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The 4WD Weekend in Whyalla, hosted by the Whyalla & Districts 4WD Club, is a fun, non competitive event de-
signed to bring 4WD clubs from all over South Australia together for the interest we share and to showcase 
Whyalla and its surrounding areas. This event is open to all members of the South Australian 4WD association. 
For Insurance purposes all weekend participants must be financial members of an SAAFWDC Club, and register 
this event with your Club as a Club Trip. 

Fees 
Registration fees will be set when costs 
are finalised in April. Fees will be similar to 
last years and will, once again, be all in-
clusive. The fees include camping at the 
Whyalla show grounds. Early registration 
discounts and prize draws will also be de-
tailed. 
 
Accommodation 
Camping is available at the Whyalla Show 
Grounds, with toilets and showers pro-
vided. 

Registration times 
Early bird registration will be accepted up to 30th August 2005 with info packs distributed 
on arrival. Clubs that register early will have the option to camp as a club in an allocated area, please nominate on 
the registration form. 
Activities  
Activities will run from Friday night until Monday afternoon. Bookings for the activities will be on the boards in the 
Administration area. All Activities will start from the Whyalla show grounds. Please note that some of the activities 
are set for Dual range vehicles so talk with trip leaders for suitability of your vehicle if it doesn’t meet this criteria. 

Activities include:  
“Get to know your GPS”  
General get to know your GPS ses-
sion, will be scheduled prior to Naviga-
tion Challenges, will run for approxi-
mately 1hr, please bring manuals, 
Data cables etc. 
 “Mt. Laura Night Navigation Chal-
lenge”  
Register your team at the show-
grounds and receive a starting time. 
Teams should be ready 15 minutes before their start time and will be 
given a list of co-ordinates. UHF Radio 
Channels will be allocated to each 
team. This is NOT a competitive event. 
It is designed to test your navigation, 
route planning and 4WDing skills. 
 “Tagalong tours” 
Half-day tour’s on Private Property and 
Crown Land. Details will be released 
ASAP. 

4WD WEEKEND in WHYALLA 
1st, 2nd & 3rd October, 2005 
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Activity timing 
Friday afternoon: 
Registration, set-up campsites. Short Night Navigation exercise as a 
practice run for participants. 
 
Saturday: 
 From the morning we will be offering a choice from several tagalong 
tours of around four hours each. There will also be an option to do a 

quick GPS refresher in 
preparation for the navi-
gation event, and various 
trader displays will be staged during the afternoon.After dinner we 
will be running the night-time GPS challenge. Or for those that 
would rather take it easy 
and recap on the day 
there will be a social Bon-
fire. 
 
Sunday: 
On Sunday, there will be 
a similar selection of trips 

to those run on Saturday. This will allow groups to do up to four tagalong 
tours in the two days. We will also be re-running the GPS challenge, in 
daylight, for those who would rather see where they are going. 
For Sunday afternoon we are planning a short excursion to 'Andrews 
Canyon' a steep rocky and very challenging hillside gully, where there is 

plenty of room for spectators and drivers alike. This was a huge hit last year and with 
12 months of wear and tear it will only get better (worse?!)! 
Sunday night is prize-night around the bonfire and fea-
tures a Campoven Cooking Competition. 
 
Monday: 
In the morning, we will have several shorter tagalongs, 
of 1-2 hours and a “boots and bonnets” session 
Other Options include:  
Tours of the: 
- Whyalla Maritime Museum 
- Whyalla by night 
- Whyalla city tour 
For Further Info and Updates go to 
www.whyalla4wd.org.au 
All inquires should be directed to your Club Trip Co-
ordinator 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pics from the 2004 Event by Mike & Langy 
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Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Whyalla SES 

SAAFWDC DTU Training held on the Sunday after the meeting. 
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Match you trailer to your vehicle, or cheap running  gear for an outback trailer 
Perfect match to a Subaru Outback Premium 2004 
Due to a change of plans, we have changed the hubs, brakes, rims and tyres of our camper trailer. All the following 
are new or near new – max 2,500 km – mostly on highways. 
Contact: Alan, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 0411 102 900 
mailto:outback4sale@optusnet.com.au I can arrange freight or delivery (at your cost) if needed 

2 x 5 stud stub axels with electric brakes$A300 pai r 
These stub axels bolt 
onto an axle with end 
plates – available at 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alltrailerspares.com.au/html/
products/1618.jpg 
 
1 x unbraked 5 stud axel$A50 
Same length as above – 
great to carry in case of 
an emergency.  Of 
course, because you have 
greased the bearings 
regularly, and are carrying 
the spare, you will never 
need it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 x spare wheel / jockey wheel carrier $A150 
This could be bolted to 
the front or rear of the 
trailer 

3 x ROH Strada Rims $175 each or $450 the set 
5 hole, 100mm centre, 
same offset as Subaru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 x Geolander tyres $175 each or $450 the set 
215/55R17 same as 
2004 Outback Premium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buy the lot for $1,275 
Replacement cost is well in excess of $2,000 
 
Alan, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 0411 102 900 
mailto:outback4sale@optusnet.com.au   
 
 
 
 
This shows how well the wheels match the Outback, 
and the jockey wheel in the traveling position 
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I have a nice 2002 model Toyota Prado TX manual [rear air con, elec windows, mirrors, 
cruise control air bags, abs, grey interior] 1kz-te in silver for sale. Has Bilstien shocks, lov-
ells springs, brand new Cooper ATR's on 16x8 ROH Monsoon rims, [265/75/16] rear ARB 
locker, compressor, slider steps, rear bar, Sahara ARB bullbar, dual batteries, uhf radio, 
dtronic, shower and heat exchanger, engel water 
tank, cargo barrier, rear storage with 40 and 60lt 
fridge slides, rear seats in, but storage system 
which can replace the back seat area as well, rear 
ladder and shelf over spare tyre,  has 50k km, fac-
tory serviced, toyota prado rubber floor mats, has 
12 months or 50k km manufacturers warranty left, 
well set up truck, need to make room in the garage 
for the new truck coming. 
 
Darren McRae. 
0409 513 549 
Geelong Vic. 
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So here we are, the 2nd edition of the Geozone col-
umn. I hope the first inspired some interest in the 
hobby. 
 
You have had an introduction to the hobby, and as 
this publication is aimed at 4WDers let us have a look 
at some of the caches that only 4WD people can get 
to – unless they have a helicopter. 
 
For those that missed the first article, this is about a 
treasure hunt. Someone hides something and gives 
you the GPS coordinates and maybe a clue, and off 
you go. The GPS will often get you close and after a 
while you learn to spot a suspicious pile of rocks or 
something else out of the usual. They are usually a 
lunchbox hidden somewhere, but some of the ones in 
town can be quite small and devious.  
 
Head for www.geocaching.com to find them and  
forum.geocaching.com.au to discuss them 
 
Let’s start with my first 
ever find. “Going West”. 
This is west of Port Au-
gusta on the Ceduna 
road, about 5km west of 
where you keep going to 
head to Whyalla. Team 
Raider (who drives the 
big Defender nowadays) 
dragged me to it on the 
way back from the first 
Whyalla weekend. And I 
was hooked. This was a 
500m walk into the scrub 
from the main road so 
didn’t require any 4WD 
capability but still started the fire. 
 
On other trips we have found some rather remote 
ones. One I haven’t found (yet) is on Big Red – yes 
the big killer sandhill out of Birdsville on the Simpson 
trip. It’s on the list though. 
 
Comet Finke by TeamAstro is on Goog’s Track, 
heading north of Ceduna. 300 sand dunes to cross to 
get to the other end at Kingoonya.  
 
But let us look at some slightly closer to home! A lot 
lead people to great lookouts or places otherwise we 
could just drive past not knowing they exist. If you 
feel like a day drive down south there are plenty 
around Deep Creek, Victor Harbour & Goolwa. Or 
feel like a day in the Clare Valley? Some along the 
Reisling Trail and all around. This hobby doesn’t 
mean you have to 4WDing, which might keep the bet-
ter half happy (at least some of the time). 

If you want a challenge try “Staircases” on the south-
ern beaches, it is very well hidden. A nice short one 
you can find where if you want to almost do it as a 
drive by and still engage 4WD briefly is “Venus” again 
by TeamAstro. Quite a nice little side track really 
though not long enough! 
 
If you feel like getting the 4WD doing what it was de-
signed for, and don’t we all – head south. Robe to Mt 
Gambier along the beach has a few. Or head west. 
Yorke Peninsula has some  down in the bottom of the 
National Park. And last year we placed one near Ce-
duna and another in the Gammon Ranges. Head 
north and there are lots around Woomera (which 
probably don’t need 4WD), or get more serious and 
hit the ones that do in the northern Flinders or up fur-
ther. There are lots there that lead you to places off 
the main road that give great views of some sort or 
another that otherwise you would just drive straight 
past. 

One thing I can guarantee 
about this hobby is it will 
take you places you have 
never been before. All in 
the name of finding a 
treasure but that’s only 
half the fun. The fun is go-
ing someplace you have 
never visited before.  
 
When traveling interstate/
overseas for work I do it 
as well. A great way to see 
the best spots of some-
where else with little time, 
the caches take you to the 
best spots. 

If you need any advice feel free to drop me a line at 
jary@ozemail.com.au 
If you are in Adelaide I am happy to take new people 
out to show them the hobby.  
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There we were, driving blind through spear grass which was at times a metre over the nose of my old 
Landcruiser. We had been driving all day and had achieved the great distance of 14 kilometres but 
had only gained 5 kilometres in real distance. Every move I made as trip leader seemed to be 
thwarted by either a hill which was too steep or a gully where the rocks were impenetrable. All this be-
cause the plains were still very soggy after the wet season up in the north. It was Easter 1992 and we 
were three families in three Toyotas going for an exploratory tour of the upper reaches of the Fitzmau-
rice River, NT. 

 

We found a lovely crocodile free water hole where we could cool, off and enjoy a beer in the mid after-
noon. The country ahead looked easier and as I crested the creek embankment the old FJ 55 leaped 
into the air with a bounce throwing us against the seatbelts. I figured that I had probably hit a rock and 
carried on driving. Not for long though as the steering wheel seemed extraordinarily heavy to turn. On 
inspection I saw that my front wheels were nearly kissing one another. I had bent the draglink bar right 
up to under the sump. We were going nowhere. It was 3pm and I asked our good ladies to set up 
camp between two trees while we threw a quick tarp over the potential campsite. 

Then it was to work. 

 

We found a large dead tree stump and winched it across to our site. Then we jacked the Tojo up off 
the ground as high as the hi-lift would go while four hands held on to the side rails to prevent the truck 
from slipping off the jack. We positioned the stump under chassis and lowered the lot on to it. Luckily 
for us we were able to raise it high enough so that the wheels were free above the ground. 

 

Then I used my winch cable via a snatch-block attached to the bulbar of Uncles’ Troopy and back to 
the draglink to pull the offending bar straight. We tied a rather straight sapling to the draglink when it 
started straightening out to prevent the winch hook damaging it. Eventually, after much stuffing 
around, we straightened the whole bloody lot out again and were ready to roll. A quick drive around 
after reversing the whole procedure presented no further problems but then again, one cannot feel 
much with power steering. When we got back home again after our holiday I took the draglink off and 
found that it was hollow. I then inserted a reinforced rod I cut from some scrap building material and 
hammered it in to the hollow link. It never bent again even after hitting a cow at 100kmh some years 
later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My ole FJ 55  

DISCLAIMER: The writer of the Bush Mechanics article will under no circumstances be held responsible for acci-
dent, injury or death of a person or persons attempting to emulate any of the methods of survival or vehicle repair 
as mentioned in the aforesaid article. Persons attempting to follow this example of mechanical repair do so at 
their own risk. Willem Kempen      Copyright 2005  
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DIY Camplight Stand 
 

Best features 
 
1. excellent white light where you want it - com-
pletely portable, height adjustable & not bulky , 
due to the separate components. 
 
2. cheap to run (low current draw) 
 
3. fluoro units are really tough. 7years, heaps of 
tough yards, and no breakages. 

 
 
Other points: make the pole base/spike in 
such a way as to be robust enough to be able 
to hammer it into tough ground/stones 

Ground Spike 

On the Pole 

12V Light complete 

The complete set 
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Firstly, let me say hello to all in SA and to thank Andrew for the opportunity 
to contribute some words from the West.  When I suggested to Andrew that 
he might consider some contributions from the other 4WDoo Yahoo 
Groups, I was a bit surprised that he went for the idea - thinking that this 
great publication was technically for 4WDrivers in SA. I was also filled with 
fear and apprehension when he e-mailed me back saying "have it in by the 
end of the weekend".  Well, I left myself open for that so here goes. 
 
ABOUT ME - I have been lurking on the Adelaide group for some time hav-
ing originally joined to get some advice and info for a trip last June and July 
- Flinders Ranges, Gammon Ranges, Simpson desert, and associated areas / tracks / bits and pieces.  To everyone 
back then who responded to my inexperienced questions - Thanks.  My partner and I had a great time travelling 
through SA – plus also managing to get to NT, QLD and NSW.  I have a 2004 Patrol-ST 3.0 Td (with the usual wallet 
jarring accessories and odds and sods) and prior to that I had a 2002 Jackaroo Equipe; so you can see that I haven't 
been doing the 4WD thing for very long - but I love it.  Recently, I was made a moderator on the 4WDooPerth group.  
The community of 4WDrivers out there are generally a great bunch of people and I have met new people who I can 
now call friends / mates.  4WDrivers are usually willing to help and support each other and I have found that the only 
dumb question is the question that is not asked.   
 
NOW, A LITTLE ABOUT WA.  WA presents a wealth of opportunities to satisfy the novice and experienced 4WDriver - 
anything from sedate nanna trips to the more adventurous, skill testing, car bending, extremes; as well as the obvious 
long distance touring to check out what WA has to offer.  Apart from trying to get away for day or weekend trips, I am 
into the long distance touring and am currently planning a 3000km+ trip around SW WA at Easter and a Canning Stock 
Route run later in the year (heading home via the Anne Beadell H'way). 
 
My totally biased view is that WA has got a lot to offer, and of course so does SA, but I suppose I am here to mainly 
write about WA so I beg your indulgence and understanding.  Around Perth, there are a multitude of tracks of varying 
difficulty waiting to be conquered; kilometres of beach for those so inclined and of course roads out leading to the 
greater expanses of the state. 
 
I think we are a bit spoilt at times as we already have a Magazine over here that supports the WA 4WDriver - I am sure 
some out there have heard of Western 4WDriver Magazine (I dare say they won't object to an unsolicited plug). I have 
been a subscriber for a couple of years now and wouldn't miss the quarterly editions. 
http://www.western4wdriver.com.au/ 
 
Also, we have some other great publications available that provide great trip notes and historic information of areas - 
such as 4WD Days out of Perth; 4WD Weekends out of Perth; 4WD Days out of the Eastern Goldfields and 4WD Days 
on the South Coast of WA.  These publications have taken a lot of the hard work out of some of the planning for a trip 
but still allow you to find new places to stumble over and experience the joys of 4WD in WA. 
 
What I like about 4WHEELING SA is that contributors are people who like getting out there and sharing there knowl-
edge and experience.  What a wonderful magazine and a credit to all involved.  Perhaps if I am allowed to contribute 
again I will be able to share some more about WA – not that I have covered a great deal of territory yet but I am work-
ing on it. 

 
I would like to leave with a few words about responsibil-
ity as I think we all have responsibilities as 4WDrivers: 
To be safe and prepared. 
To keep our equipment and vehicle in good order. 
To know our own limits and capabilities. 
To care for the environment we use. 
To be considerate of all users in the bush. 
 
Remember, our actions both off-road and on-road will 
impact on how people, and bureaucrats, perceive us.  
Lets ensure we have a future. 
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