Ceduna prior to travel for update on road conditions and visitor numbers to the track. 
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By Andrew Schwenke�

The group of four cars left Whyalla at 0800hrs on Good Friday. We headed out via the Iron Baron to Kimba road 
past Secret Rocks. Arrived at Minnipa at around 1100hrs to pick up David & Robyn. Robyn as a local gave us a 
tour of the area visiting Tcharkuldu Rock and Pildappa Rock, where we had lunch.. Tcharkuldu Rock is one of 
the ty[pical granite rocks with the gutters and rain water collection tank/dams, while Pildappa Rock has a wind 
eroded face similar to Wave Rock Hyden in WA. It is not as large, but certainly a spectacular example so very 
close and accessible. Worth a visit. Lothar enjoyed the track having got a little air beneath the Pathfinder on the 
way out through a big dip in the road. 

We continued on to Ceduna arriving around 1400hrs 
and fuelled up at the BP servo and topped up any last 
requirements. A quick run along the beach road and 
out of town to the turn-off to Kalanbi on the first bend 
just North of Ceduna. 
The track bypasses Lone Oak homestead now. We 
had previously arranged our camping permits from 
the National Parks & Wildlife. After entering the track 
through the dog proof fence gate, we deflated our 
tyres and fitted sand flags. We tuned to Channel 18 
and set the second set on scan. Picked up a few con-
versations from a group travelling south and success-
fully passed them. One of their vehicles had a failed 
alternator bearing and they had decided to return to 
Ceduna for repairs. 

Arrived at the ‘memorials’, stopped for a look at the head-
stones of Googs and son, placed a donation in the money 
tree and then carried on to Googs Lake, where we made 
camp for the night. There were two other groups at the lake 
and one at the memorials camping that night. The track to 
this point has not been difficult, but it is necessary to deflate 
the tyres and use 4WD. Some sharp drop-offs going over 
some dunes added to the day’s trip. There is plenty to ex-
perience; lizards, birds and flowers are all abundant, includ-
ing the flies. The night was very warm with a small wind 
storm and slight rain drizzle early morning. 
 
 
Saturday 
Back on Goog’s original track and again heading north. The track was similar to yesterday, with the dunes a little 
higher and a bit softer. The view from the dune tops was a sea of scrub in all directions. We picked up a couple 
of groups travelling south and found good passing spots each time. All groups had sand flags fitted, which 
helped in spotting the oncoming vehicles. As we neared Mt Finke, there were sections of rocky track and a 

change of vegetation, as the Desert Oaks became more 
plentiful. These trees were magnificent and there were 
large groves of them. Mt Finke at 369metres is the domi-
nant land feature for the area and once sighted you seem 
to keep looking for it from every ridge. 
 
We drove up to Mt Finke base and set up camp for the 
night. The area at this location was very hard. Note for fu-
ture trips: going off to the right a little further round the 
base to the north are a number of better camping spots. 
After setting up the camp, we drove around the north side 
of Mt Finke and then returned to the base trig point. Julie 
and Michael decided to climb it and set off while the rest of 
us decided to enjoy a cool beer. They returned victorious 
after about an hour and half. 
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Sunday 
We woke to a beautiful sunrise, after another warm night. The flies were extremely friendly over breakfast of ba-
con and eggs. One tyre on the 60 series landcruiser had deflated over night and after a wheel change we drove 
out of Mt Finke on the same track we came in, having not been able to find the entry to the other exit. A second 
track to Mt Finke going through a series of salt pans back to the main track is supposedly a very interesting 
track, this is very easily detected travelling from the north, a reason to do the track in reverse sometime. Back on 
the track we headed through some very loose dunes and it is obvious that not everyone deflates their tyres suffi-
ciently or always engages 4WD as there are severe holes where vehicles have lost traction. 

 
We left the sand dunes at the north gate of the dog proof 
fence and pumped our tyres up at this point. The track 
along the fence to Malbooma is badly washed out in some 
areas. We exited the track at Malbooma and found our 
way blocked by a train with some mechanical problems. 
Drove up to the locomotive and had a talk to the driver, 
who then moved the train forward enough to clear the 
crossing. 
 
Drove on through Tarcoola to Kingoonya and stopped at 
the pub for lunch. The old pub was reopened in November 
after a 22 year closure. The service was sloooow, but I 
guess you don’t have a lot of pressure out here. Worth a 
stop for a look. The new owners said they will try to get a 
fuel outlet, if business is OK. 

 
We continued on to Glendambo for a fuel up (115.5c/lt) and then back out to Kingoonya for the turn-off to Moon-
aree. Our target was to try and get to Mt Ives for the night camp, but as we went along we realised that this was 
a bit ambitious. There was no wind and the dust was just hanging in the air making travelling a little slower for 
anyone except the lead vehicle. We were beaten to a lovely green and what looked like a protected camping 
area just north of Skull tanks near Lake Everard. The roof top tanks about 10 kms north of Skull Tanks are 
probably a better example than the Skull Tanks and we took time to look around these before pulling over to 
camp on Moonaree station just after Kangaroo Well. The area was well protected and had been the site for pre-
vious campers or mustering teams, although a little dusty. 
 
Monday 
An early start today to give us time for a good look at Lake 
Gairdner. We drove into the access on the west shore and 
took a look at the lake. The lake is not accessible in this 
area and not very pristine. The salt was grey and littered 
with the dead trees. From here we continued to Mt Ives Sta-
tion and collected a map and key to the DLRA access area 
to Lake Gairdner. Along the track to the lake, there are a 
number of other attractions and we visited Kath’s Castle 
and the Embankment. Both are worth the visit. 
 
The lake from this side was is accessible and amazingly 
beautiful and pristine white. Bring the sunnies! The children 
played football and we had lunch before returning the key to 
the station. A must see when in the area, along with the other attractions. A few more points of interest on the 
map will be visited in future trips.  
 
From here we headed home arriving in Whyalla around 1700hrs. Some statistics on the trip are Lothar recorded 
1392kms for 199Lts (14.29l/100kms) while I recorded 1380kms for 262Lts in the 80 Series (18.98l/100kms) with 
the roof rack and roof boxes. Surprised me no end and the truck is going in for some checks. 
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By Gray Stanton�

The trip started on Friday with four of the vehicles travelling 
down to Ceduna early but we didn't get away until 6:00 oclock 
that night. By the time we got to Ceduna it was 10:30 and, 
while filling up the vehicles we were informed that there were 
some heavy storms on the way.  
The first group had elected to live it up in the Ceduna Caravan 
Park, but Gary and I decided to brave the elements and camp 
on Googs track. Finding our way onto the track in the dark 
was a breeze thanks to my new GPS. I had input some strate-
gic waypoints into it using OziExplorer the day before. The 
only problem we had was with an irate farmer who wasnt at all 
pleased with us travelling through his property after dark as 
we headed for the track. We didnt even know it was a prop-
erty with no indication on the map or on the road. 
First Learning Point: The southern end of Googs track is only accessible during daylight hours.  
It was close to midnight by the time we had found a camp, put the kids to bed (in the cars) and stretched out in our 
swags. I had mine all done up in preparation for the storms. In the end I had to open it up because I was getting too 
hot and we enjoyed a lovely dry night.  
The next morning we woke to find Gary had destroyed his rear tyre. It had been spiked through the tread during the 
night but who knows how far he had travelled on it. The rest of the group reached us late after spending an hour try-
ing to find the bakery in Ceduna. How big can the town be? Finally we set off for Googs lake with my vehicle in the 
lead; since I was the only one with a sand flag erected. It didnt take long for the dunes to begin and they proved to 
be good fun and fairly easy going to start with. Recent rain had firmed up the sand although the tops of the dunes 
were beginning to dry out.  
The corrugations were a different matter. I have travelled over some pretty bad corrugations over the years but these 
were some of the worst I had ever experienced. They really gave the cars a good vibration test. I had to tape down 
my GPS to stop it jumping out of its cradle. Two early casualties were my fridge slide and my cruise control stalk; but 
both were easily fixed.  
We made it to the salt lake for lunch and spent a lovely time enjoying the scenery while the kids explored the lake or 
played football. We eventually got going again at about 2:00 pm.  
We continued on North heading for Mount Finke. The dunes were proving more challenging now and several vehi-
cles had to have second attempts at some of them. The corrugations only seemed to be getting worse. At one point 
they were so bad I hit my head on the roof of my vehicle. Second Learning Point: Always wear your seat belt, no 
matter how slow you are going.  
Averaging only 30 kph it was getting close to dark by the time we reached Mt. Finke and set up camp. We had an-
other fine night with the kids enjoying a bonfire while the adults cooked up way too much food for everyone to eat. It 
rained steadily through the night, but nothing dramatic. The next morning it was my turn to wake to a flat tyre. It had 
gone down slowly over night after a tiny spike to the side wall so was easily repaired.  
Gary and I decided to leave early while te rest of the groupsee above photo, went for a leisurely stroll up to the top of 
Mt. Finke. We hit the track again and it wasnt too long before we had reached the dog fence at the northern end of 
the track and said goodbye to the dunes. 226 kilometres of very enjoyable dune driving (except for the corrugations).  
The track west to Glendambo was flat and fast and we covered the distance in time to lunch at the roadhouse there 
while they repaired my tyre and sold Gary a new one. Then it was back west to Kingoonya and down south through 

the Gawler Ranges. We made camp early for the first time 
for the weekend and enjoyed an excellent night. The rest of 
the group had made Glendambo for the night and experi-
enced a very cold night while where we were it was pleas-
antly warm.  
The next day both groups took their time breaking camp; 
not leaving until after lunch. The group at Glendambo re-
turned home along the black top while Gary and I continued 
through to Iron Knob on fast dirt. Gary somehow managed 
to puncture another rear tyre but this time didnt destroy it 
(spiked through the tread again). He obviously wanted 
more practice at changing them. Both groups arrived back 
in Whyalla at close to the same time Monday afternoon and 
an eventful but enjoyable 1,300 km of travel had come to 
and end. 
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My Patrol is still a work in pro-
gress but here are the details: 
 
2003 3.0TD GU DX. TJM winch 
bull bar, Warn XP9500 winch, 
TJM XGS shocks and  50mm 
raised springs. GME3400 UHF. 
Pirahma DBE dual battery man-
agement and  Reefer DT50 
fridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next on the list is roof rack cage because the fridge takes up so much room, Lightforce 240 
Blitz and Goodtyear MTRs hopefully before a Simpson Trip in July. 
 
 
 
 
That trip is part of the Overlander forum/RFDS fundraiser and I will include a trip report in due 
course. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Favourite spots are Robe and 
Ngarkat but I'm new to this 
4WDing and can't  wait to get 
into the Flinders Ranges when 
the chance arises. 
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Thought you may be interested to hear about a trip I recently took over a 
12-day period from end of July to early August. 
 
My partner Sue and I drove my Subaru Outback and camper trailer from 
Adelaide staying for 3 nights at ‘Roonka’ on the river near Blanchetown. 
One day we drove up to Morgan where there is a 4wd area that may 
have been part of a quarry and is an excellent area for climbing, de-
scending and negotiating all manner of slopes and hill types. This is a 
great area within 2 hours of Adelaide to spend all day trying out 4wd 
techniques. After leaving Blanchetown drove to Mildura along the Murray 
taking in some dirt tracks along the River. Arrived at Hattah Kulkyne Wil-
derness Lodge near Colignan, Victoria, about 30km SE of Mildura. Here we stayed 3 nights. We visited the Hat-
tah Kulkyne National Park, enjoyed some fine 4wd along sandy tracks within the National Park itself. The Park 
was very dry and all of the lakes had dried up to small stinking muddy bogs. We had hoped to try some fishing, 
maybe next time. 
 
One thing we noticed was the amount of water being sucked out to irrigate the vineyards and other crops apart 
from Oranges all along the river. No wonder our once mighty river Murray hardly flows out to sea any more. Any 
way after Mildura we travelled up to Broken Hill and stayed in the caravan park. (Hint: don’t stay in the park on 
the Adelaide road) The trucks that pass thru seem to be driving right thru your tent all hours of the night). We 
heard from a couple that was there for a few days that the night before a road train stopped on the road outside 
the park and changed 2 tyres at 3am and apparently didn’t care about how much noise he made. We found out 
the best one to stay at is the one that overlooks a man made lake on the other side of town near the mines. 

 
Next day drove up to Tibooburra, this road is used to trial 
different bitumen surfaces and alternates between dirt and 
bitumen for the 300 or so km. The dirt sections are well 
maintained and due to the changing road condition the trip 
seems to pass quite quickly. The country is extremely dry 
and we sympathise with the Pastoral lessees who are try-
ing to eak out a living. Overnight at the Caravan Park 
(parking lot) and it was fun trying to drive tent pegs in to 
well hardened dirt (concrete almost) Next day up early, 
packed up and off to the Park Rangers HQ only to find he 
only works from Monday to Friday and today unfortunately 
was Saturday……. 
 

Drove thru Sturt National Park, checked out the Stockade where Sturt and his men set up semi permanent camp 
to keep the stock in one place and prevent the local tribes from helping themselves. I still wonder what drove 
these men to explore these remote and barren areas and we complain when we have a couple of hours in an air-
conditioned vehicle and cover 400-500 km. These poor devils rode horses or walked for all available daylight and 
covered 30 miles if they where lucky and carrying all their goods. 
 
Continued on the track to Cameron Corner. (You 
can see the Qld border fence and track, take heed of 
the signs, as it is an offence to drive on the fence 
tacks). This entire track is in good condition with 
some areas of corrugations. The track is not well 
sign posted and a wrong turn saw us st the gate to 
cross into Qld. So back to the ‘T’ junction and take 
the other track.  After a 20 km drive you come over 
this rise and there is the gate to enter SA. It is most 
unusual, all of a sudden its there, out of the blue…
the area that all three states join. Take the time and 
stop in at the store and at least buy an Ice cream or 
a bumper sticker, we did. (Been there-done that) 
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Story by Paul Hagan 
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One moment the post is surrounded with visitors and 
next time you look over they have all got into their 4wd 
and departed in a cloud of dust, some to NSW and oth-
ers continuing into SA. The track from the corner to the 
Strzelecki track is very rough in some places and we 
came across a road gang who where reluctantly using 
the grader to scrape the road. They prefer to use the 
grader after rain as it helps consolidate the earth. We 
stopped for a coffee break at the big Yellow Double 
Decker bus, now a haven for the local finch population. 
One wonders why and how they got the bus there, 
when you consider the condition of roads many years 
ago would be far worse than we are used to now. 
 

We continued along the track across the undulating sand hills, caution must be taken and keep to the left as road 
trains tend to take up the middle of the road and to meet one on the crest of a hill would be most upsetting, it 
could spoil you holiday permanently. At the next T-junction which is poorly sign posted, You have the choice of 
going on via Merty Merty HS and joining the new Strzelecki track or continuing on the old track to Innamincka. 
We took the old track, we had heard it was not used as much and was not maintained as well. It was a pleasant 
surprise. It was sandy and soft in some areas but a nice change from the new track, which can be very rough and 
stony in some places. The track passes through Gas and Oilfields. The maintenance workers use the track and 
its offshoots to service the big ‘bobbing’ style pumps dotted around the area. 
 
We found the Old track quite fast and more enjoyable as it has rem-
nants of the way the track used to be with wide flood pans, which 
would become impassable to any vehicle even 4wd, then narrow 
windy parts that one had to slow down to negotiate safely. This part of 
the trip also passes quickly, as the scenery changes from dense bush 
to open plains and softly undulating sand hills, in some areas you are 
driving north between the deep red sand hills. Remember I am still 
towing my camper trailer and I arrived at Innamincka well before the 
vehicles we saw leaving Cameron Corner; they took the new track to 
Innamincka via Merty Merty HS. 
 
We had a Desert pass, so we could camp almost anywhere along the Cooper Creek. We found a nice spot on 
Ski Beach and camped there for 3 nights. There is something strangely romantic about sitting on the bank of the 
famous Cooper that one hears about so much, with a fishing rod in one hand and a Coopers Pale Ale in the other 
hand, just looking and pondering for hours. (It makes me want to pack up and return) 
 
Took a run out to Coongie Lakes on day 2. Now that’s a rough road, 110km in and 110km out on some of the 
worst corrugations I have ever driven over, so bad you wonder why you have decided to go. About 20km before 
the Lake area you come across the Kudriemitchie Outstation. This building was relocated to its present site and 
has been adopted by the Toyota 4WD Club and has helped to restore it for public use. The complex is available 
to use by prior arrangement and quite adequate and suitable for a large group to stay for a few days. The area 
was still extremely dry and the water hole was suffering badly in need of a good flushing from a good rain. 

 
Just prior to entering the Lake area are signs advising to 
lower tyre pressure due to very soft sandy tracks. Take the 
time and deflate your tyres and you will enjoy the ride and 
not cut up the tracks. Take the ‘4wd track only’ over the hill 
and you forget that you bounced your self and the vehicle 
silly for the last 2 hours. Truly amazing, even though the 
water level has dropped about a metre or so the shear 
amount of water surface area has to be seen to be believed. 
All manner of bird life, Pelicans by the hundred, Ducks, 
Swans, Ibis, Egrets etc. The 4wd track is most enjoyable 
and my Outback handled it as good as any other 4wd. 
Small steep hills of the reddest sand, deep soft sand, tracks 
that led you out onto the beach area of the lake. There are 
signs asking that you don’t drive on the lake edge as this 

can damage the surface and you may even get bogged. When we where at the lakes we only saw 2 other vehi-
cles so if one got into trouble and needed assistance it could be a long wait. 
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Before tea that night and due to the rough track, I decided to check the undercarriage for damage. All went well 
till I could not get one of the front LHS wheel nuts off. It had seized on the stud. Wild thoughts of being stuck 
somewhere with flat tyre flashed through my mind…. having all the right tools and spare wheel would be mean-
ingless if the wheel nut can not be removed even with passer-by help.  Before departing, the local garage re-
moved the nut for me using the air spanner set at max torque! Later I had a new stud fitted under warranty from 
Subaru. 
 
As all good holidays go it soon came to an end and we departed the Cooper Creek and drove down the Old part 
of the track again and picked up the new track at the Merty Merty turn off. As we had departed late from Inna-
mincka we planned to camp overnight at Montecollina Bore, about 220 km south of Innamincka on the Strzelecki 
track. One of the bores put down in the early days to provide water for stock being driven down to Port Augusta. 
The last time we where here only saw 4 other vehicles. This time it looked like a caravaners convention. Some 
15 or so off road caravans and assorted 4wd vehicles had set up camp all around the bore. The water at the bore 
outlet is quite warm, but when it enters the large pond area quickly chills down and was very cold. 
 
We found a secluded spot on the edge of the camping area and where enjoying a quiet beer within 15 minutes. 
As the sun began to set, the stars appeared like spotlights and it is one of the few places I know of that you can 
see the horizon for 360 degrees. The colours of the sunset on a cloudless sky change from the orange near the 
setting sun through shades of steely blue to the blackness off the ski on the opposite side, quite fantastic. The 
stars seemed to be close enough to touch and the Milky Way was truly the ‘Milky Way’. 
 
The next day we packed up before the others even stirred and drove home, what could I say, it was all over…. 
 
 
 
Technical details for those interested; 
 
Towing the Camper trailer certainly increased my fuel consumption. 
Fuel Economy 11.8L/100Km (normally I get 10L/100Km) 
Total distance travelled was 3,671Kms 
Total fuel used was 435 Litres 
Total cost of fuel was $435.15 
Average cost of fuel was $1.00/L 
Caravan Parks: 
Broken Hill and Tibooburra approx $20/night for powered site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos by Andrew Hiscock, on a separate Trip 
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Back in October 2003, having been in South Australia 
for about 10 months, I decided it was time for a week 
long trip through the Flinders. The plan was to see as 
much as I could in a short period of time, so I know 
where I want to go back to.  
 
Studying the maps (and geocache locations) I decided 
to head up through the lower Flinders, up the road to-
wards Roxby Downs, across to Arkaroola then back 
down towards Wilpena. A lot of km, all done solo with 
only the UHF to keep in contact. 

Arkaroola sunset 
 
Was this wise? Well in reality I was generally on or near 
main roads, and the only spot I might not have passed 
someone else in a day would have been the back route 
from Copley into Arkaroola. At that stage I had a week’s 
supply of food, 40 litres of water (and lots of beer) so if 
something had broken on the car I would have been 
able to sit it out, or walk up the nearest hill with the 
handheld and hope to make contact. And I found my-
self within repeater range for most of that stretch. 

The flat expanse of the Willochra plain stretches behind 
the Zook on Day 1. 
 
 
 

Day 1 
I left Adelaide in the morning and headed north. Desti-
nation Warren Gorge. A fairly boring drive until Crystal 
Brook where I headed across east of the hills then it 
was into the scenery. North then taking a few back 
roads until I made it to Warren Gorge for the first night’s 
camping. Only about 2 other groups in this huge area, I 
can highly recommend this as a camp site only about 
20km north of Quorn. And spectacular scenery to watch 
the sunset to with kangaroos around to keep me com-
pany.  

Sunset lights up Warren Gorge 
 
Day 2 
The 2nd day of the Odyssey saw me push on north to 
Parachilna. Finding a few caches on the way I found 
some spectacular places like Buckaringa Gorge that 
otherwise I would have driven straight past. Further 
north we started to spot more of the ranges with the 
back of Wilpena coming into view. 
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Exploring out west of Hawker I came across this lonely 
cemetery. Life cannot have been easy for the pioneers 
in this harsh countryside. It reminded of reading some 
of the books by Len Beadell of his journeys to open up 
the countryside. Nowadays we complain if the CD and 
the air con don’t work, if you haven’t I can highly recom-
mend reading how they did it in the old days. 

A quick look at Yourambilla Caves with some Aboriginal 
Art, into Parchilna for a beer before finding a campsite 
in the Gorge, after treating myself to a $5 shower in the 
nearby caravan park.  
 
Day 3 
I pushed further north, towards Leigh Creek and Cop-
ley, taking the time to detour to Beltana, an old mining 
town along a PAR. Unluckily it obviously wasn’t viable, 
and a few ruins remain but I don’t feel the time taken to 
visit justified the detour. At Copley for lunch I took the 
opportunity to have the car checked by the local me-
chanic as it had started to slowly leak fluid from the 
front diff (again). This had been an ongoing problem, 
and seems to be caused by high speed running in 4Hi.  
That has since been fixed by Alltrac 4WD after Suzuki 
had replaced the seals several times under warranty. 
Apparently the right hand axle has a bit of play in it and 
it seems to be one of the problems on this model, 
though Alltrac had seen a Hilux with the same problem. 

This cairn on the back road to Arkaroola commemorates 
where Painter surveyed many of the surrounding hills. 

Anyway, given the all clear it was on to Arkaroola.  This 
is where the trip got to the remote section as I turned 
off towards Mt Serle Homestead, up past Umberatanna 
and into Arkaroola via Wheal Turner mine. Some abso-
lutely wonderful remote country here, not serious 4WD 
though Low Range was engaged once or twice through 
some sandy sections.  

The track towards Umberatanna isn’t generally that 
challenging but a 4WD is required. 
 
That night saw me check into Arkaroola and choose a 
campground near the creek. 
 
Day 4 
 
Today I stayed around Arkaroola, and did some of the 
touring available there. This has to have been the trip 
highlight, with the Echo Camp Back-Track being great 
fun. Despite being signposted “High Clearance 4WD 
Only” the Suzuki had no problems, though a soft roader 
like a Forester would have. Nice steep hills, some dry 
river crossings and a lot of fun. Highly recommended if 
you are there. 

The first beautiful waterhole up the Echo Camp Back 
Track 
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The track starts to get steep not far in. I was wondering 
if it was really Suzuki friendly! But it was fine. 
 
 

Towards the end of the track the scenery stretches out 
forever. I love it! 
 
After the Track was completed it was on for a quick look 
at Paralana Hot Springs. These radioactive springs 
were originally considered for a health spa before the 
dangers of radon gas were known, but distance from 
Adelaide made it uneconomical. Not that looking at it I 
would want to jump in. 

Back down towards Arkaroola I took the Mt Jacob Back 
Track. This was relatively easy but gave some great 
views out towards some ranges in the direction of Lake 
Frome. 

After this it was back to the camp 
 
Day 5 
Time to head south, and head back towards Wilpena. 
First a detour for a circuit around Gammon Ranges Na-
tional Park. With only 2 entrances in, both 4WD, you 
can guarantee not too many crowds. Unluckily the track 
on this photo didn’t turn out to be accessible! 

Local aboriginal heritage is separated at the entrance to 
Gammon Ranges and at other points. 



 

 

� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � ������ �

It was then time to detour east to Lake Frome for a look 
at a salt lake. This is only accessible during morning 
and early afternoon, with the area closed for aboriginal 
hunting later in the day. 

Running low on time I continued south from Lake 
Frome along the Moomba pipeline road, when I got to 
the other end there was a sign saying I shouldn’t have 
been on it. Oh well, the worker I met didn’t seem wor-
ried to see me there. From there back towards Blinman 
and down to Wilpena for the night. 
 
Day 6 
 
Spent this around Wilpena. Did a couple of walks and a 
drive up north around Brachina Gorge.  
 
I must admit I don’t really like Wilpena as a camping 
area. It’s just too big and even though it wasn’t that 
crowded at the time you could easily be on top of 
someone else. They also sell firewood, great chunks of 
ironbark that you could never get to burn without an axe 
to split it, and luckily I still had lots of light pine stuff I 
had brought from home (from a crate at work) to get it 
started with. 

View early morning from Wilpena campsite. 
 
 
 

One of the other camping areas nearby would be a bet-
ter bet and do a day trip to Wilpena if you want to. 

The view into Wilpena from the easy lookout! 
 
Day 7 
This was a fairly boring but long day driving home. 
Down through Hawker, Peterborough, Burra and back 
to Adelaide. Saw some scenery on the way but nothing 
spectacular. 
 
So where would I revisit? Definitely the northern Flin-
ders. I love the rugged scenery up that far. It’s a fair 
haul from Adelaide but I would love to revisit Arkaroola 
and around those areas with enough time to go bush-
walking and do some more exploring of the tracks up 
that way. The Gammons have some nice looking camp-
sites as well.  

Ochre Cliffs near Arkaroola, popular with the local abo-
rigines in times gone by for obvious reasons. 
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Andrew Hiscock—September 1997 
 
 
 
Driving on Lake Eyre South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peake Telegraph Station ruins. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
William Creek Hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algebuckina Bridge, the longest in SA, is now a disused relic from the original Ghan line. 
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 Camp near Hamilton 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Entering the Simpson Desert Regional Reserve 

 
 

 
 
 
Dingo watching from his vantage point on a cairn 
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Swimming in the main spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Camp at Dalhousie 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Purnie Bore 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The French Line—Western end 
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More pix on the French Line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Halfway Campfire 

Poeppel Corner Marker 
 
 
 
 
 

The obligatory group photo at Big Red 
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More French Line pix. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE Pub 
 
 
 

 
 

Mungerannie Roadhouse 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tough decision, but I think I’d rather do the trip in the 
LandCruiser 
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CHASSIS 
 
The basis of a good off road trailer starts with the chas-
sis. Check how the components are assembled like the 
cross members & A frame. The chassis may be made 
from different sized RHS. Main rails from 50x50x3, 
cross members from 40x40x3 while the A fame is 
65x50x3. This gives the 
chassis strength in different 
spots where needed. 
 
There is no set length for a 
drawbar.  Length is gov-
erned by a few things, the 
main one being what do you 
want to carry on it ie toolbox, 
sparewheel or jerrys & then 
allow room to open your rear 
doors. A very long ‘A’ frame 
will be a hindrance in ex-
treme off road conditions, 
dropping down creek banks, 
conservation humps on 
tracks etc. An A frame 
should be brought back rear 
the axle for maximum 
strength. 
 
Try not to pack too much on the A frame so you can 
keep a ‘balanced’ trailer, keeping in mind a 10 to 15% 
towball weight is ideal for forward tracking.  
 
AXLE  
 
Axle weight will depend on the combined trailer weight 
plus load, although most camper trailers have an axle 
which is rated between1300kg to 1500 kg. 
Check to see where the axle is located, taking into ac-
count all the heavy items loaded onto the A frame. Us-
ing a full water tank as a counter lever may be ok when 
the tank is full, but how much weight will the ball weigh 
when the tank empties on a trip. 
 
An old 'rule of thumb measurement' can be used as a 
rough guide for axle placement. The axle offset toward 
the rear of centre is an inch to the foot. That is if the 
trailer is six foot long, then the axle offset will be six 
inches off centre toward the rear of the trailer. This 
measurement is regardless of A frame length & will 
make the trailer track well behind your vehicle. 
 
Having the track of the trailer the same as the tow vehi-
cle is especially handy when towing in sand as well as 
the same tyre/wheel combination as your vehicle. 
 

SUSPENSION 
 
There are different types of suspensions available for 
camper trailers & I am not about to sing the praises of a 
particular type, however leaf & coil are the most popular. 
Each have their own pluses & have proven themselves 
off road. 

 
 
Whatever the suspension it is 
very important that it is suited 
to the load you are carrying. 
Too soft a suspension is just 
as bad as too hard. These 
two extremes will shake eve-
rything to bits on the corruga-
tions & may even cause the 
leafs & other suspension 
components to break. 
Shockies are essential in 
these conditions & will help 
to control the rebound of the 
leafs or coils.  
 
FINISH 
 
Depending on where you live 
& where you intend to take 

your camper ie beach camping, will give you a good in-
dication of what the finish will be. 
 
* Painting has its merits. You can weld additions on at a 
later date & then camouflage it with a simple touch up. 
 
* Galvanizing will stand up to the elements more, but 
you have to be careful not to break this coating if adding 
items at a later date. It is better to bolt on attachments. 
 
* Powder coating gives a smooth finish & is well suited 
to extreme conditions. You can polish it to keep your 
camper looking new. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More information can be found on the CamperTrailers 
website at 
http://www.campertrailers.org 
 
or by joining the group at 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/campertrailers 
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by Robert Sanderson 
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��������  Photos by Rick Moore 

The northern Flinders, at its best in 2004. These o ld mine sites are the reason the re-
gion was intensively opened up from the 1880's onwa rds. Copper, sometimes gold, 
and occasionally nickel, was the lure. In an enviro nment hostile to man & his endeav-
ours, these old steam engines did not really do muc h work. Ironically, the most limiting 
resource on the surface - water - sometimes became the death knell of a mine.  Due to 
the very high cost of freight, the vast distances t o transport the ore to a crusher, or to 
market, killed off most mining enterprises. My GU i s at the foot of the mining area. 
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The 4WD Weekend in Whyalla, hosted by the Whyalla & Districts 4WD Club, is a fun, non competitive event de-
signed to bring 4WD clubs from all over South Australia together for the interest we share and to showcase 
Whyalla and its surrounding areas. This event is open to all members of the South Australian 4WD association. 
For Insurance purposes all weekend participants must be financial members of an SAAFWDC Club, and register 
this event with your Club as a Club Trip. 

Fees 
Registration fees will be set when costs 
are finalised in April. Fees will be similar to 
last years and will, once again, be all in-
clusive. The fees include camping at the 
Whyalla show grounds. Early registration 
discounts and prize draws will also be de-
tailed. 
 
Accommodation 
Camping is available at the Whyalla Show 
Grounds, with toilets and showers pro-
vided. 

Registration times 
Early bird registration will be accepted up to 30th August 2005 with info packs distributed 
on arrival. Clubs that register early will have the option to camp as a club in an allocated area, please nominate on 
the registration form. 
Activities  
Activities will run from Friday night until Monday afternoon. Bookings for the activities will be on the boards in the 
Administration area. All Activities will start from the Whyalla show grounds. Please note that some of the activities 
are set for Dual range vehicles so talk with trip leaders for suitability of your vehicle if it doesn’t meet this criteria. 

Activities include:  
“Get to know your GPS”  
General get to know your GPS ses-
sion, will be scheduled prior to Naviga-
tion Challenges, will run for approxi-
mately 1hr, please bring manuals, 
Data cables etc. 
 “Mt. Laura Night Navigation Chal-
lenge”  
Register your team at the show-
grounds and receive a starting time. 
Teams should be ready 15 minutes before their start time and will be 
given a list of co-ordinates. UHF Radio 
Channels will be allocated to each 
team. This is NOT a competitive event. 
It is designed to test your navigation, 
route planning and 4WDing skills. 
 “Tagalong tours” 
Half-day tour’s on Private Property and 
Crown Land. Details will be released 
ASAP. 

4WD WEEKEND in WHYALLA 
1st, 2nd & 3rd October, 2005 
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Activity timing 
Friday afternoon: 
Registration, set-up campsites. Short Night Navigation exercise as a 
practice run for participants. 
 
Saturday: 
 From the morning we will be offering a choice from several tagalong 
tours of around four hours each. There will also be an option to do a 

quick GPS refresher in 
preparation for the navi-
gation event, and various 
trader displays will be staged during the afternoon.After dinner we 
will be running the night-time GPS challenge. Or for those that 
would rather take it easy 
and recap on the day 
there will be a social Bon-
fire. 
 
Sunday: 
On Sunday, there will be 
a similar selection of trips 

to those run on Saturday. This will allow groups to do up to four tagalong 
tours in the two days. We will also be re-running the GPS challenge, in 
daylight, for those who would rather see where they are going. 
For Sunday afternoon we are planning a short excursion to 'Andrews 
Canyon' a steep rocky and very challenging hillside gully, where there is 

plenty of room for spectators and drivers alike. This was a huge hit last year and with 
12 months of wear and tear it will only get better (worse?!)! 
Sunday night is prize-night around the bonfire and fea-
tures a Campoven Cooking Competition. 
 
Monday: 
In the morning, we will have several shorter tagalongs, 
of 1-2 hours and a “boots and bonnets” session 
Other Options include:  
Tours of the: 
- Whyalla Maritime Museum 
- Whyalla by night 
- Whyalla city tour 
For Further Info and Updates go to 
www.whyalla4wd.org.au 
All inquires should be directed to your Club Trip Co-
ordinator 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pics from the 2004 Event by Mike & Langy 
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4WD WEEKEND in WHYALLA 
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Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Whyalla SES 

SAAFWDC DTU Training held on the Sunday after the meeting. 
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Match you trailer to your vehicle, or cheap running  gear for an outback trailer 
Perfect match to a Subaru Outback Premium 2004 
Due to a change of plans, we have changed the hubs, brakes, rims and tyres of our camper trailer. All the following 
are new or near new – max 2,500 km – mostly on highways. 
Contact: Alan, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 0411 102 900 
mailto:outback4sale@optusnet.com.au I can arrange freight or delivery (at your cost) if needed 

2 x 5 stud stub axels with electric brakes$A300 pai r 
These stub axels bolt 
onto an axle with end 
plates – available at 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alltrailerspares.com.au/html/
products/1618.jpg 
 
1 x unbraked 5 stud axel$A50 
Same length as above – 
great to carry in case of 
an emergency.  Of 
course, because you have 
greased the bearings 
regularly, and are carrying 
the spare, you will never 
need it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 x spare wheel / jockey wheel carrier $A150 
This could be bolted to 
the front or rear of the 
trailer 

3 x ROH Strada Rims $175 each or $450 the set 
5 hole, 100mm centre, 
same offset as Subaru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 x Geolander tyres $175 each or $450 the set 
215/55R17 same as 
2004 Outback Premium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buy the lot for $1,275 
Replacement cost is well in excess of $2,000 
 
Alan, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 0411 102 900 
mailto:outback4sale@optusnet.com.au   
 
 
 
 
This shows how well the wheels match the Outback, 
and the jockey wheel in the traveling position 
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I have a nice 2002 model Toyota Prado TX manual [rear air con, elec windows, mirrors, 
cruise control air bags, abs, grey interior] 1kz-te in silver for sale. Has Bilstien shocks, lov-
ells springs, brand new Cooper ATR's on 16x8 ROH Monsoon rims, [265/75/16] rear ARB 
locker, compressor, slider steps, rear bar, Sahara ARB bullbar, dual batteries, uhf radio, 
dtronic, shower and heat exchanger, engel water 
tank, cargo barrier, rear storage with 40 and 60lt 
fridge slides, rear seats in, but storage system 
which can replace the back seat area as well, rear 
ladder and shelf over spare tyre,  has 50k km, fac-
tory serviced, toyota prado rubber floor mats, has 
12 months or 50k km manufacturers warranty left, 
well set up truck, need to make room in the garage 
for the new truck coming. 
 
Darren McRae. 
0409 513 549 
Geelong Vic. 
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So here we are, the 2nd edition of the Geozone col-
umn. I hope the first inspired some interest in the 
hobby. 
 
You have had an introduction to the hobby, and as 
this publication is aimed at 4WDers let us have a look 
at some of the caches that only 4WD people can get 
to – unless they have a helicopter. 
 
For those that missed the first article, this is about a 
treasure hunt. Someone hides something and gives 
you the GPS coordinates and maybe a clue, and off 
you go. The GPS will often get you close and after a 
while you learn to spot a suspicious pile of rocks or 
something else out of the usual. They are usually a 
lunchbox hidden somewhere, but some of the ones in 
town can be quite small and devious.  
 
Head for www.geocaching.com to find them and  
forum.geocaching.com.au to discuss them 
 
Let’s start with my first 
ever find. “Going West”. 
This is west of Port Au-
gusta on the Ceduna 
road, about 5km west of 
where you keep going to 
head to Whyalla. Team 
Raider (who drives the 
big Defender nowadays) 
dragged me to it on the 
way back from the first 
Whyalla weekend. And I 
was hooked. This was a 
500m walk into the scrub 
from the main road so 
didn’t require any 4WD 
capability but still started the fire. 
 
On other trips we have found some rather remote 
ones. One I haven’t found (yet) is on Big Red – yes 
the big killer sandhill out of Birdsville on the Simpson 
trip. It’s on the list though. 
 
Comet Finke by TeamAstro is on Goog’s Track, 
heading north of Ceduna. 300 sand dunes to cross to 
get to the other end at Kingoonya.  
 
But let us look at some slightly closer to home! A lot 
lead people to great lookouts or places otherwise we 
could just drive past not knowing they exist. If you 
feel like a day drive down south there are plenty 
around Deep Creek, Victor Harbour & Goolwa. Or 
feel like a day in the Clare Valley? Some along the 
Reisling Trail and all around. This hobby doesn’t 
mean you have to 4WDing, which might keep the bet-
ter half happy (at least some of the time). 

If you want a challenge try “Staircases” on the south-
ern beaches, it is very well hidden. A nice short one 
you can find where if you want to almost do it as a 
drive by and still engage 4WD briefly is “Venus” again 
by TeamAstro. Quite a nice little side track really 
though not long enough! 
 
If you feel like getting the 4WD doing what it was de-
signed for, and don’t we all – head south. Robe to Mt 
Gambier along the beach has a few. Or head west. 
Yorke Peninsula has some  down in the bottom of the 
National Park. And last year we placed one near Ce-
duna and another in the Gammon Ranges. Head 
north and there are lots around Woomera (which 
probably don’t need 4WD), or get more serious and 
hit the ones that do in the northern Flinders or up fur-
ther. There are lots there that lead you to places off 
the main road that give great views of some sort or 
another that otherwise you would just drive straight 
past. 

One thing I can guarantee 
about this hobby is it will 
take you places you have 
never been before. All in 
the name of finding a 
treasure but that’s only 
half the fun. The fun is go-
ing someplace you have 
never visited before.  
 
When traveling interstate/
overseas for work I do it 
as well. A great way to see 
the best spots of some-
where else with little time, 
the caches take you to the 
best spots. 

If you need any advice feel free to drop me a line at 
jary@ozemail.com.au 
If you are in Adelaide I am happy to take new people 
out to show them the hobby.  
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There we were, driving blind through spear grass which was at times a metre over the nose of my old 
Landcruiser. We had been driving all day and had achieved the great distance of 14 kilometres but 
had only gained 5 kilometres in real distance. Every move I made as trip leader seemed to be 
thwarted by either a hill which was too steep or a gully where the rocks were impenetrable. All this be-
cause the plains were still very soggy after the wet season up in the north. It was Easter 1992 and we 
were three families in three Toyotas going for an exploratory tour of the upper reaches of the Fitzmau-
rice River, NT. 

 

We found a lovely crocodile free water hole where we could cool, off and enjoy a beer in the mid after-
noon. The country ahead looked easier and as I crested the creek embankment the old FJ 55 leaped 
into the air with a bounce throwing us against the seatbelts. I figured that I had probably hit a rock and 
carried on driving. Not for long though as the steering wheel seemed extraordinarily heavy to turn. On 
inspection I saw that my front wheels were nearly kissing one another. I had bent the draglink bar right 
up to under the sump. We were going nowhere. It was 3pm and I asked our good ladies to set up 
camp between two trees while we threw a quick tarp over the potential campsite. 

Then it was to work. 

 

We found a large dead tree stump and winched it across to our site. Then we jacked the Tojo up off 
the ground as high as the hi-lift would go while four hands held on to the side rails to prevent the truck 
from slipping off the jack. We positioned the stump under chassis and lowered the lot on to it. Luckily 
for us we were able to raise it high enough so that the wheels were free above the ground. 

 

Then I used my winch cable via a snatch-block attached to the bulbar of Uncles’ Troopy and back to 
the draglink to pull the offending bar straight. We tied a rather straight sapling to the draglink when it 
started straightening out to prevent the winch hook damaging it. Eventually, after much stuffing 
around, we straightened the whole bloody lot out again and were ready to roll. A quick drive around 
after reversing the whole procedure presented no further problems but then again, one cannot feel 
much with power steering. When we got back home again after our holiday I took the draglink off and 
found that it was hollow. I then inserted a reinforced rod I cut from some scrap building material and 
hammered it in to the hollow link. It never bent again even after hitting a cow at 100kmh some years 
later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My ole FJ 55  

DISCLAIMER: The writer of the Bush Mechanics article will under no circumstances be held responsible for acci-
dent, injury or death of a person or persons attempting to emulate any of the methods of survival or vehicle repair 
as mentioned in the aforesaid article. Persons attempting to follow this example of mechanical repair do so at 
their own risk. Willem Kempen      Copyright 2005  
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DIY Camplight Stand 
 

Best features 
 
1. excellent white light where you want it - com-
pletely portable, height adjustable & not bulky , 
due to the separate components. 
 
2. cheap to run (low current draw) 
 
3. fluoro units are really tough. 7years, heaps of 
tough yards, and no breakages. 

 
 
Other points: make the pole base/spike in 
such a way as to be robust enough to be able 
to hammer it into tough ground/stones 

Ground Spike 

On the Pole 

12V Light complete 

The complete set 
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Firstly, let me say hello to all in SA and to thank Andrew for the opportunity 
to contribute some words from the West.  When I suggested to Andrew that 
he might consider some contributions from the other 4WDoo Yahoo 
Groups, I was a bit surprised that he went for the idea - thinking that this 
great publication was technically for 4WDrivers in SA. I was also filled with 
fear and apprehension when he e-mailed me back saying "have it in by the 
end of the weekend".  Well, I left myself open for that so here goes. 
 
ABOUT ME - I have been lurking on the Adelaide group for some time hav-
ing originally joined to get some advice and info for a trip last June and July 
- Flinders Ranges, Gammon Ranges, Simpson desert, and associated areas / tracks / bits and pieces.  To everyone 
back then who responded to my inexperienced questions - Thanks.  My partner and I had a great time travelling 
through SA – plus also managing to get to NT, QLD and NSW.  I have a 2004 Patrol-ST 3.0 Td (with the usual wallet 
jarring accessories and odds and sods) and prior to that I had a 2002 Jackaroo Equipe; so you can see that I haven't 
been doing the 4WD thing for very long - but I love it.  Recently, I was made a moderator on the 4WDooPerth group.  
The community of 4WDrivers out there are generally a great bunch of people and I have met new people who I can 
now call friends / mates.  4WDrivers are usually willing to help and support each other and I have found that the only 
dumb question is the question that is not asked.   
 
NOW, A LITTLE ABOUT WA.  WA presents a wealth of opportunities to satisfy the novice and experienced 4WDriver - 
anything from sedate nanna trips to the more adventurous, skill testing, car bending, extremes; as well as the obvious 
long distance touring to check out what WA has to offer.  Apart from trying to get away for day or weekend trips, I am 
into the long distance touring and am currently planning a 3000km+ trip around SW WA at Easter and a Canning Stock 
Route run later in the year (heading home via the Anne Beadell H'way). 
 
My totally biased view is that WA has got a lot to offer, and of course so does SA, but I suppose I am here to mainly 
write about WA so I beg your indulgence and understanding.  Around Perth, there are a multitude of tracks of varying 
difficulty waiting to be conquered; kilometres of beach for those so inclined and of course roads out leading to the 
greater expanses of the state. 
 
I think we are a bit spoilt at times as we already have a Magazine over here that supports the WA 4WDriver - I am sure 
some out there have heard of Western 4WDriver Magazine (I dare say they won't object to an unsolicited plug). I have 
been a subscriber for a couple of years now and wouldn't miss the quarterly editions. 
http://www.western4wdriver.com.au/ 
 
Also, we have some other great publications available that provide great trip notes and historic information of areas - 
such as 4WD Days out of Perth; 4WD Weekends out of Perth; 4WD Days out of the Eastern Goldfields and 4WD Days 
on the South Coast of WA.  These publications have taken a lot of the hard work out of some of the planning for a trip 
but still allow you to find new places to stumble over and experience the joys of 4WD in WA. 
 
What I like about 4WHEELING SA is that contributors are people who like getting out there and sharing there knowl-
edge and experience.  What a wonderful magazine and a credit to all involved.  Perhaps if I am allowed to contribute 
again I will be able to share some more about WA – not that I have covered a great deal of territory yet but I am work-
ing on it. 

 
I would like to leave with a few words about responsibil-
ity as I think we all have responsibilities as 4WDrivers: 
To be safe and prepared. 
To keep our equipment and vehicle in good order. 
To know our own limits and capabilities. 
To care for the environment we use. 
To be considerate of all users in the bush. 
 
Remember, our actions both off-road and on-road will 
impact on how people, and bureaucrats, perceive us.  
Lets ensure we have a future. 
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