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Back in October 2003, having been in South Australia 
for about 10 months, I decided it was time for a week 
long trip through the Flinders. The plan was to see as 
much as I could in a short period of time, so I know 
where I want to go back to.  
 
Studying the maps (and geocache locations) I decided 
to head up through the lower Flinders, up the road to-
wards Roxby Downs, across to Arkaroola then back 
down towards Wilpena. A lot of km, all done solo with 
only the UHF to keep in contact. 

Arkaroola sunset 
 
Was this wise? Well in reality I was generally on or near 
main roads, and the only spot I might not have passed 
someone else in a day would have been the back route 
from Copley into Arkaroola. At that stage I had a week’s 
supply of food, 40 litres of water (and lots of beer) so if 
something had broken on the car I would have been 
able to sit it out, or walk up the nearest hill with the 
handheld and hope to make contact. And I found my-
self within repeater range for most of that stretch. 

The flat expanse of the Willochra plain stretches behind 
the Zook on Day 1. 
 
 
 

Day 1 
I left Adelaide in the morning and headed north. Desti-
nation Warren Gorge. A fairly boring drive until Crystal 
Brook where I headed across east of the hills then it 
was into the scenery. North then taking a few back 
roads until I made it to Warren Gorge for the first night’s 
camping. Only about 2 other groups in this huge area, I 
can highly recommend this as a camp site only about 
20km north of Quorn. And spectacular scenery to watch 
the sunset to with kangaroos around to keep me com-
pany.  

Sunset lights up Warren Gorge 
 
Day 2 
The 2nd day of the Odyssey saw me push on north to 
Parachilna. Finding a few caches on the way I found 
some spectacular places like Buckaringa Gorge that 
otherwise I would have driven straight past. Further 
north we started to spot more of the ranges with the 
back of Wilpena coming into view. 
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Exploring out west of Hawker I came across this lonely 
cemetery. Life cannot have been easy for the pioneers 
in this harsh countryside. It reminded of reading some 
of the books by Len Beadell of his journeys to open up 
the countryside. Nowadays we complain if the CD and 
the air con don’t work, if you haven’t I can highly recom-
mend reading how they did it in the old days. 

A quick look at Yourambilla Caves with some Aboriginal 
Art, into Parchilna for a beer before finding a campsite 
in the Gorge, after treating myself to a $5 shower in the 
nearby caravan park.  
 
Day 3 
I pushed further north, towards Leigh Creek and Cop-
ley, taking the time to detour to Beltana, an old mining 
town along a PAR. Unluckily it obviously wasn’t viable, 
and a few ruins remain but I don’t feel the time taken to 
visit justified the detour. At Copley for lunch I took the 
opportunity to have the car checked by the local me-
chanic as it had started to slowly leak fluid from the 
front diff (again). This had been an ongoing problem, 
and seems to be caused by high speed running in 4Hi.  
That has since been fixed by Alltrac 4WD after Suzuki 
had replaced the seals several times under warranty. 
Apparently the right hand axle has a bit of play in it and 
it seems to be one of the problems on this model, 
though Alltrac had seen a Hilux with the same problem. 

This cairn on the back road to Arkaroola commemorates 
where Painter surveyed many of the surrounding hills. 

Anyway, given the all clear it was on to Arkaroola.  This 
is where the trip got to the remote section as I turned 
off towards Mt Serle Homestead, up past Umberatanna 
and into Arkaroola via Wheal Turner mine. Some abso-
lutely wonderful remote country here, not serious 4WD 
though Low Range was engaged once or twice through 
some sandy sections.  

The track towards Umberatanna isn’t generally that 
challenging but a 4WD is required. 
 
That night saw me check into Arkaroola and choose a 
campground near the creek. 
 
Day 4 
 
Today I stayed around Arkaroola, and did some of the 
touring available there. This has to have been the trip 
highlight, with the Echo Camp Back-Track being great 
fun. Despite being signposted “High Clearance 4WD 
Only” the Suzuki had no problems, though a soft roader 
like a Forester would have. Nice steep hills, some dry 
river crossings and a lot of fun. Highly recommended if 
you are there. 

The first beautiful waterhole up the Echo Camp Back 
Track 
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The track starts to get steep not far in. I was wondering 
if it was really Suzuki friendly! But it was fine. 
 
 

Towards the end of the track the scenery stretches out 
forever. I love it! 
 
After the Track was completed it was on for a quick look 
at Paralana Hot Springs. These radioactive springs 
were originally considered for a health spa before the 
dangers of radon gas were known, but distance from 
Adelaide made it uneconomical. Not that looking at it I 
would want to jump in. 

Back down towards Arkaroola I took the Mt Jacob Back 
Track. This was relatively easy but gave some great 
views out towards some ranges in the direction of Lake 
Frome. 

After this it was back to the camp 
 
Day 5 
Time to head south, and head back towards Wilpena. 
First a detour for a circuit around Gammon Ranges Na-
tional Park. With only 2 entrances in, both 4WD, you 
can guarantee not too many crowds. Unluckily the track 
on this photo didn’t turn out to be accessible! 

Local aboriginal heritage is separated at the entrance to 
Gammon Ranges and at other points. 
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It was then time to detour east to Lake Frome for a look 
at a salt lake. This is only accessible during morning 
and early afternoon, with the area closed for aboriginal 
hunting later in the day. 

Running low on time I continued south from Lake 
Frome along the Moomba pipeline road, when I got to 
the other end there was a sign saying I shouldn’t have 
been on it. Oh well, the worker I met didn’t seem wor-
ried to see me there. From there back towards Blinman 
and down to Wilpena for the night. 
 
Day 6 
 
Spent this around Wilpena. Did a couple of walks and a 
drive up north around Brachina Gorge.  
 
I must admit I don’t really like Wilpena as a camping 
area. It’s just too big and even though it wasn’t that 
crowded at the time you could easily be on top of 
someone else. They also sell firewood, great chunks of 
ironbark that you could never get to burn without an axe 
to split it, and luckily I still had lots of light pine stuff I 
had brought from home (from a crate at work) to get it 
started with. 

View early morning from Wilpena campsite. 
 
 
 

One of the other camping areas nearby would be a bet-
ter bet and do a day trip to Wilpena if you want to. 

The view into Wilpena from the easy lookout! 
 
Day 7 
This was a fairly boring but long day driving home. 
Down through Hawker, Peterborough, Burra and back 
to Adelaide. Saw some scenery on the way but nothing 
spectacular. 
 
So where would I revisit? Definitely the northern Flin-
ders. I love the rugged scenery up that far. It’s a fair 
haul from Adelaide but I would love to revisit Arkaroola 
and around those areas with enough time to go bush-
walking and do some more exploring of the tracks up 
that way. The Gammons have some nice looking camp-
sites as well.  

Ochre Cliffs near Arkaroola, popular with the local abo-
rigines in times gone by for obvious reasons. 
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Andrew Hiscock—September 1997 
 
 
 
Driving on Lake Eyre South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peake Telegraph Station ruins. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
William Creek Hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algebuckina Bridge, the longest in SA, is now a disused relic from the original Ghan line. 
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 Camp near Hamilton 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Entering the Simpson Desert Regional Reserve 

 
 

 
 
 
Dingo watching from his vantage point on a cairn 
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Swimming in the main spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Camp at Dalhousie 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Purnie Bore 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The French Line—Western end 
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More pix on the French Line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Halfway Campfire 

Poeppel Corner Marker 
 
 
 
 
 

The obligatory group photo at Big Red 
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More French Line pix. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE Pub 
 
 
 

 
 

Mungerannie Roadhouse 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tough decision, but I think I’d rather do the trip in the 
LandCruiser 
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CHASSIS 
 
The basis of a good off road trailer starts with the chas-
sis. Check how the components are assembled like the 
cross members & A frame. The chassis may be made 
from different sized RHS. Main rails from 50x50x3, 
cross members from 40x40x3 while the A fame is 
65x50x3. This gives the 
chassis strength in different 
spots where needed. 
 
There is no set length for a 
drawbar.  Length is gov-
erned by a few things, the 
main one being what do you 
want to carry on it ie toolbox, 
sparewheel or jerrys & then 
allow room to open your rear 
doors. A very long ‘A’ frame 
will be a hindrance in ex-
treme off road conditions, 
dropping down creek banks, 
conservation humps on 
tracks etc. An A frame 
should be brought back rear 
the axle for maximum 
strength. 
 
Try not to pack too much on the A frame so you can 
keep a ‘balanced’ trailer, keeping in mind a 10 to 15% 
towball weight is ideal for forward tracking.  
 
AXLE  
 
Axle weight will depend on the combined trailer weight 
plus load, although most camper trailers have an axle 
which is rated between1300kg to 1500 kg. 
Check to see where the axle is located, taking into ac-
count all the heavy items loaded onto the A frame. Us-
ing a full water tank as a counter lever may be ok when 
the tank is full, but how much weight will the ball weigh 
when the tank empties on a trip. 
 
An old 'rule of thumb measurement' can be used as a 
rough guide for axle placement. The axle offset toward 
the rear of centre is an inch to the foot. That is if the 
trailer is six foot long, then the axle offset will be six 
inches off centre toward the rear of the trailer. This 
measurement is regardless of A frame length & will 
make the trailer track well behind your vehicle. 
 
Having the track of the trailer the same as the tow vehi-
cle is especially handy when towing in sand as well as 
the same tyre/wheel combination as your vehicle. 
 

SUSPENSION 
 
There are different types of suspensions available for 
camper trailers & I am not about to sing the praises of a 
particular type, however leaf & coil are the most popular. 
Each have their own pluses & have proven themselves 
off road. 

 
 
Whatever the suspension it is 
very important that it is suited 
to the load you are carrying. 
Too soft a suspension is just 
as bad as too hard. These 
two extremes will shake eve-
rything to bits on the corruga-
tions & may even cause the 
leafs & other suspension 
components to break. 
Shockies are essential in 
these conditions & will help 
to control the rebound of the 
leafs or coils.  
 
FINISH 
 
Depending on where you live 
& where you intend to take 

your camper ie beach camping, will give you a good in-
dication of what the finish will be. 
 
* Painting has its merits. You can weld additions on at a 
later date & then camouflage it with a simple touch up. 
 
* Galvanizing will stand up to the elements more, but 
you have to be careful not to break this coating if adding 
items at a later date. It is better to bolt on attachments. 
 
* Powder coating gives a smooth finish & is well suited 
to extreme conditions. You can polish it to keep your 
camper looking new. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More information can be found on the CamperTrailers 
website at 
http://www.campertrailers.org 
 
or by joining the group at 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/campertrailers 
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by Robert Sanderson 
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��������  Photos by Rick Moore 

The northern Flinders, at its best in 2004. These o ld mine sites are the reason the re-
gion was intensively opened up from the 1880's onwa rds. Copper, sometimes gold, 
and occasionally nickel, was the lure. In an enviro nment hostile to man & his endeav-
ours, these old steam engines did not really do muc h work. Ironically, the most limiting 
resource on the surface - water - sometimes became the death knell of a mine.  Due to 
the very high cost of freight, the vast distances t o transport the ore to a crusher, or to 
market, killed off most mining enterprises. My GU i s at the foot of the mining area. 


