
For me personally, the Flinders seems to 
have a magic quality about it. I like to use my 
camera, and have no qualms sitting in one 
spot for a few hours simply waiting for good 
light. Whether or not the end result is worth 
the effort, it doesn't matter....... it's the doing 
that counts. Like fishing, you still do it 
whether you catch fish or not........  
This trip for us was probably more of a re-
connoissance trip more than anything else. 
As well as probing some of the lesser known 
tracks & trails, we also dropped into a few 
campsites, to see what they were also like.  
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It's like we were already planning our next trips! 
One thing that surprised me was that during our 
visit to the Wilpena Woolshed, the lady that 
showed us around, commented that one particu-
lar artist only ever painted Wilpena Pound, while 
others stayed within the confines of the Ranges 
for their work. The area is rich with photogenic 
scenery, and I am sure that one could never tire 
or run out of images from this magnificent area. 
This area is also steeped in a lot of recorded his-
tory, both indigenous, as well as by settlers. You 
are able to see evidence of both, throughout the 
ranges. This is all on top of the fact that the area 
is a geological wonder, showing it's glories of mil-
lions of years, pared back, like slicing an onion.   
The parks system is well managed as far as the 
camping facilities are concerned. There also 
seems to be a wealth of local knowledge that is 
readily available to you if you wish to pursue it. I 
would like to think that both Tracy & I will be mak-
ing many more sojourns through this area, pin-
pointing the areas we would like to discover, and 

hopefully, coming back with some worthy 
images!  
This area is obviously a Mecca for tourists 
with all sorts of interests, and it seems to 
cope well with the numbers. The parks sys-
tem is well managed as far as the camping 
facilities are concerned. There also seems 
to be a wealth of local knowledge that is 
readily available to you if you wish to pur-
sue it. I would like to think that both Tracy 
& I will be making many more sojourns 
through this area, pinpointing the areas we 
would like to discover, and hopefully, com-
ing back with some worthy images!  
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I got interested in outback travel in the late 1970's when I travelled bush with two mates in a 2wd KE10 Corolla sta-
tion wagon.  That was a pretty flash vehicle for a uni student back in those days - cost me $1400 which was saved 
over a couple of years working at a grog shop.  It was fitted with HD springs, bullbar, tropical roof, sump guards, and 
used a 27Mhz radio for communications.  It was very light and surprisingly capable on sand, usually only coming 
stuck when bottoming out on deep sand.   The Corolla  travelled the Birdsville, Cordillo,  Strezlecki and Oodnadatta 
tracks before they became outback highways and did them in the summer heat (we did some crazy things in hind-
sight).  It also did a lot of Flinders tracks.  The small tyres suffered occasionally from the rocks - did 3 tyres one day, 
but did our own repairs, using a scissor jack under the towbar as a beadbreaker.  The Corolla was cheap on petrol, 
going over 800km on 40 litre tank plus 2 jerries.  No fridges - just a couple of canvas water bags on the front, and lots 
of tinned food. 
When I got a real job, I traded to a 1969 2A LandRover SWB.  Fun vehicle. Nice vents.  Had the "big" 750R16 
Dunlop RTMs (road track major) crossply tyres which were standard on the LandCruisers in 1980.  Got married and 
spent our honeymoon on Fraser Island with the Landrover (Kathryn still hasn't forgiven me!!!)  It went up sand hills 
on Fraser that a Range Rover couldn't;  downside was breaking an axle shaft in 3 lanes of peak hour traffic one 
morning going to work. At least I could engage 4wd and drive it home.  Four kids meant that the Landrover made 
way for a conventional Starwagon and I gave up 4wding for about 8 years. 
So, next came my first LandCuiser - a 1976 
FJ55 - came in brown/white (didn't they all?) 
with the mighty 2F motor and heaps of rust.  
Cut the rust, resprayed it, fixed the motor 
and had some great trips into the Centre, In-
namincka, Mootwingee, Coorong with the 
family.  Towed a 40year old Treggoning 
trailer for the camping gear as those rusty 
roofs don't like roofracks.   
Lusted after my first diesel, so extended the 
home loan again and got my dream vehicle - 
a 5 year old, 1984 HJ47series Troopie.  Paid 
about $17,000 in 1989.  It was fitted with 
heaps of extras - the chassis mounted 
roofrack, fibreglass tropical roof, extra fuel 
tank, Mack bullbar; even Michelin Sahara 
tyres.  Put two aux batteries behind the bull-
bar.  It had no power steering and the under-
dash "factory" air conditioner was OK for the 
front seat only.  But it got the family all over 
the country including the Kimberley, Darwin, 
Cooper Creek blah, blah, blah.  Over the 5 
years we had that vehicle, Kathryn had the reputation at school of being the lady with the Troopie, as it was pretty 
rare then to drive kids to school in a 4wd (times change).  We could cart a whole soccer team around in it.  Even took 
away another family with us one year. 
Didn't like the kids sitting sideways, so extended the home loan again in 1994, and got my next dream vehicle, a 
1986 HJ61 LandCruiser Sahara with the 12H-T factory turbo.  That motor was sweet; it had dual aircond and enough 
forward facing seats for the kids to stop fighting.  But the kids had turned into teenagers, and had better things to do 
than go camping, so the most it did was tour the highways.  5 years later did a fundraising trip organised by ALL-
TRAC at Mile End which opened my eyes to the 4wd Club scene.  So came to a Toyota club meeting and gave it a 
go, did the driver training, went on some club trips and got hooked.  Done lots of 4wdclub stuff since.  Clubs are like 
any volunteer organisation, put something into it, and you'll get a lot out of it.  So if you join a club, don't be afraid to 
put up a club trip, organise a social event, or help out on the committee. 
But the Sahara was going to need a major refit to do the trips I was now contemplating, so with permission (and an-
other extension to the home loan), it got traded on a Prado TD soon after they were released.  Fitting the Prado out 
was easy, and I loved that torquey diesel motor.  I did lots of travel as the kids were doing their own thing.   
I extended my trip collection to include 3 Simpson trips (including the Madigan Line), 3 Great Victoria desert trips, 
umpteen Flinders trips, 4 High Country trips,and lots of others.  The Prado took me everywhere without a hassle. 
Now its time to try something different.  I've just traded the Prado on a second hand LandCruiser Turbo diesel tray-
top.  Its going to take me years to fit out, which sounds great to me.  Its fun going back to something a bit more agri-
cultural.  Lots of shed time ahead :-))  I like getting the welder out and making my own stuff.   
Planning to see a lot more of our beautiful desert country - the more I go out there, the more I appreciate how lucky 
we are to be able to access this country. I find it interesting to look at the natural history of these areas, the aboriginal 
cultures, the european exploration and the feats of modern day explorers like Len Beadell.   I figure it will take me 
well past retirement to fully appreciate our bush and deserts and 4wd travel makes it all safely possible. 
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One of the nicest ways to explore our great outdoors is with a camper trailer in tow. The camper has the advantage 
of being partially packed ready to go & also having a place for everything & everything in its place, all easy accessi-
ble. Slide out kitchens ready for the roadside lunch stop, water tanks to hold reliable drinking water & fridge boxes, 
all add to the satisfaction of owning a camper trailer. Quick overnight camps can be made in a matter of minutes with 
ease, taking the hassle out of camping with a tent & living out of the boot or a roofrack. There is not much fun loading 
the 4wd after work on Friday arvo, then getting to camp a few hours drive away, to spend a couple of more hours 
setting up camp. A camper trailer can be packed at your leisure during the week & just hooked up & driven away on 
Friday afternoon. You don’t need to unpack it on Sunday afternoon either, just drop it off. This leads to a more relax-
ing experience all round. The Australian camper trailer industry has exploded in the past 15 years to produce some 
very unique campers which are most suited to the conditions they are intend for. Looking around the camper trailer 
manufacturers’ market place you can’t help but notice it is definitely a buyers market, with one manufacturer trying to 
out do the other attracting custom with new innovations. For people new to the camper trailer scene it all looks very 
daunting with the number of manufacturers out there, but with a few pointers you can quickly reduce your choice to a 
short list. 

by Robert Sanderson 

BALL WEIGHT.  Can you lift the front 
of the trailer? A situation may arise 
where you may have to unhook the 
trailer & turn it around in off road con-
ditions or just in the shed at home? A 
general rule of thumb is to have 10 to 
15% of the trailers weight on the hitch. 
BEARINGS. What sized bearings 
does the trailer have? Are they large 
enough to handle the abuse of corru-
gated roads?  How often do I grease 
them? How do I adjust the nut the 
right way? 
BATTERY. Does the camper have an 
onboard battery setup? How is the 
charging of the battery done? Do I 
need a battery management system to control the charg-
ing? How long will the battery last? What type of batteries 
are used, heavy duty or deep cycle? What size cable do I 
need to charge the batteries in the camper? 
BED. What sort of bed does it have? Foam or inner 
sprung? What size is the mattress, double, queen? Will it 
suit your back? How high is the bed off the ground & will 
you be able to climb up into it? Are there plenty of mesh 
windows for ventilation on summer nights? Can I leave the 
bed made up when I close the camper? Can I get out of 
bed in the early mornings for a fish, without disturbing my 
partner?  Where do the kids sleep? 
BRAKES. Hydraulic, mechanical & electric. Each have 
their own merits, but in an off road situation trailer brakes 
controlled from an electric controller with in the drivers 
reach is a very handy item, especially on a downhill trail. 
Do I really need brakes? How do I adjust the shoes? What 
is the correct adjustment? Has it got a handbrake? 
CANVAS. What weight canvas is the camper made from 
eg 12 or 10 ounce? Is it reinforced or double seamed? Do I 
have to wet down the new canvas when I get home? Why 
do I have to wet it down? 
CHASSIS. What is its construction? Has it got a full chas-
sis? Is the chassis painted or hot dipped galvanized? Is it 
steel or aluminum?  
COMPATIBILITY.  Have a look at the weight of the camper.  
What is the axle weight? Has your vehicle the capacity to 
tow the camper? Will it be within the vehicle manufacturers 
recommended towing capacity? 

COST. Probably the biggest issue for 
most is the cost in purchasing a 
camper trailer new. Have a look at 
the secondhand market. You could 
be lucky & find exactly what you 
want, in good condition at the right 
price. 
COUPLING. Do you require an off 
road coupling for maximum articula-
tion? Where will you be going? Will a 
standard ball coupling do the job? 
CUSTOMER SERVICE. What sort of 
public relations has the manufac-
turer? Have they a list of satisfied 
customers you can contact? Do they 
have regular factory tours? 

DUST PROTECTION. Check the dust sealing of the 
camper. A bed full of dust is not a great way to sleep at 
night. Check the rear tailgate seals. Will they keep out wa-
ter if doing deep river crossings? 
EXTRAS. Have a look at what extras are on offer. Extra 
water tanks & awnings, meshed gazebos, tropical double 
roof, outboard racks, boat racks/firewood racks or extra 
rooms, just to name a few. Can you get a deal on extras if 
you order with a new camper rather than later? 
FINISH. What choice of colours do they have? Can I get 
the camper colour coded to match my vehicle? Have they 
got hot dipped galvanizing as an option? 
FLOOR. What sort of floor does it have? A hard or soft 
floor? Is the floor off the ground? Will you get water in 
when it rains? Does the soft floor zip off? Do they have pre-
cut indoor/outdoor carpet to fit? 
FRIDGE. Does the camper have an on board fridge? Is it 
two or three way? Can you carry a fridge on the drawbar or 
inside? 
GAS BOTTLE.  What size is it? Where is it mounted? Can I 
have a spare mounted there also? Is it protected from fly-
ing stones? How long will the bottle last on average? 
HINGES. Are the hinges strong enough? Can the doors/
tailgate be removed? 
INSURANCE. How much is insurance & what is cov-
ered? Is contents included? Am I covered off road? 
JERRY CAN RACKS.  Can you carry extra fuel or water 
in jerry's on racks in/on the camper? How many can you 
carry & where? Can I lock them in? 
JOCKEY WHEEL.  What sort of jockey wheel has it got? 
Solid rubber or pneumatic? How do I set it up? 
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KITCHEN. Is the kitchen internal or external? Is there 
plenty of cover if it is raining? Do you have to erect the 
camper to access the kitchen? Can you have an easy 
lunch stop on the roadside? What size stove has it got? 
How many burners? Has it got a griller? Is it fuel or gas? 
Do I have to connect the gas hose each time I use the 
stove? 
LIGHTING. Does it have 12 volt lighting inside or/and out-
side the camper? Is there lighting over the kitchen area?  
LOCKERS. Does it have side or front mounted lockers for 
extra storage? Are they lockable? Are they dust & water 
proofed? 
LOCKABLE.  Can I lock the trailer to stop the thieves 
when parked in the street or in camp?  
PACKING UP. Can I throw the kids beds on top of the 
main bed without breaking them down? Where do the tent 
poles, ropes & pegs go? Does the awning need to be un-
zipped each time? 
PLACES. Where do you intent to take your camper? 
Check the underneath clearance if you want to go on rug-
ged 4wd tracks. What is the departure angle? 
PLUG. What sort of wiring has the trailer plug got? How 
many pins are there?  Will you have to rewire the vehicles 
plug? Will they rewire it for me when I come to pick up the 
new trailer? 
POWER. Do you want to stay in 
caravan parks & use 240 volt? Does 
it have a 240 volt set up & power 
board? Does it have a 12 volt on 
board power supply when the vehicle 
is not hooked up? 
RACKS. Can you carry your boat, 
canoe or push bikes on an optional 
rack that fits over the top of the 
trailer? Do you have to remove the 
boat to set up the camper or can you 
simply swing it away? How much ef-
fort is involved? When on the road 
you will have to do this each night.   
REAR STABILIZERS. Does it have 
rear stabilizer legs? What is involved 
in setting them up? 
REAR VISION. Will I be able to see 
over the top of the trailer in the rear 
vision mirror when towing? Can I see 
down the sides? Do I need extended mirrors? 
REGISTRATION. How much does it cost to register the 
camper? Does rego come with the deal? 
RESCUE HOOKS. Does the camper have rear tow 
hooks?  A situation may arise that requires you to recover 
your trailer backwards. Where would you connect your 
shackles?  
SET UP. How long does it take to set up the camper? 
Does it require one or two people in setting up? Something 
that requires a half hour or more in setting up will take 
longer to pack up. What is involved in setting up a quick 
overnight camp? Do I need pegs & ropes? 
SIZE. Is it of a size to suit your needs? Can I add an extra 
room as the family grows? 
SOLAR.  Does the camper have solar panels as extras? 
What size are they? How long will they extend my stay in 
the one place? Do I have to camp in full sun? 
SPARES KIT.  Have they got a spares kit on offer? Bear-
ings & seals are a necessary spare in out of the way 
places.  
SPARE WHEEL MOUNT. Does it have a spare wheel 
mount? Is it accessible is all situations? Can I open the 

rear doors of my vehicle? If not can I get an extended 
drawbar? 
STONE PROTECTION. See what sort of protection is on 
offer to protect the front of the camper & more importantly, 
stopping the rocks rebounding into the back of your vehicle 
& smashing a rear window on dirt roads. Has it got a shade 
cloth guard or a bra across the front of the trailer? 
STORAGE. How can you gain access to your gear stored 
in the camper? Do boxes or draws slide out, the bed lift 
up? How much gear can I fit in? Camp cooking gear, 
clothes, chainsaw, fishing or bushwalking gear? Has it got 
a spare gas bottle rack? What weight will it be loaded? Do 
you also need to load the rear of your vehicle? 
SUSPENSION. There are coil, leafs & rubber suspensions 
to choose from in a number of different setups. Each have 
their own merits in there own situations. Independent coil, 
heavy duty leaf springs, solid axle with leaf springs & shock 
absorbers & torsion bar suspension to mention a few. 
TOWBAR.  Check the recommended towing capacity of the 
towbar.  Is the ball weight or downward weight on the tow 
hitch within the limits set by the towbar manufacturer? If 
over it could void your vehicles warranty.   
TRACK. Does the trailer have the same track as your vehi-
cle? When towing in sand or mud will the trailer sit in the 

tracks of your vehicle? 
TRAVEL COVER. What is the 
travel cover made from? Is it a 
hardtop or a soft cover? Will the 
cover dust proof the canvas when 
traveling? How will it handle the 
harsh Aussie sun?  
TYPE. Is it a fully devoted camper 
body or is the camper based on 
an off road box trailer? Can I use 
the trailer for other things like tak-
ing waste to the tip? Does the 
camper open out to the rear or 
side? 
WARRANTY. How long is the 
manufacturer's warranty? If nec-
essary where do you go for re-
pairs? What sort of backup ser-
vice do they have? 
WATER/FUEL.  Where is the wa-
ter tank? Is it plastic, fiberglass or 

stainless steel? Has it got a gauge? Has it got a stone 
guard? Can the filler lid be locked? Has it got a hand or 
electric pump or better still both? It is a good idea not to 
have all your water in the one tank in case of a leak.  
WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION. Does the rear of the vehicle sag 
when hitched up? Is the drawbar overloaded? You may re-
quire towing aids such as Polyairs, uprated suspension or 
adjustable shocks. 
WHEELS. Do I have a choice of tyres? Can I get the same 
tyres I have on my vehicle? It is a good idea to have the 
same wheel/tyre combination as your vehicle if traveling to 
remote places. With two spares, a good tyre repair kit & a 
pump, you can get yourself out of trouble & on the road 
again. 
WINDOWS. How big are the windows? Can I have extra 
large windows made when I order? Are they big enough to 
allow a breeze through for summer sleeping? What size 
mesh is used? Will they keep out sandflies? Can you get 
clear covers for when it's raining? Do the awnings keep out 
the rain? 
ZIPS.  What brand zips are used? Do they look as if they 
are up to the wear & tear they will receive. 
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HINTS WHEN BUYING A PRE-LOVED CAMPER 

SUSPENSION. 
*  Buckled rims.....  cost of new rims. 
*  Bent axle. Stand back behind the trailer & check wheels are upright & tires for uneven  wear.....  new axle & tyre 
costs. 
*  Broken leafs on suspension.....  remove & repair or re-new costs. 
*  Drum brakes can be in any condition. The pads could be worn out & the hub may need machining, especially 
when used on the dusty/muddy roads of the outback. 
*  Check shock absorbers for oil leaks.....  cost of new shockies. 
*  Ask when were the bearings last greased/replaced/checked (self or workshop) receipts? 
*  Ask when were the brakes last serviced. Are they electric or override?  
CANVAS. 
*  Check seams for stress & stitch fraying.....  repair costs. 
*  Check canvas folds for fray & wear.....  repair costs. 
*  Check eyelets on tent section & awning for stress.....  repair costs. 
*  Check for mold on canvas.....  cost of treatment. 
BODY. 
*  Check for loose rivets.....  drill out & replace. 
*  Check chassis for cracked welds & components.....  cost to re-weld cracks 
*  Check electrical trailer plug for compatibility to your vehicle.....  new plug 
*  Check tow height of hitch.....  buy new tongue to level trailer.  
GAS. 
*   Check 10 year inspection date on bottle.....  new bottle cost if in bad condition. 
*   Check rubber gas hoses for deterioration.....  cost of new hoses. 
*   Broken parts on stove.....  are spare parts available. 
GENERAL.  
*  How often was it used? A camper which is hardly used is probably in worse condition, as rot starts to set in, tyres 
break down and develop flat spots which lead to blowouts.       
*  Canvas becomes very stiff/dry and looses it's water resistant qualities when not used. Someone who regularly 
uses their camper is more likely to keep the maintenance up so it will most likely be in good condition. 

by Robert Sanderson 

CAMPERS WITH SIMILAR NAMES  
For those who may be researching camper trailers before buying, there are a few manufacturers who have similar 
company names or models which can be a little confusing. Some of these are........ 
Bushman  Campers in Bendigo Vic could be confused with Bushmate  Camper Trailers from Nerang QLD. 
CampApack  in Yatteyatteh NSW could be confused with Campatrek  from Seven Hills NSW. 
Gulf King  Camper Trailers  in Bundaberg Qld could be confused with  Gulf Lander  Camper Trailers in Canberra 
Outback Camper Trailers  in Carrum Downs VIC could very easily be confused with Outback Campers  from Wan-
gara WA. 
Walk-A-Bout  Campers in Cranbourne VIC could very easily be confused with Walkabou t Campers from Brendale 
QLD. 
Even more so with Adventure Camping & Off-Road Trailers  which have a Cape York Adventure  model, while 
Cape York Camper Trailers  have an Adventurer  model. 

This information & more can be viewed at http://
www.campertrailers.org/  You will also find a handy up to date 
camper trailers manufacturers list in alphabetical order along with 
their location.  Futher information on camper trailers can also be 
found by joining the Australian CamperTrailers Group at  http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/campertrailers/ 
The Australian CamperTrailers Group was formed just over 3 years 
ago & has an ever expanding membership. If you would like to chat 
camper trailers, travel or just camping in general, you will find you 
are right at home with a bunch of like-minded people.  Members 
come from all walks of life, but have a common interest in the great 
outdoors & the lifestyle that comes with it.  Please feel free to join. 
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Story and photos by Jim Maunder  
A while ago I planned a fairly gentle trip to Broken Hill and the surrounding area, camping for a few days at places 
like Menindee Lakes, and generally poking around. Since we had not done car camping for many years, I wanted 
to test the system so to speak. However, a friend suggested that while we were there, we should pop over to Lake 
Eyre, since there was water in it then. I mentioned this to my wife Jen, and she, being more adventurous than me 
in some ways, said ‘absolutely – I'm all for that. 

So after some time checking the maps, browsing the web, and asking the odd question in the forum, I had a plan 
that seemed achievable. Taking a week we would go to Coober Pedy, William Creek, Lake Eyre, then back to Mel-
bourne via the Flinders Ranges and Mildura. Fortunately we decided to make a 2 week trip of it, and to avoid a ro-
deo at William Creek, it worked out better to start with the Flinders and go the other way round. We bought Ron 
and Viv Moon's guide to the Flinders Ranges, the Lonely Planet Outback Australia guide, a Hema Desert Tracks 
map, and from these got an idea of what would be good to see and do. We did not want a strict plan, but would go 
when and where we decided as we went, following a rough plan. We booked nothing in advance. We had the car, a 
3 person dome tent, sleeping bags, an 'Evercool' thermoelectric esky, a 2 burner 'Coleman' gas cooker, a folding 
card table, folding chairs and assorted picnic equipment. We had tried camping for the odd night before and been 
on a tour in the Kimberley last year, and based on this experience we decided we needed a few other things. Jen is 
a great list maker, and had lists of what we needed to pack for all sorts of holiday trips. So with this background we 
made a list of what we needed based on past ex-
perience and what seemed to be good advice 
from the forum. We never found air beds to be 
much good, so after a bit of looking around we 
settled on a ‘High Country’ double self inflating 
mattress from Ray’s which seemed to be ok. We 
also bought a Bedourie camp oven, a camp light, 
a short spade, a $15 compressor and a $100 tyre 
repair kit. Jen started packing some of the non-
perishable food and picnic gear in boxes and be-
gan assembling the stuff we were taking on the 
floor in the lounge room. It was a big pile.  
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Finally Day 1 arrived, and because this was supposed to be a holiday and not an ordeal, we started loading the 
car, eventually finding a spot for everything, locked up and set off at about 10am. We did a bit of shopping, then 
headed off towards Riverland in South Australia, getting a latte and cake in Castlemaine, stopping for a picnic  
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lunch in St Arnaud, then up the Sunraysia Highway to Ouyen, across to Pinaroo, before finding a room at the ho-
tel/motel in Loxton. We did about 750km that day, an easy but long drive. Next day we wandered through Berri, 
Barmera, had lunch at Morgan beside the mighty Murray, then across to Burra, Quorn, Hawker and the Flinders. I 
had planned to try getting a camping spot at Arkaba Station, but it seemed to have closed, so we went to Rawn-
sley Park instead. Good decision – we had a great spot in the 'bush camping' area among some native pines 
looking across at Rawnsley Bluff as the sun set. We put the tent up, bought a bag of cut up Ghan sleeper, then I 
got the fire going while Jen got the tent and mattress set up. We had a great feed of steak, fried onions-and-
potato, and opened the wine cask. Ghan sleeper takes a bit of heat to get going, but once started it makes a 
good, long lasting fire. We stayed here 3 nights, explored in and around Wilpena Pound including the gorgeous 
Bunyeroo Valley drive, Brachina Gorge, a couple of ruins, and had a good walk in the Pound itself. While the re-
sort area at Wilpena Pound was pleasant, it seemed like just another bushy camping ground and could have been 
almost anywhere in south-east Australia. We were delighted with our spot at Rawnsley Park looking out at the 
ramparts of the pound. Next we headed for Arkaroola via the wonderful Moralana Scenic Drive, up the bitumen to 
Parachilna where we had a beer for morning tea, then into Parachilna Gorge to Blinman. Here we bought a home-
made pastie each for lunch and filled up with petrol. Further on the country got drier and harsher, and we won-
dered what we were getting ourselves in to.  



The car and occupants were quite happy at 70-80kph along 
this road. The roads in the Flinders, although being dirt, 
were lovely to drive on – they flow very nicely, with no nasty 
surprises such as hidden sharp corners - except for the oc-
casional sharp dip. Even though it is easy driving, you can’t 
afford to relax. We drove across a desolate gibber plain, 
climbed up into desolate hills and eventually got to desolate 
Arkaroola.  We got a camp site under a few straggly trees on 
a dry dusty patch of dirt. We were not impressed to say the 
least. We had refined our sleeping arrangements by now – 
first we put down a poly tarp where the tent was to go, put 
the tent up, then put the self inflating mattress (a perfect fit) 
in the tent, then 2 sleeping bags opened up and spread out 
over the mattress, then a bottom and top sheet and finally 
our doona and pillows from our bed at home.  
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It felt just like home, so we slept very well most 
nights. The first night we cooked a big stew-up in the 
Bedourie oven – all sorts of vegies including brussels 
sprouts and some cut up lamb chops. It tasted won-
derful. We had a slight sprinkle of rain on the tent 
through the night. Next day was fairly mild, and we 
went on a good walk around the resort and along 
one of the self guided trails. By now we had got used 
to the harsh environment and began to appreciate 
the subtle variations in the vegetation and land-
scape. 
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On the last night we had warmed up leftovers and attacked the wine cask while watching the 'outback TV'. In spite 
of the conditions it was one of the best nights we had on the trip. At Arkaroola the flies were considerate enough 
to stay away till after 7.15am – enough time to have breakfast in 
peace. We think Arkaroola Resort looks after its 'resort' customers 
quite well, but not campers. But it’s well worth going there.  
After 5 nights camping we decided to get a room for the night, so 
we booked one at the Leigh Creek Hotel in Copley. On the way to 
Copley the next day we dropped into Iga Warta and spent some 
time chatting with the boss and a regular visitor there. We got to 
Copley at about lunchtime, so checked into the hotel, then went up 
the street to the Quandong Café where we had a pie (steak and on-
ions for me and roo for Jen - I said she was more adventurous than 
me!) and shared a quandong tart for lunch. We saw the 161 wagon 
coal train twice. In the afternoon we drove down to have a look at 
old Beltana and new Leigh Creek South. 

Next day we went back to Leigh Creek for petrol and supplies, and 
headed up towards Maree and the Oodnadatta Track. We had a look 
at the Leigh Creek coal mine and the Bridgestone tyre that had done 
360,000 km on a dump truck.  After a wonderful burger at Maree we 
headed off along the track. 
First stop was planehenge at Alberrie Creek. While doing a bit of 
video of the Grumpmobile gliding along the track I noticed that the 
right rear tyre seemed flattish. It was. Out with the $15 compressor for 
its first serious use. It managed about 1 psi per minute, but I only ran it 
a few minutes at a time. Eventually it was up to about 30psi, so off we 
went. Checked it about 5 km later, and it was down to 20 again. More 
pumping. More pumping at the Lake Eyre lookout and Curdimurka 

Siding. It seemed ok after a while, so it was with some relief that we bypassed the mound springs and checked 
into the delightful Coward Springs campground. After a little while we decided to stay 2 nights here. We did our fa-
mous hot tomato, bacon and chilli pasta in the oven that night (my version of matriciana) – wonderful. (Hint for 
cooking pasta in a camp oven - make the sauce runny and cook the pasta in the sauce.) 



Next morning the tyre wheel came off and I was relieved to find a nail in the tread area, not a damaged sidewall. 
The hole was soon plugged, but the compressor took quite a while to blow the tyre up to 30psi again. We were 
delighted to find the repair effective, and the tyre held pressure for the rest of the trip. There was plenty of traffic 
on the track that day. It being Sunday and the rodeo we wanted to avoid was the day before, we figured it was a 
good day to keep out of William Creek, and off the road for that matter, as there was quite a bit of traffic about, 
and probably some sore heads as well. 

Surprisingly there is plenty to do for a couple of days 
around Coward Springs – visit the mound springs, check 
out the wetlands, dip in the spa,  
check out the restored buildings there, find the old grave-
yard, walk to the mound springs across the road,  
photograph the desert flowers etc.  
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