We went on the Skull rock and picked up a shingle back.

We drove on to Quorn after that and
stayed at a great place there which
used to be the old bank. Fantastic place
and well priced, $130 a night. There is
still the old vault in the basement and |
put Suzanne in there and shut the door,
would you believe it the safe door jam-
bed shut!! She thought | was kidding but
it was no joke. This thing was really big,
the size of a small normal door and
about 200mm thick. | kept telling her to
kick it and with me pulling it finally
moved... | really thought we would have
to get some help, man that would be
embarressing.

Her brother came up and joined us that
night, we went to one of the pubs and
had an average meal. Next day we set
off to Yapoona springs to do the track
there. My brother in law had his 1" lifted
GT forrester and decided he might have a go on the track. Its basically a long climb up to a magnificent view of
the gulf on one side and the Flinders on the other. Forrester did it all ok, apart from him riding the clutch a bit at
the start, | ended up with my first dent in the bashplate. We even had a dragrace at one part, | was in lowrange
as the Pathy really has some go in LR, both floored it from a standing start up a hill, I led at about 120m when he
pulled out, | think he was worried about stones etc Mumbled something later about starting in 2nd gear... We
headed back home after that and eagerly await our next trip.




Short Trip by John Rapley

Its an interesting place although | don't think I'll be racing back there. Very much like the
Murray Sunset NP although the hills are smaller and the scrub has a different appearance.
The track in from the south is nothing much more than a track until the park Boundary
which is about 40km up from the Wentworth Renmark Rd. Once into the park the road im-
proves to a reasonable gravel road standard.

The ranger, who goes by the name of "mate"” is very friendly and pointed out the tourist
drive and which of the 3 camp areas would be best. The camp areas, interestingly enough,
have fire pits and firewood but no toilets. | just naturally assumed a conservation park that
rated a resident ranger would have had pit toilets. No big deal without them, but if you are in
a group it would be interesting as the mallee scrub is a little thin to hide behind.

The old shearers quarters can be hire for $50.00 per night per room with each room sleep-
ing up to 10 - looks ok for the price but you need to book

Doing the tourist drive | came across the danggali equivalent of the long plain tank. here its
only one ring of vertical poles and the clay must have been built up to them to hold the wa-
ter in - interesting structure but it only rated 1 1/2 lines in the trip notes.

The park itself is very quiet. Of the 3 designated camp sites all were occupied, but by 1 ve-
hicle in each. That was it (and each camp site is at least 5km from each other.) very peace-
ful spot..... but watch out for the midges at dusk

The road out is quite good and mate explained that thr road up from the south is a compli-
mentary road across private land whilst out to the North (broken hill, yunta or burra) the
roads are maintained by the council - easy 80kph travel.

It would make an interesting alternate route from Melbourne to the Flinders



By Ron Holland

Route Planning

We spend many hours planning a major trip. The anticipation adds to the fun of travelling and certainly improves
my geography. We start with lots of disjointed pieces of information and as we usually travel with the same
friends, the four of us then sit down over a beer and list all the places that each of us might have an interest in.
Once we have this we drag out the map and jot down an initial route.

We then prepare a simple spreadsheet that shows the distances, probable stopovers, mileage, travel time etc.
We agree we don't want to spend the entire trip looking at white lines, or potholes, so we set down some criteria.
We identify our prime objective and focus the trip around that.

We try to average no more than 150 km a day at an arbitrary 70 kph or say just over two hours per day over the
entire journey. In reality this means that if we travelled for eight hours on any one day then we would stop for 3
days in the one place to make up for the excess travel. This has proved to be a reasonable guide over almost all
our long trips.

In many of the more remote areas there is really nothing to do but keep on trucking. eg Broome to Port Hedland
where the country is mile after mile of mallee type scrub, dead kangas and horses, interspersed with salt bush
and mallee scrub. This plan of attack enables us to calculate approx how long we need to complete the trip and
thereby plan accordingly.

With this mind set we then start to obtain up to date maps, area activities and things to see from all the major
tourist information centres along the route. This involved writing to them, faxes, e-mails, or gathering info from the
net. Over the months preceding we gain a pretty good idea of what there is to explore and what interests us as a
group. The spreadsheet helps us to see where to extend our initial plan to take in special events that may be on
around the time we expect to be there. Not much point in getting to Fitzroy Crossing the day after the annual Ro-
deo or Henley on Todd in the Alice.

Further information gathering at the various caravan/camping shows in Melbourne arms us with a huge informa-
tion source. We purchased a number of books/maps from the Melbourne Map Centre in 738-740 Waverley Road
Chadstone. Ron & Viv Moon's books on the Kimberley were invaluable and provided a vast amount of informa-
tion and directions. | then call on resources from workmates in our interstate offices and obtain all the RAA tour-
ing maps | can - these prove extremely useful in conjunction with the localised information centre area booklets.
Friends or relatives interstate can also assist.

Gradually as we refine the "plan of attack" and the base plan eventuates on our spreadsheet and enable other
calculations.

We assume a base of 7 km/litre of fuel at an average of $1 litre (?) Lets say parks cost us approx $20/night and
we spend say $50 per head per day on everything else, (meals, entertainment, grog, tours, entry fees etc) - This
shows us what we need to budget for, and if we can't afford this then there isn't much point in going until we
can. Its no good being the other side of the country and having to face the reality of not holding sufficient funds.

In heading north or doing a lap of the block to include the Kimberley we collectively believe that we should
leave no later than the end of May which put us about two weeks ahead of "the pack". It proved a wise decision
on our first major trip through the West as we had very little trouble with sites anywhere throughout the Kimber-
ley, except Broome. We did not want to book ahead any more than say a week as this would simply have created
too many time restraints. The spreadsheet enabled us to gain a rough idea of where we might be at a given date
IE we stuck to the plan. It enabled us to make forward decisions as to when we could extend, shorten, or simply
eliminate a stay.

Through a combination of research of what we wanted to see, and calculating roughly how long it might take, we
were able to set out a plan that proved to be fairly close to the mark.

Most importantly though, we do not let it override the day to day decisions of what/where we should go - that
would be crazy and result in missing many exciting places. If time is not a restriction then you really don't need it
other than to log the places that are of interest. Before you leave remember that there are thousands of kms
from the East Coast to the top of Australia, so don’t miss a place for the want of an extra 2-300km. When we
travelled the West Coast, we did not think about this before we left, nor just how far away from home we were,
time wise. We didn’t include Darwin or south of Perth as we plan to go there again. Now to go back to Darwin or
Perth again means we will retrace the same ground for almost a month. In retrospect, it may have been better to
allow extra time and cover these places — but then we ‘Il enjoy the next trips anyway.

Derby and the Gibb River Road were wonderful places but are almost 6500 km from Victoria, and two months travel-
ling before you start to reach the dirt roads. During our 2000 trip, the abnormal wet the previous year meant we could
not get into a number of places as roads to Mitchell Falls, Bells Gorge and Kalumbaru were still closed when we ar-
rived, so it looks like we'll have to back track at some stage in the future.




The 'bush telegraph” also proves to be a real source of information, BUT sometimes mis-information. Superb places
like Shothole Canyon and Turquoise Beach near Exmouth don't appear on the local tourist brochures but are simply
not to be missed. We would not have spent so much time at Exmouth had we relied on brochures. We learnt of them at
80-Mile Beach between Broome and Port Hedland. On other occasions we were told this place or that was marvellous
e.g. Millstream NP near (?) Karratha - it proved to be pretty ordinary as far as we were concerned — certainly not like
the glossy brochures. But one man's castle is another man's chook house!

Over the years we have planned our trips in a similar manner, but never let the plan over-ride the enjoyment. We have
travelled together throughout Victoria and along the East Coast as far as Brisbane, usually choosing somewhere as a
base then fanning out from there to see everything we could. It took us fifteen years to get north of Sydney, with re-
peated trips to Merimbula, Bateman's Bay, Nowra, Kiama, and Shoalhaven Heads - all causing lengthy delays each
year. We are now planning our next trip to see the Gulf Country, Cairns and Cooktown, Weipa and the FNQ coastline
in mid 2003.

In recent years our holidays have changed to more of a nomadic style. Partly because we no longer have the kids to
contend with, and partly because time has not been such a constraint. Now we tend to be a bit more feral (more bush
camping) and have become a bit more aboriginal in our stays - we are always on the move, a bit of hunting (mainly
fishing ) and lots of gathering. (Mainly rubbish - but girls will be girls!) We toted three beer cartons full of shells from
80-Mile Beach 8000 km.

If we like a place we stay until we have run out of interest, then move on for an hour or two and repeat the process.
The main thing in planning is not to get absolutely fixed on the itinerary — leave plenty of time spare and use the plan
as a guide or reminder of what's on where.

Helpful Information Sources

Only in recent years have | discovered the Internet and the opportunities that this medium presents. It was only by ac-
cident that | discovered some really helpful sites that have prompted me to supply them with most of the information
attached. Have a look at these great information bases for fellow travellers Check out the "live" descriptions of the vari-
ous parks They often prove more accurate than the "rated" opinions in the various commercial tourist organisation pub-
lications that are really adverts for their group. - And they don't have many of the out of the way spots. Try these sites:
http://www.westernbelle.com

http://www.exploroz.com.au

http://www.geocities.com/RainForest/3648/parks.htm

http://groups.msn.com/Caravanersforum/home.msnw

Travel Groups

By exploring caravan and camping magazines, Internet sites and shows you'll find many groups that will assist with dis-
counts. Some caravan van clubs have negotiated a range of discount services. Joining a caravan club has lots of
benefits, discounts, and is a great way to meet others. Big 4, Top Tourist and FPA Caravan Groups all offer 10% or
better discount for each stay in their parks to a maximum amount (usually $20/stay) — you will quickly recoup the an-
nual membership fee.

Communications in the Outback

Itis worth mentioning what is out there in the communication field. Mobile phones might be ok in the big centres in the
east, but outback on our first trip our OPTUS/VODAPHONE system was as useless as an ashtray on a motor bike - a
carrier pigeon would have been more reliable. These telcos all say they provide service but in reality it is only when
you own a Satellite phone that they can guarantee service. Who can afford one, or the call cost? If you really head off
road then no doubt they are essential insurance against a host of troubles.

Our friends have a TELSTRA pre paid which seemed to be the best and works close to most of the more remote
roadhouses when there was no service from the other providers. Phone cards are often unusable on those yellow or
orange pay phones in many parks. We use e-mail via a free Hotmail address and the local library or Internet Café in
most towns - works well - sometimes a small fee for the time or a need to book a time for use. Your local Internet Café
will show you how to set up a hotmail service.

We have a small quality short wave radio that proves invaluable in many places where local AM/FM radio is non-
existent. UHF/ CB radio are quite useful, particularly between travelling companions, UHF is more expensive but give
longer range and is more popular throughout rural areas and can be used to relay messages via base stations through-
out Australia. For basic inter vehicle short range communication a cheap standard set is fine. There is a growing band
that is encouraging the use of AM/UHF Channel 18 as the recognised Caravan channel. It probably is the way to go if
you are setting up now.

Many years of trying have convinced me that there is no perfect TV antenna so don’t despair. Its part of caravanning
folklore to show off your collection — they all work somewhere!

Some Other Simple Tips

Talcum Powder will deter ants that can be prevalent up north. Sprinkle around stays, wheels, water and sullage
hoses, and electric cords. Don’t forget the awning posts and guy ropes.

Use a peg to stop awning tape flapping. Simply roll it up and peg.

Use a plastic bucket with lid as a mobile washing machine — 2” water, powder and half bucket of jocks and socks
- it done on arrival.

Stop every two hours whether you feel the need or not.

Try a “Dream Pot — Have cooked meals ready on arrival with 10 mins effort at lunch time. They're usually avail-
able at camping shows.




Check you have turned fridge to 12v before you move each morning

Place small clothing items under mattress at night — they’ll be ironed in the morning.

Fix two lengths of 30mm pressure pipe with end caps under van with metal saddles to store sullage hose — no
smelly mess in front boot or cupboards.

Before you start to set up for the night — stop and have one stubby or glass of vino to unwind — you'll find every-
thing is less stressful.

Preparing lunch/morning & afternoon teatime snacks before you leave in the morning will save a significant
amount of money versus purchasing en route.

When giving reversing directions stand where you can see the driver — if you can’t see him/her — neither can they
— simple but the most frequent cause of angst between friends. If you don’t believe it spend between 4 — 6 p.m. in
any Caravan Park and watch!

When reversing into a site try to set up in such a way that you can see the entire right hand side of the van in
your right hand mirror. It's much harder to judge what you cannot see. Before you leave reception plan your ap-
proach if not assisted by park operator. It saves embarrassment.

Make an extension winder for your caravan legs that enables it to be wound up/down with a portable drill — its
quicker and easier and you’ll be amazed how often you use the drill for other jobs.

If off road frequently, carry stone protection for rear windows (cut to shape and fix with Velcro tape) . Likewise
plastic over door vents will reduce dust intake if you do not have a pressure hatch fitted.

Before you put down the stay legs make sure the annex/awning just clears the end of the concrete pad if you
wish to peg it down — amazing how often you're a few inches out.

Packets of plastic electrical ties have a vast range of uses — carry a range of sizes.

Water is a scarce commodity in outback Australia and good drinking water is hard to find in many areas. Con-
sider a small supply of “bought” water or top up a container when fresh water is available. Lowering one annex/
awning leg will enable collection of clean water during rain as long as you annex is clean.

A two-way spirit level/bubble glued to the drawbar will make setting up easier.

Soap makes a good temporary seal to a pinhole in the radiator or petrol tank and is also good bait for the yabby/
shrimp net.

Shade cloth makes a cheap annex floor and a mat made from plastic grass (outdoor carpet style) is a great way
to minimise gravel/dirt entering the van.

Don'’t feed possums/birds/ducks in parks — they become a pest and leave calling cards. Never feed a dingo.
When stopping at rest areas leave only footprints, and bury personal waste if you have no other alternative.

Don'’t be afraid to talk to other travellers — it's a great way to gather information.

Keep a daily diary record of your travels and share it with others who ask advice, but don’'t ram it down their
throat. It is a great memento of fun time that you will be amazed how often you will refer to.

Wash a roll out awning with warm soapy water after each week on the road — grime allowed to build up over an
extended time is very hard to shift.

Buy a pair of cheap neoprene surf slippers. Often available at around $5 towards the end of autumn in the
chain stores and seconds shops. They are great for walking/fishing/collecting bait on shell or pebbly beaches,
or whilst snorkelling or whilst showering in the bush. Easy to clean and store anywhere.

Check interstate quarantine laws before purchasing ahead when border crossing is imminent. Could save you a
few dollars and a bad start to the day.

Plastic bottles make a good funnel in an emergency.

Square and rectangular containers pack easier than round or oval ones.

Two x 1” thick timber off-cuts, one 18” and one 9” long x 6” wide with one end tapered at 35 degrees across the
thickness will come in handy when uneven sites are encountered or as a solid base when changing a flat tyre.
Make a simple towel rail from white PVC pipe and attach to back bumper bar. Looks good, very light and very
cheap, lasts for years.

Summary

Caravanning is a friendly way to travel and a marvellous way to meet new friends. Most long-term caravan own-
ers keep an ever-growing list of names and addresses of people they meet along the way and with whom they
keep regular contact despite the tyranny of distance.

There is no perfect set-up that suits all. We all have our own preferences, but as you travel you often adapt little
ideas to your own outfit. Even those of us who have owned a number of vans prior to having a custom built one,
find that within a short time we see something new that makes it just a little better. It never stops. So don't get to
fixed on design and fit-out. Most importantly make sure your van is safe and compatible with your tow vehicle
and the rest will come together in time. Try the life before you commit to megadollars and most of all be prepared
to compromise.

Then when you've got everything sorted, pack a bag of happy pills and a sackful of smiles and go out and enjoy!
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Story and photos by Greg Bulling

October long weekend 2002 was going to be a Flinders Ranges trip but with a lack of time and the drought condi-
tions as they were we decided to head instead to the Parks and State Forests near the SA/Vic Border.
Day 1
We left home at 1:30pm and had constant drizzle all the way
to Tailem Bend. Arrived at 3pm and met our friends who
were travelling in their diesel Hilux twincab. The traffic was
pretty sparse as we headed on to Pinnaroo and fuelled up.
To enter the area you have a number of choices. You can
follow the Border Track south from where it crosses the main
Mallee Highway east of Pinnaroo (The turnoff is located on
the sweeping bend that is the western side of the rail cross-
ing not far out of Pinnarro). We had done this on a previous
trip where we had followed the Border Track all the way
down from the Murray River. This time we chose to enter via
Scorpion Springs Conservation Park. The road to this park is
located before you reach Pinnaroo (4kms west of the Pin-
naroo roadhouse) and is called the Rosey Pine Rd. It was a
; ; good

sandy
. road A small dragon found near camp
¥ and we
¥ were soon at Pine Hut Soak camping area 14 kilometres
b%+ past the turnoff.
.« There is a track junction at this point and we chose the left
g fork towards Scorpion Springs. The right hand fork, known
=& as the Centre Track, heads south before it turning east to
join up with the Border Track further on. About 4 kilometres
along the track we came to Cox's Windmill, a remnant of
when the area was under pastoral lease. A track off near
the windmill led to a nice camping area so we decided to
pull up for the night. Camp was quickly established and light
rain began to fall just as the tents were going up. With this
in mind | decided to put up a tarp over my swag to keep the
area dry, only to have the rain stop as soon as it was
W erected!

Day 2
f We left camp at 9:30am
* and travelled the 4.5 kilo-
. T metres to  Scorpion
- %L Springs. This large area

«- -~ was once used for camp-

e ot e SEE SRR ing but is now off limits to
i s o4l A i == try and regenerate. |
e T - . There was no water in
e =7» . ., the springs so after a
e e quick look around we
R ke *  moved off. A short dis- §
- : - " tance later we hit the @
Descending a dune on the Border Track Border Track and turned

south along the one way &
section. This part of the track contains the most sand dunes and for safety rea-
sons has been made one way; north to south. With damp sand the going was §
pretty easy although the bog holes between some of the dunes seem to be §
growing (although they were dry at this time).

._‘"_LJ o3 f ot CISh AT RS

Track view from Hensely's trig



We stopped at the Hensley Trig point for a photo
from up on the lookout before moving off south
once more. There are two recognized camp areas
along this part of the track, Pines camp and the
Gums. Towards the end of the one way section
two large dunes are encountered that are quite
steep. The first one in particular has a number of
side tracks around that are less steep but with low
tyre pressure the left hand track is easily passable.
Soon we came to the intersection where the Cen-
tre Track joins in and the 32 kilometre section of
one way Border Track ends. From here you pass
into the Ngarkat Conservation Park and the track
is two way so care needs to be taken on dune
crests
Lunch was taken at Dogger's Hut which is found
End of the one way section of track 10 kilometers south of the Centre Track junction.
There is an open area here just off the main track
where the scattered remains of an old hut lie. We camped here on our previous trip into this area. After lunch it
was off south again past the Mt Shaugh track (4 kms past Dogger's Hut) and on towards Red Bluff. An easy exit
from the Park can be found by taking the Mt Shaugh track which leads straight out onto the Bordertown to Pin-
naroo road. We soon passed the Red Bluff Track which is signposted "Murrayville Tk 42 kms". This track runs
along the southern border of the Big Dessert Wilderness Area, eventually joining the clay road from Nhill to Mur-
rayville. To get to Red Bluff itself we continued on until another track took up east to the bluff a few kilometres fur-
ther on.
Red Bluff is part of a small Flora and Fauna Park and there is quite a large camping area with a pit toilet and fire-
places. We went for a walk to the top of the bluff, an easy 20 minute stroll that provides a great view of the sur-
rounding area, before hunting around for a campsite. Although the place was empty we chose to head away from
the main camp area to a spot a few hundred metres on which was a little more secluded. Soon camp was set up
and the camp oven was fired up for a roast leg of lamb. After tea we went for a walk and found that the main
camping area had about 5 groups set up for the night. Unfortunately, at about 7:30pm a group of four vehicles
came charging up towards our camp and set up shop for the night about 50 metres from us.

Deep holes are found in some sections of the BordBrack



With a trailer load of wood in tow and a even a
couch on the back of a ute they were soon in full
flight, including foul language, broken bottles and
firecrackers. We vowed never to be lulled into a
false sense of security about "designated camp ar-
eas" - stick to the scrub and avoid the ferals.

The final straw came about 10:30pm. One of the
drunken louts crept up to our camp and threw a
large firecracker under my tarp and on top of my
swag. Needless to

say it scared the shit

out of me! My mate

and | got up and went

over and had a "chat"

to them. We ex-

plained we had 5

young Kkids with us

and asked for them to

stay away. The loud

music and crackers

still went off but at

least they kept away

from our camp.

Day 3  sunday
6/10

was almost 20 until we met a junction with the Delisio
Track at Brushcutter's Flat. We chose a campsite just
into the mallee scrub off the edge of the flat and set our-
selves up for the night. The wind was quite strong and
the forecast was for thunderstorms so we made sure we
were well battened down. We saw flashes of lightening
off to the southeast but a few large drops of rain were all
we got for the night.

Day 4Monday 7/10

With the long weekend
coming to a close we
packed up camp and
headed off down the Deli-
sio Track. The accuracy of
our map improved as we
weaved our way around
some enormous mallee
covered dunes. Four Kkilo-
metres past Brushcutter's
Flat we met the Campbell
Track junction but contin-
ued our loop along the De-
lisio. After passing the Big
Dune Track and the
Cowangie - Nhill Track we

After such a late night The kids enjoying a camp swing at Brushcutter's camsite came out again onto the

(funny | had trouble
getting to sleep) we all slept in and were glad when
our neighbours departed in a swirl of dust about 9
am. We checked their camp and as well as a stack
of rubbish the fire they had was still blazing. We put
the fire out and cleaned up a bit before heading off
about 11am. We headed backed onto the Border
Track and then turned east onto the Red Bluff
Track. This track trav-
els through the Big
Desert State Forest
and was in good con-
dition (after we real-
ized that the lower of
two parallel tracks
was the better of the
two) and we were
soon at the junction of
the  Nhill/Murrayville
Track (a good road
really). We turned
north and passed
"The Springs" before
reaching Big Billy
campground for

Murrayville Track only 9
kilometres north of Big Billy where we had started. Our
40 kilometre loop through some of the dune country in
the Big Desert State Forest was an excellent introduction
to the area.The trip into Murrayville was only 24 kilome-
tres on dirt so we left our tyres down to sand pressures
until we got there (about 18psi). With the service station
closed due to the public holiday we stopped in the shady

area opposite the pub
and pumped them up our-
selves. The 28 kilometres
to Pinnaroo was soon out
of the way but we decided
it was a little early for
lunch so we pressed on to
Lameroo 40 kilometres
further on. After lunch the
wind picked up and by the
time we reached the turn-
off at Tailem Bend it was
blowing a gale directly
into us. Our good fuel
economy on the way in
was soon a distant mem-
ory as we battled back

lunch. The camp- A night around the fire along the freeway with

ground is quite large

with numerous fireplaces, tables and a toilet. On
the other side of the Murrayville track opposite the
campground is Big Billy Bore which has a large
storage tank and good quality water nearby on tap.
After lunch we took a Brushcutters Track (4 wheel
drive), which leads off the Murrayville Track a few
hundred metres south of the turnoff to Big Billy
campground. It passes through sandy mallee coun-
try and despite our map indicating 16 kilometres it

wind speed increasing.
Finally we made it back home and found that wind gusts
at Mt Lofty had reached 107 km/hr, no wonder the Surf
was all over the road!



By Rick Moore

While South Aussies are currently debating the possi-
bilities of moving their horse racing long weekend to
March, the Vics were out in force on their Melbourne
Cup long weekend recently. The Limestone Coast
again proved its scenic & 4wd value, not just to the
local South Aussies, but to those poor folk over the
border who can't drive on their own beaches

A mob of ExplorOz peo-

ple from SA & Vic met

at Robe's Lakeside

Caravan Park over

those few days. To

keep travelling groups

smaller, they split into

two and toured both the

Robe to Beachport and

the Southend to Car-

penters Rocks 4wd

tracks.

On the Robe to Beach-

port run, Rick Moore led

8 vehicles south, and

collected a stray De-

fender, who turned out

to be local wine maker

Derek Hooper from

Cape Jaffa Wines. After

lunching at delightful

Nora Creina beach, a few of the Vics started mum-
bling about needing a challenge, and whining that no
one had yet got stuck.

But that did not last for long, as progress slowed due
to other fourbys being stuck on beaches. The E O.
party came across a
Wrangler whose radia-
tor had ‘gone’. A few
E.O. members looked -
it still seemed to be
there - and then
watched as the Wran-
gler was winched off the
beach. Pesty reckoned
it should have had its
tyre pressures lowered
and driven offl Some
other aberrant driver
behaviour was ob-
served, and a few driv-
ers got yelled at by a
qguestionable 4wd, la-
belled ‘Beach Patrol”.
As the group travelled
down the 5 mile san-
dhill, the temptation to
play a bit was too much for everyone. While Wombat
watched (he obviously had nothing to prove), Dia-
mond Jim’s red Jackeroo tried many times to conquer
the big sandhill, and Mr Al made his own sandstorm

5 mile Sandhill

by burying the front of the 100 series. While here, other
4wders kept on arriving until there were about 30 vehi-
cles parked. So much for a quiet drive along the coast!
After letting a group of 14 through, the E.O.’s arrived in
Beachport for an icecream. Nothing further was said

about needing a challenge

Meanwhile, Willie, the wonder man from Peterborough,

Nora Creina lunch stop

lead the other group
of 4wd's through
Canunda, noting that
tyre pressures had to
be 15 psi to enable
hassle free driving.
Apparently some dis-
regarded this sage
initially........ Oh! Will
they never learn that
Willem knows EVE-
RYTHING about Ex-
ploring Oz?

At a large party at the
caravan park that
night, Dr Andrew was
officially recognised
as a Mexican, and
the Toonfish family
got a special award.
They drove to Robe

from Victoria after leaving work on Saturday at 2 am,
and then still had enough enthusiasm to join the mob
heading to Beachport. Talk about commitment! Uncle
regaled the entire party with a wonderful skit involving
three characters, all played by himself, and the party

slowly fizzled out. So,
if it's exciting driving,
grand views, fun on
the beach, and plenty
of 4wd challenges you
want, go south, young
man.

is an interactive site for people interested in
camping, four wheel driving and caravanning in Australia. Used by
more than % million readers each month, this is the leading refer-
ence for Australian travellers! This trip was organized by members of
their online Forum. Visit the site at http://www.exploroz.com.au



Words and photos by lan Bee

On Saturday 2 nd. October 2004, Another couple, Jim & Betty, along with Tracy & Myself, took a trip to Aroona
Valley in the Northern Flinders Ranges. The area had just experienced major floods on the previous Thursday,
leaving a lot of travellers stranded for up to 24 hours. By the time we had arrived, all of the flood waters had sub-
sided, but with plenty of evidence as to how torrential the water flow had been. Many creek crossings were
strewn with large boulders, which made crossing the creeks tricky at times Even though the area had had a rea-
sonable amount of local rain, and the grass was green, and flowers were blooming, the roads were extremely
dusty. During our 5 day tenure here, we had experienced perfect weather, with the temperature in the high 20's
or low 30's. On two days, we experienced morning drizzle, which cleared out, leaving a fine day.



As large as the Flinders Ranges are, it would seem that you cannot literally hide from the population in general.
The area was quite busy, and we also had the pleasure of chance meetings with different people we knew every
single day! None of this was planned, we knew some of these people were up here, and we just happened to
bump into them under the most unusual circumstances! Because of the length of stay at the one campsite on this
trip, | had decided to lash out and buy a Black Wolf Turbo 300 Tent. This tent is a breeze to erect, and more im-
portantly, stow..... although | wouldn't bother even trying on my own.

The tent served both Tracy & myself very well, with As | am afraid of heights, | did not have the inclination
plenty of room to move, very nice to come home to each to do the usual tourist thing, and take photo's.......

evening! Jim & Betty stayed in their
T Van. For this trip, we really over-
loaded on firewood. Because we are
within the confines of a National
Park, you are not allowed to collect
firewood. We brought up approx.
200 kilo's of wood, which gave us a
good fire for each night. All the other
niceties also came along, such as a
camp stretcher & mattresses for
Tracy, 3 gas burners, camp oven,
fridge, plenty of table space, and
comfy chairs. Our usual daytime ac-
tivities were usually 6 - 7 hours driv-
ing in both vehicles, exploring the
many gorges and tracks through the
area. Up at a small township called
Blinman, they had a large Camp
Oven Cook Off, which seemed to at-
tract many people from a wide area.
We also managed to see a display at
the Wilpena Woolshed, showing
various works put together by the
Painters of the Flinders. One of the
high points of the trip (

literally ), was a trip we

did called Sky Trek. This

is a concern which is run

by a local pastoral sta-

tion, whereby you pay a

fee and follow a self drive

trail climbing the ridge

tops. Not for the faint

hearted, let me tell you.

hands were white knuckled, and
staying firmly on the wheel!
As previous long time residents of
the Southern Flinders Districts, both
Tracy & myself were blasé about the
region. Now, over 20 years on, we
seem to have a different apprecia-
tion of the area, and both agree that
we will definitely be returning on a
more frequent basis. We both attrib-
ute this not only to the beckoning
beauty of the area, but also to the
fact that as we are a little older, and
don't have to be concerned with
children, and have all of the neces-
sary transportation & camping
equipment, it is easier for us to
make the 6 hour pilgrimage to this
area more often.
It is one of Tracy's goals, to rekindle
her interest in painting. Although
she has come from a background in
oil painting, she now wants to try her
hand using water based paints, and
use her own photo-
graphs to work from.
This is something that
we knew was inevitable,
and it would seem that
the hiatus is now over!



